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PROLOGUE

D6Vann Grayskull grunted Ilargerqgelgviolentthg s he st
crashing to the floor of the cave. The leanly-muscled teen stood up once more,
brushing the dirt and mud from his bloody knees. His long blonde hair stuck to his
face, the moisture of the cave and his own perspiration combining to form a grimy
sheen on his skin. Thankful that the torch he carried remained lit despite his fall,
the youth raised it up and continued his descent. The surrounding tribes called this
the Cave of Power and tales had long been told of the treasure that awaited any
who survived to the end of the journey through its winding passages. Most believed

the stories to be mere |l egends, but DO6Vann h
parents had been killed by their Snawe Men c:
colony he6éd been born into. Hedd spent the
unt amed | ands. 't seemed that iIin every towr

tales of men who had attempted to reach the treasure, same as he did now. These

men either disappeared forever, or returned, but irreparably changed and overcome

with an uncontrollable fear. The stories claimed that those who had returned bore

scars from an animal s <c¢cl aws, given to them
treasure. Whetheritwas t he naivety of youth, or merely
fear the mysterious creature, for he knew he had the goddess Zoar on his side.

His parents had prayed to Serpos daily, begging the god of the Snake Men
to spare them from their slavery. Theirpr ayer s had gone unheeded.



have to be a fool to trust in Serpos. No, he had his own god, the one his people

would have worshipped, had they not been enslaved long ago. Freedom is all that

DoVann had craved duri ngouhtihs acwhaiyl d hno ad,e sSlnaawki
camp. Eventually he had prayed to the gods, any god other than Serpos, to free

him. By the next new moon, he had escaped in the night. Throughout his

wanderings after his escape, he had come upon a cave wall, not unlike one he

would find here. Upon it, he had found his ancientancest or sé6 paintings
story of Zoar, the goddess his people once revered,bef or e t heydd f ool i st
their backs on her. A green falcon, Zoar was the goddess of life, of flight and of

living free. The moment he saw the paintings, he knew that it must have been Zoar
whdofreed him. At that moment, hedd pl edged
foolishness of his people for forsaking her, but swearing that he would not repeat

their mistake.

Zoar had been long-ignored by his tribe; their centuries-long servitude to the
Snake Men causing them to forget her truth long ago. In time, she became nothing
more than a storytoldtoc hi | dr e n, her peoplebs devotion
whosurely had no interest in human affairs.
lands after his escape, seeing the human clans praising Serpos, worshiping the
three-headed serpentine god of their rulers as if he were their own. In his heart,
D6 Vann ryferthém. $hey were lost. Serpos was strong in this age, that was
undeni abl e, but he would not hear the prayer :
god. D6Vann had renounced Serpos, though he
heretical beliefs around others, lest they turn on him and alert their serpentine
masters. He wondered at times if Zoar minded his secrecy? She had his faith, but
what good was faith when one kept it hidden?

Running his hand through his long hair, the youth brushed the dirtied strands
out of his face as he continued ever downward, deeper into the cave and ever closer
to his goal. How long had he been here? Hours? Surely. Days? Perhaps, he

conceded. Heéd run out of food |l ong enough
Closing his eyes, he shook away his fears. Zoar would keep him strong. He was
al most there, he could feel it. Sure enough,

the end of the tunnel: a small crevice leading to the unknown that lay beyond. He

turned sideways and squeezed through the narrow passage, stumbling briefly as

he emerged into a | arge cavern. D6Vann four
phosphorescent glow coming from the fungus that lined its interior. The young

wanderer could hear running water, accompanied by the rhythmic dripping of

moi sture from the cavebs ceiling. The chill
react, quickly goose-pimpling from the shock of the cold moisture coming into

contact with his hot and exhausted body.



He made his way to a small stream that ran through the cave and began to
follow it, feeling his steps taking him upward, ever upward, once again climbing
toward the surface. Turning a corner, he caught sight of a faint light in the distance,
far from that of his torch and much brighter than the glow given off by the fungus-
lined walls. It had to be daylight, he reasoned; a way out. Making his way toward
the newly discovered light source, he found to his joy that it was indeed an opening
to the crisp air of the outside world; an escape from the despair he was beginning
to feel inside the system of caves that had sought to become his tomb. Walking

through the wide mouth that formedt he exi t , D6Vann | ooked dow

valley, surrounded by mountains that hid it from the world he knew; the world
beyond the tunnels at his back. Carefully, he walked toward the center of the valley,
feeling inexorably drawn toward it as a moth to a flame. The valley was made up
of a dense jungle. Creatures he heard but never saw skittered away from him as
he fumbled through the trees and underbrush. After nearly an hour traversing the
di stance with much difficulty, D6Vann
valley and the natural spring that bubbled at its center. A lone tree grew out of the
ground next to it, huge and vibrant.
Life.o

Making his way closer to the spring he sought, he stopped suddenly, his ears
perking at the sound of a low growl coming from the jungle behind him. The youth
turned slowly, not wanting to make any sudden moves. The brush swayed in the
distance, parting as something large and presumably dangerous made its way

came u

AThi s

toward hi m. As D6Vann watched i htoshadkeence, t |
and sway moved closer and closer to where he

coul dnét st ay herhEhe wuthtek axste hack,eomnlytto hear a loud
shap as he stepped on a dried twig, cast off from a nearby fallen branch. Thinking

of t he beast hedd heard even the hardest me n

looked up hastily, but the brush had stopped moving. Whatever it was that hid
within, it was now as aware of him as he was of it.

After seconds that felt like hours passed, the brush moved once more, the

final l ine of it that separated DoO6Vann

largest lion he had ever seen. Long tusks hung from its mouth, indicating that it

from

was somehow crossbred with the more common sabretoot h t i ger s t hat DO Va

long had to avoid during his travels in the untamed lands. Ligors are myth, he
reassured himself silently. Despite the thought, there it stood before him, easily

twice the size of any giant cdmostllefidtdy seen pr

real. Green in color, the ligor shook its copious mane as it freed itself of the foliage
of the jungle and stepped toward him in a loping, lazy pace. It obviously did not
view the | ean young man as a tmbhkeshifknife

Car ef



from his belt that hedd carved from a stone
|l igords tusks, it felt about as comforting t
of a sword. Perhaps this creature has itself sipped of the font? he thought suddenly.
Such a thing would explain its spectacular size and would mean that the myths
surrounding the font are true! With a sense of realization and renewed hope for

survival, D6Vann turned and sprintetéhstoward
he could manage. Hearing a roar at his back, he found himself running even faster,
but within seconds a swipe of the |igorbds pa

small knife lost to the tall grasses. He slammed into the ground with surprising force
and instinctively rolled into a ball. The massive beast circled him, occasionally
coming closer and pushing at his body with its giant paw, toying with him as his
domesticated cousins would afieldmouse. | 6 m as goodDéavVadeatdhought

Opening his eyes, he found himself nearly eye to eye with the creature,
which rumbled with a low growl and shook its mane at him in response. Raising his
gaze further wupward, D6Vann caught sight of
almost casually on the warm jungle breeze. Already waiting to feed off my corpse,
D6 Vann t lhapeypinachoke, you old buzzard.

Even after | granted you your freedom? The voice DO6Vann heard
his mind was not his own. Inexplicably, yet undeniably, it was awoma n 6 s .

AWho are you?0 he asked al oud. The bird
stepped back, l aying down near by. D6Vann
appeared as if the beast was doing so out of respect. The bird landed on a low
branch of the impossibly large tree growing near the spring. No longer backlit by
the bright noonday sun, D6Vannds eyes widene
a green falcon. AZoar 2?0 he asked cautiously
bowed his head low to the ground.

Rise and drink from the font, the voice in his mind said.

D6Vann stood sl owly, his | egs shaking wit
had everdrunkf r om t he font successfully. AYou off

Because you remembered me, the voice replied. You are not the only one
who has located the Font of Life, but you will be the first to harness its power. All
others have sought it for selfish reasons, but not you. | see inside your heart,
D6Vann Grayskul . Il  know ewtheys, ypware awoetieyk it s gi
investment; chosen by me to be more than just yourself. Drink, and you will have
your heartdés desire. You wi ||l be a | eader o

~

Al dondét understand, 0o he replied.



You will in time. Trustin Zoar.

Taking caref ul steps, his eyes watching ¢t
way to the spring. His glanced back toward the massive ligor often as he walked,
but the creature merely bathed in the sun, apparently no longer interested in him.

Reaching the crystal-clearwat er s of the font, D6Vann | ower
at its bank. He looked once again to the goddess Zoart o make sure he wa
merely imaginingher,d el i ri ous from t he dalusthelgreend spent

falcon remained on the branch and jutted its beak toward him, encouraging him to
continue. Submerging his hands into the spring, he was surprised at the warmth of

its waters. Dé6Vann pulled his hands from t
within them. Before bringingittohi s mout h, he paused. Al 0m a
AThis power, does it come with a price? I w
to the falcon once more. ANot even yours.o

| ask only that you live your life freely, the voice said. Do this and one day |
will call upon you. Perhaps then you will serve me by choice, for the betterment of
your people.

AThen | wi || a vmanense ptide,ad DRD@Wa mn tshai d. S| ¢
brought the water to his mouth and hdr ank.
swallowed, spreading throughout his extremities with a strong tingling sensation.

He could already feel the fontds power fl owi |
With it, his fear faded. He had been right to choose Zoar as his goddess, and he

would in turn prove her right in choosing him. He would be her champion, and

nothing would ever be the same again.

Eight Years Later

The rain pelted Grayskull and his ligor companion Granger as they walked
toward the village tavern. The heavy droplets hit the wet ground so hard that the
sound resembled falling coins. If only, for Grayskull always seemed to be in need

of t hem. The noise of the carousing emanatir
most notorious inn/tavern grew even louder as the wanderer shoved open the run-
down buildingds doubl e door s. A hul k of a m

his wild mane of hair as he entered, sending rainwater about the room, along with
that which dripped from his thick, furred cloak. Granger did likewise as the massive
beast padded in through the door at his back. The men sitting nearest the entrance
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cursed as the newcomersbexpelled water splattered on their dinners. Each man
began to stand angrily, but with one look at Grayskull and his ligor, they did nothing,
instead returning to their seated positions in silence.

AHey, you canod6t bring that beast in here,
from behind the bar.

D6Vann glanced behind the man at the bar
three-headed snake god and his apostle, King Hiss, who still ruled these lands,
having done so for nearly three hundred years. Nothing much had changed in the
time since D6Vann had drunk from the Font of
teenager h e 6 dow ponnore théneaeghost,nand he no longer feared

snakes. AfHedés not a beast, o he argued, smil
gui del! 0 Saying the words, D6Vann erupted in
ASpirit gui de or no, h e 6 the rsan prétéstedy we't an

cutting D6Vann short.

Grayskul |l waved his hand dismissively.
stinking village. Do us a favor and shut
customers. O Fseakeld alaalgon b hoek neaathere nt r anc e . NnAs &
l . 0O

The man huffed. AYou drank nearly my ent
you were in the village, Grayskull. And your blasted cat ate half my stores of salted
swine on top of that, which you still owe me sixty rubits for, | might ad d ! 0o The

i nnkeeperds voice raised as he grew more and
out of herel! o he shouted.

D6Vann calmly walked to his wusual tabl e,
and sat. Granger followed, lying down on the floor at hisfiendés si de bef o
beginning a | ong bath. AYoudbre more than we
I n fact, itdédd be a joy to see youPomiom-ke t he &
wi s e, I mean. O The smile that shoswedtthatd comf or
the wanderer woul dnét waver.

The innkeeper remained behind the bar and stared at Grayskull, but
remained silent for a |l ong moment. AFi ne, O
put it on your tab. Your usual, then?o

AnOf courstepolypoa DdHann repliedogéndyart i | vy,
petGr anger 6s head, stil |l wet from the rain.
due to the presence of the giant cat and pl a



table. Having brought a bottle of mead with him, the man pulled its cork and began

to pour it into the bowl before DOVann gr abb:
AAnd bring another. o With a scowl , the 1 nnk
and tending to other customers, most of which tried to ignore the barbarian in their

midst. More than one changed tables in an effort to stay away from him. Grayskull

was fine with their shunning him, however. Serpos-worshipping filth, he thought.

Hewasndt here to make friends.

D 6 V aptaoed the bowl on the floor for Granger to lick clean. Taking the
bottle in his massive hand, he smil ed. nTo
enough for everyone in the tavern to hear. Turning to Granger, his voice grew quiet.
AWherever s.he mHg bDbBen proceeded to drink
continuous series of gulps before slamming it down and letting out a loud belch. He
looked toward Granger once more, his comrade loudly slurping the bowl of mead
bef or e hi m.voiceGamained l&wak He dubbed the beast behind its ears.
AfBecause you and | both know that no matter |
Smiling faintly at his only companion, he raised the second bottle to him in toast.
AAnd hereds to the fpowegaot todn Gaolaaymkiudn . 0 her



PART |

THE THREE TOWERS
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1.
THE WARNING

The sky flashed with lightning. Massive quakes violently shook everything
the eye could see. King Adam of Eternia looked on helplessly as avalanches of
snow, boulders and earth tumbled from the mountains in the distance to the plains
at their base, burying the outlying villages of his kingdom along with their
i nhabitants. A crack of thunder drowned out
to help them, he witnessed the deaths of hundreds of his subjects. He no longer
had the power of Grayskull. He-Man no longer, he was now just a man, helpless
to stop the destruction around him. The long, slow rumble of the aftershock that
followed shook the ground beneath his feet, knocking him to his hands and knees.
The beleaguered king gazed skyward and was forced to shield his eyes as the
angry clouds above him opened, pelting his body and everything around him with
a drenching rain. Adam lowered his eyes to the ground and he shivered visibly at
the sight before him. Surrounding him, and continuing as far as he could see, were
bodies; those of both his allies and his enemies.

A great battle had been fought here; a battle that was clearly over. He caught
sight of the victor standing in front of Castle Grayskull, the structure looming before
Adam like a ghost from his past. The victor was a creature born of nightmares, his
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scalloped red cape whipping about violently in the winds that began to rage around

them both. The manifestation of evil itself stood tall and proud atop countless
corpses. The c¢closest to the creaturedos fee
|l i feless as the rest of Adamés friends and a
tried to stand, but slipped and fell on the bodies. He held his hands in front of his

face and saw that they were red and glistening. Adam realized with dawning horror

that i1t wasndét rain that the <Kilypglaughder | oosed
filled the air as the creature before him tilted its head back and raised its hands to

the sky. With an indescribable sound, a tear appeared in the air before him, a rip

through reality itself. The space within it contained nothing but darkness. In

seconds, the darkness spread until it was all that remained, pervasive, unstoppable,

and Adam knew in that briefest of moments that he had failed.

Adam awoke with a start, sweat pouring from his forehead. The sheets of
the bed were damp and stuck to his back as he
lay undisturbed. He could make out the shape of his young son Dare at the foot of
the bed, the dim candlelight of the room highlighting the tears that flowed down the
boybés cheeks. APapa, 0 the boy whispered in
abad dream. o

Adam laid back down and reached his arms out for his son. Dare climbed in
beside him, quickly wrapping his arms around

alright, Son. Someti mes your papa has bad d
The boy looked up at his father lovingly, hisey es st i | | glistening.
he asked, astonished.
ASure | do, but theydre nothing to be afr
ABecause | have you to protect me?0 Dare

Adam coul dndot hel p butewadhauntedbythesignts own d

!
of his sisterdés body among the dead, of the
his eyes could see, and of how helpless heod
them. He tried to sound confident, despite being shakenbythe experi ence. A
Dar e. Il 61l al ways protect you. o

Al know, 6 Dare said, his own confidence ¢

dream about?0 the boy asked.

ARA battle. o
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AA big one?0 Dare pressed, his eyes spark
time of planettwi de peace, the boy couldndét help but
He was far too young to understand the horrors it wrought.

AYes, son, a big one, 0 Adam answered.

ADid you win, Papa?o

He shook his heBadaldonn o tesstpboinnske . A

AnOh. 0O Dar e p aus ¢heényoutkimow it Was jusga dreaniy We lhle,
said with a smile. AYou al ways win. o

Al wish that were So,t akl omAdawmhat gwwad. yodbr

Al dreamt of a great big castle. o

AOh, realwlh&®t dcarnréedhtyou?o

AfYes, o Dare said, nfat | east at first. I
here. It was really old and | ooked | i ke a s

Adam fel't his brow furrow. ALIi ke a skel
something like a skullonthe f r ont ? 0

Dare paused in an effort to remember. AY

AWhat el se happened?0 Adam asked.

AThe door was open, so | went in. I't see
| thought that was very strange. Then | saw a lady sitting on a throne . 0

AWhat did she I ook |ike?0
ALIi ke a bird, o6 Dare replied.
AA bird?06 Adam asked with a knowing smile

had paid him a visit through the Everdream. With the Sorceress of Grayskull as the
boyds gr and mknéewitewmas onlyAadnaatter of time before something of
this nature happened. Dare had always had a special connection to the magic that
surrounded them.

AYes, o0 his son answered. AA bird. o
Adam put on a confused face, intent to pl e
whohi s son was speaking of. AWell, was she n
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nOh vyes, PagedmeanSth et hheung I wasndt so afrai

Adam smiled once again. AThat doesndt sound so bad.
A No, t hat part wasnodt, 0 Dare answered.
startedt o shake and a man appeared, a really sca

AA scary man?0 Adam asked with some conce

Darebs eyes grew wide with fear. AHe | oo
a bat. He had sharp teeth and wore a big red cape. He knocked the bird lady down
to the ground and she couldndét get back up, |

Goingoff Dar edbs description, the &édscary manbd
Hordak, Adam realized, a feeling of dread settling in the pit of his stomach. Knowing
this, he found himself holding his son closer, tight to his chest, before easing up.
ADondét worry, D himkiag itaodd thit ¢heypatrunoldddreant of that
creature on the same night, especially since Dare had never seen an image of the
vile Horde leader and could have had no idea what he looked like. There was no

way i1t was coincidence. Anl't was just a drea
his son felt safe in his arms and was soon
sense of foreboding that hedéd not felt in yeeé

but of what?

yd

e

The foll owing morning, Adam woke up groggi
lying awake in bed, his mind trying to make sense of his dream. It had felt like the
end of the world. In the years since reuniting the two halves of the Sword of Power,
the Eternian king had finally gotten used to the idea of no longer being He-Man, of
no longer being the strongest man in the universe. In these past years of peace,
being the ruler of a powerful kingdom and a founding member of the Council of
Kings had been enough, however Adam feared that that was no longer the case.
His dream had brought back a feeling of drea
after losing hi s ability to transform into Eterni
helplessness that had pervaded his consciousness as he saw the dead surrounding
him had shaken him to his core, and the feeling of weakness that it had brought
hadnoét | eft wiatthduntihgdeamhadkelt mgedibly r8ahas if it were
not a dream at all, but rather a premonition, an omen of things to come.
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Dare was stil]l asleep, now held cl
if the boy would tell Teela of his own dream, or would she remain unaware of her
mot her s nighttime visitation to thei
now he couldndédt bear to wake her wup.
chest. The birth of their son had changed their lives more than either of them could
have ever prepared for. The early years had been the most demanding, but Teela
had taken to being a mother with the same level of natural grace that she had
always shown as a warrior. Once captain of the royal guard, Teela had resigned
from her position to raise Dare, with their mutual friend Mekaneck taking over in her
stead. She continued to train regularly and Adam would still not hesitate to trust
her with his life in battle. She may be more concerned with being a mother these
days, but she would always remain a warrior at heart. Likewise, her father Duncan,
the Eternian Man-At-Arms, had spent the last few years training his replacement, a
relative newcomer named Raenius. The old soldier was having a harder time letting
go of his post than his daughter however, and Adam felt that Duncan would hold it
unt i | he met his end. Adam certainly
or not, Duncan was still the best there was at what he did.

Climbing out of bed gently so as not to awaken his wife and son, Adam
walked with careful, quiet steps to his wardrobe. From it, he removed a blue tunic
and a pair of black trousers, putting them on before slipping on his boots and
electronic forearm bracers. The left bracer contained a holo-communicator
designed, like so many other things, by his father-in-law Duncan. Adam saw that
he had a message, but it could wait a bit longer. Having an influx of messages and
concerns came with being king. herormatbe,
could handle the responsibility of the throne, but it had now been nearly a decade

os e

r

n

son?

She

| o

wasnot

hedéd b

since Adamdés father Randor had abdicated

become accustomed to. Also, having Randor back after an entire year spent

imprisoned i nsi de the Hordeds home base was a

up for any hardships Adam had to contend with as the ruler of his kingdom. Though
Randor was often far from Eternia, relishing his new role as ambassador, he was
never more than a holocommunication away. He was due to return from his latest
mission any day now, and Adam looked forward to seeing him a great deal.

In truth, things had gone fairly smoothly for Adam since the formation of the

Counci l of Kings. F o rtim ¢hel Coancilywasacomprésédtofe r

leaders from the world over in a show of much-needed solidarity in the face of
possible gl obal threat. Adam had nwotn
pl anet Hordak wused as hi s ho menoughatskagw
that he would do anything to prevent such a fate from befalling his home planet of
Tellus. That including trying to foster and maintain peace amongst the various
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kingdoms and tribes that called it home, which was the primary function of the
Council of Kings. The various Council members had of course had disagreements
over the years, and tensions between himself and his uncle Keldor ran high at
times. Adam and Keldor, as He-Man and Skeletor respectively, had feuded for
nearly a decade before the formation of the Council and the two long-time enemies
were often at odds with how they should handle certain issues. Compromise was
the core of how the Council worked however, and both had acquiesced at various
times to serve the greatergood. Ithad actually been Adamdés i1 dea
on the Council, and that inclusion was necessary. The group could not deny any
world leader or royalty that wished to be involved. To do so would damage the
integrity of the Council itself and went against the entire purpose of its existence.
Despite the occasional bump in the road, the Council could be called nothing if not
a success, leading the world to more than a half-decade of peace.

Adam opened the door to the royal bedchambers as silently as possible and
stepped out into the hallway. He raised his left arm and pressed the flashing button
on his bracer heod -nsessage fom Mekgneak begiah to playA h ol o
as the king made his way toward the throne r

trustt hat by the time you see this, 1toéll be moi
You know how | get when something scientific:
to wake you as | 6 m yoartinvestigating infpdrsar, but whens wor t h
you get a minute please come see me in the Council Chamber. Webdbve been get
some strange reports from the outlying vill at
l i ke that. Il tés prime seasoagedivonesheswovi héyne
notsurehow serious we should take this stuff, k
Awell , you know. Thereds not much el se goir

His friend smiled with a slight shrug as the message ended.

Adam wasndét sur e GHostbuildings? Whakdid thatfeven t .

mean? He didnoét Know, but change&aouncit our se a
Chambert o see i f Mekaneck could clarify what he
friend wasnodét the only one wHaokobaetieitynthkad al mo st
would come to define the peaceful years they

during an earlier time of peace afforded to them by the formation of the Mystic Wall,
after nearly a decade of constant war with Skeletor and his forces after its
destruction, even Adam had to admit that it almost felt unnatural to have a lasting

peace following the warés end. He was gr at
pleased that Dare had grown up so far without experiencing the horrors of war, but
thinking back to | ast nightés dream, Adam co

be nearing its end.

16



The mechanical door to the Council Chamber slid open with a soft hiss of
air . As he entered the | arge roomd Adamds t |
here with Teela in their youth; the day that the Mystic Wall had fallen. It seemed so
long ago now, but he remembered the events that had transpired on that day vividly.
The wall s destruction had beManandthushadat al y st
started the most i mportant era of his | ifeds
had also signified the return of evil and the death of peace. Adam felt an eerie
similarity between that fateful day and this one and was fearful that history was
repeating itself. Perhaps he was overreacting to what would turn out to be nothing
more than a simple dream, but with a life touched my magic, Adam knew that it was
rare for something like the dream he had had to be anything simple. The fact that
hisson Dareds dream had occurred the same nigh
either, nor was the one thing that both dreams had in common: Hordak.

Adam had long been grateful that he and his family had escaped the Fright
Zone without having to have a direct confrontation with Hordak himself. Their
coming face-to-face with the Horde leader had seemed inevitable during their
escape, but apparently Hordak had placed far too much faith in his lieutenant

Shadow Weaver, not to menti om Adoda.e Theoyal ti e
possibility of Hordakodos adopted dantegedht er bet
theHor de | eaderd6s thoughts, yet that was what

had underestimated the power that love and the promise of a real family could have

over Adora and her brainwashing and Hordak c
the revealing of his |ies would have on her.
help, his mission to rescue his father would surely have ended much differently. He

owed Adora more than she would ever understand, not to mention Evelyn, who had

gotten Adam to Etheria in the first place.
creature standing tall upon a mountain of the dead that included Adora and the rest

of A dfamily would haunt him for some time and he would do whatever it took

to ensure that the events of that dream would never come to pass. He would do

anything to protect his family.

Adam entered the Council Chamber expecting to find at least of few of his
royal guardsmen or other Masters, those with enhanced powers who served the
kingdom, there with Mekaneck, but instead found his friend standing alone at the
far end of the chamber, gazing intently upon a monitor that surveyed the outside

walls of the capita | city. AAnything of interest, ol
approached.

ANo, Sire. o Mekaneck turned with a shrug
as the capital goes. 0 The Captain of the Gu

most of his face hidden behind what most would mistake for goggles and a helmet,
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but both were in reality a permanent fixture. His visible mouth and strong jaw
usually carried a smile and though he was often quiet and introspective, Adam knew
that Mekaneck was a positive and cheerful person, despite the circumstances that

had caused his disfigurement. A childhood f
to his closest friends as 60Oriusd6 had suffer
ago. The warrior 6s ireparably damajedramddhie wauradsl b e e n

had necessitated Duncan performing emergency
life, the Eternian Man-At-Arms had also had to infuse his neck with nano-technology

to survive. This same technology allowed him to stretch his neck great distances,

a talent that earned him ridicule from time-to-time. However, combined with the
visionrenhancing goggl es of Duncandos design, t h
i nvaluabl e when it came to reconnaiescld®ce.
and had continued to serve Eternia ever sinc
much over the years, o0 his friend continued.
interesting. Apparently, old buildings, long-destroyed, are suddenly back. Even

stranger, you can see through them, and you canoif

il mean no offense, Ori us, but t hat sound

il t hought so, t oo. Unt i | I saw this ir
Mekaneck gave Adam a mischievous grin as he pulled up a holovid recorded by
one of his flying drones. Dustwind was a small village, near the base of Stone
Mountain. During the reign of Adambébs grandf :
whose castle was able to be s gmafellfsotoo mi | es.
did his castle, but in the holovid that Adam was watching, the castle stood once
more, though in an admittedly apparitional-looking form.

Upon seeing it, the king understood why t
bui |l di ng.amsparéntblueythesgroand surrounding it covered in a gray fog.
ARSo even your robotic drone was able to see

nYes, sur@rhe i mgphlatebdsoddifidarnwian 6t say t hat

an answer as to why, either. o
nwel |, idat proveandh just be the ravings c
sai d, his interest piquing. Anlf even your t
somet hing happening, perhaps something scien
fPossibly. Also of note is the factthatth e Dust wi nd report isnot
webve received, 0 Mekaneck said, Abut 1t is t

from many different witnesses. The castle comes and goes apparently, but when
it appears, it scares the locals out of their boots, especially the ones that remember
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the stories of what happenedholbvidandemiléd. Mekane
ASo, 0 he paused, Ainterested?o0

Adam nodded. AVery. |l 6ve never seen an)
injured investigating these pheno me na ? 0

ANo, 06 Mekaneck replied. il donot thi nk
getting too close to them, to be honest. Most of the folks reporting seeing it are
simple farmers and more than a |ittle supers

injui es or anything negative at all, unless yo

Al 6ve had a few of those myself | ately, o

AfReal l y?0 Mekaneck asked. AAnyt hing that
should know about ?0

ANo, 0 Adam sai d. unsAtt a efaesetl innog. y eltd m hia pdr
no one has been injured. Letds try to keep

left a message for his wife letting her know that he and Mekaneck were traveling to

Dustwind to investigate some strange reports. Hedidn 6t menti on the ghos
or any of his other worries. Haed, dnd me s ur e |
person. They werenot | ikely to be gone | ong
phenomena in person. After sending the message, Adam and Mekaneck made

their way to a Wind Raider and set out for the base of Stone Mountain, curious as

to what exactly was going on.

V4

e

Climbing out of the Wind Raider near the quaint village, Adam was struck
momentarily speechless by the ghostly structure that loomed over them. Like
peering through a window into the past, the spectral castle appeared as if it were
trapped between two dimensions. The castle was clearly visible, but appeared
almost as if it were a hologram. It was transparent, with only a slight opacity making

it visible at all, and i f Mekaneckd6s devices
as the naked eye, Adam would have surmised that it was some sort of trick of the
' i ght . AWell, thatodés definitelngremaokedet hi ng |

ANo kidding. o Mekaneck grinned as he beg
ALet 6s get c¢ | os e rsawyas Mihcan, Mekamerk wasaro slauehc h
himself, primarily due to the upkeep of his own cybernetic augmentations. Over the
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years, his interest in mechanics had only increased. Having known Orius since

they were boys, Adam also knew that his friend had always had a fascination with

ghosts, the afterlife, and other things that people often believed in, but remained

unexplained orunpr ov e n. Judging by the | ook of gl e
couldnét help but return his friendbés smile.

two of them would get up to whenever they escaped the watchful eye of the only

slightly older but much more mature Teela, who had often been entrusted with

keeping an eye on Adam when hedd been a youn

before them, Mekaneck seemed as giddy as a schoolboy and Adam had to admit

that he felt a bit like a boy again himself upon seeing his friend so happy.

Despite his eagerness, Mekaneckds steps s
structure. The villagers, who had been huddled within their homes due to a fear of
the building, began to emerge, their confidence bolstered by the appearance of their
king. Adam silently reminded himself that they were afraid and made sure to wipe
the smile from his face. He certainly didnot
meant nothing to him. Fond memories aside, this was indeed a strange occurrence
that needed to be investigated. Mekaneck on the other hand remained blissfully
ignorant to the villagers and continued grinning like a young child who was doing
somet hing that he knew he wasnodét supposed to

AHas His Majesty comevitlo?daedn veelrdarsl ¥y rwaonmd
Adam as she approached his right side.

The king gave her a comforting smile. AV
have been similar reports from other village:
come to Dustwind because | know that your villagebs par:t

unsettled you. oo

A farmer, who Adam assumed was the woman:i
thank you for that, Milord, but are you saying that you cannot rid us its foul
presence?0

AWe dondét yet uddandeamsrgeace,dut i asssre yu that if
we can find a way to stop this apparition, we will. The last thing | want is for you to

|l ive in fear of this spectral pl ace. 0 He c|
Alf youdll excuse us. o

Themannodded quickl vy, nOf course, Mi |l ord.
turn. | 6m concerned for my mother. Her hea
be too much for it.o
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Adam gave the man a warm smil e. ANo need
foryourvil | age that brings us here. That being s
It appears to be a ghost and nothing more.
approached the spectral castle, getting closer than any of the villagers had dared.

Mekaneck scanned it with one of his instruments, but turned to Adam with a
simple shrug. Al 6Mobhbt ngedbtiaglanytbibsgl i ke
With a nod from Adam, his friend walked to the castle door and reached toward it,
but his hand passed through it with no resistance. With a grin, Mekaneck stepped
through the closed door and into the structure. Adam soon followed, feeling nothing
but a slight sensation of cold as he passed through the echo of a door that was no
longer there. Mekaneck attempted to ascend the castle steps, but his foot passed
through to the dirt below. He turned back to Adam with a disappointed shrug.
Apparently, their exploration would be limited to the ground floor. Taking in his
surroundings, the closest thing that Adam could compare the castle to visually was
if the structure had been built of blue-tinted glass. Even while inside the building,
they could see the villagers watching them through the walls, many of their mouths
agape at the spectacle of their king entering the foreboding ghost-like keep. Adam
di dnodt sense any | ife by bhhe bDuouibdddg arpdr ¢
assumed that MekaneckOd0s scanning equipment
even now that they were inside. By all accounts, it was a ghost from the past and
nothing more.

It was times like this that made Adam miss the Sorceress of Grayskull even
more. For years, she had been his guide and mentor. If she were still alive, he
would immediately go and visit her, expecting that she would know exactly what
was happening across his kingdom. He had faith that she would have known what
these buildings were, and why they were here. With her gone, Adam relied on
those he had left, and other than Evelyn, none of them were as in tune with the
plane t as the Sorceress had been. Per haps I
occurrences and see i f she could shed any | i
to you?0 he asked Mekaneck.

ANo, 0 the Captain of the Guard said with &
at all. With so many different reports though, this one structure not giving me the
heebie jeebies doesndt mean anything. I 6 m
scanners, either, 0 he confirmed, indicating
sayanythi ng for sure without having something el
i nvestigate further.o

ARAgreed, 0 Adam replied with a nod. nl o6d
phenomena are and for how |l ong theydve been
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Eternos Pal ace. Il 6d |Ii ke to contact the oth
been experiencing similar events. Also, if | can get manage to get in touch with

Kel dor , I 61 1 see if Evelyn has any idea wha
mean. It hink the Sorceress of Grayskul |l woul d
closest thing we have anymore. o
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2.
GHOSTS

When Adam and Mekaneck arrived back at Eternos Palace, Teela was
waiting for them. The queen greeted them both with a smile as they entered the
pal ace that Adamds f amil y hegedsincedhe tleatdof ho me f o
King Grayskull had forced the Eternians of a thousand years ago to move the

kingdom further away from the dangers of the Dark Hemisphere. AfBackd so soon
she asked. How was it?0

AStrange, but thereds not really much to
|l i ke buildings that people have been report]
really anything to go on without examining more of them and seeing if there are any
di fferences in their readi ngs. The one we
anything. o He gl anced about the room briefl

AWhereds Dare?0 he asked.
AOff playing with my father, 0 she answere

ADheé mention his dream to you?o0
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AfiHe did, 0o she confirmed. Alt sounds | i ke
happy to hear it, actwually. o

AHe didnét tell you how it ended?0 Adam a

ANo. O A stramgéateok dWbg8edl shotlher e som
Know?o She | ooked to Mekaneck, but he si mp
hadndét mentioned either dream to his friend
As the three of them began making their way to the Council Chamber, Adam filled
theminonDar eds dream and how it had ended with F
of Grayskull.

AHor dak?o Teela asked. AOt her than know
enemy, Dare doesnodt know anything about him.
looks like in that kind of detail. Are you sure it was Hordak he was describing,

Adam?o

Al d&dm pretty sure, o0 he replied. AThere ar
up in a dream with sharp teeth and a red cap:¢
is that h&éd&somdéy one who dreamt of Hordak | a

T e el a0 sarr@vgdeas they entered the chamber. She grabbed Adam
by his right arm and stopped him in his tracks, a feeling of great concern and worry
suddenlywas hi ng over her. AYou?0 she asked.

i Y e Adam said with a nod. He fell silent as a group of guards walked past
them. Most royal families would have a contingent of guards with them at all times,
but Adam and Teela had long ago forsaken that idea, especially in peacetime. Still,
the presence of the Royal Guard remained strong within the capital city. Only when
thegrouphadpassed did he speak again. ALet 6s con
Il 6d |i ke to keep this between the three of wu

Teela acquiesced withanod, letting go of her husbandébés arm
into the Council Chamber. Once the large mechanical door had slid closed behind
them, the queen spoke again, her tone commanc
going on, Adam. oo

Al d&dm goi ng t o, cusiryé& giseais dife thd sameecbnifortingp a
smile hedd given theloldi datmanqgunhokevesyd wkndn -
and his wife continued to look him dead in the eye, waiting for him to answer. Adam
dropped the smile and indicated the charsa head of t hem. ALet 6s at
first. o Adam, Mekaneck and Teela each <chos
surrounding the large round table which acted as the centerpiece of the chamber.
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The circular design had been intentional; an effort to show that no member of the

Council would sit at the fAiheado of the tabl e,
equal and carried the same amount of authority. It was an idea Adam had first

heard of through some of the stories his mother Marlena had told him when he was

a child; tales of a legendary king named Arthur from her home world. Supposedly,

Arthur was so fine a king that the tales of his fantastic reign became myth, and

would continue to be passed on for generations after his death. Ancient kings like

Arthur and Adamdés personal hero, hAdam own anc
to doubt that his reign would be as remembered, but their legends inspired him to

try nonetheless.

AAdam, 0 Teela said, noticing his tdistract

AYes, of course. My dream, 0 he trailed
bodies of the dead. The knowledge that he had failed. The thought shook him
even still. He tried to tell himself that it was just a dream and nothing more, but he
d i d eaflytbelieve that.

ARAdam, the dreams youdéd had of your fathe

you not only to him, but also to your sister

lost forever. There is a power to dreams that you know better than most. You have

to understand my concern regarding this | ate
RnShe has a point, old friend, 0 Mekaneck

fortuitous in the past. If the ones you and Dare had last night are some kind of
portent of the future, especially if they involve Hordak, then you owe it to us to tell
us so that we can prepare. o

il know, I know, 0 Adam sai d, faltering, f
have been. Even my dreams of my father wer e
past. I dondét know if |l ast nightés dream means
i t 6sss iplol e . Webvet hilmgselappem ainpeour | i ves.
describe because it was unli ke any dream | 061

seemed ethereal, as only a dream can, but at the same time it was incredibly

realistic, like | was actually standing there. It really did feel as if | was seeing a

vision of the future.o He paused, unabl e t
spoke. oreOracmur ately, it felt l i ke a warni |
uncomfortably in the ornate chair, their eyes on him as they waited for him to

continue, though now with a bit more patience. They seemed acutely aware that

the dream had shaken him emotionally and were now more willing to give him time

to settle himself before he told them of the
end of the world, o he began, staring at the
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first, it was just me, alone in a field. | could see the mountains in the distance.
Suddenly the ground began to shake in a massive quake. The villages at the base
of the mountains were destroyed in a devastating avalanche. It was like the planet
itself was coming apart. The aftershocks knocked me to my knees. Suddenly | was
surrounded by the dead and found myself being pelted by a pouring rain. There
were hundreds of warriors; their bodies stre

ABy the Goddess, 0 Mekaneck sai d.

ATheredsdamreoont Anued. Aln this dream or
want to call it, Castle Grayskull loomed over me once more. It was as if it had been
there all along. Near iit, Hordak stood upon
paused before continuing,iiand your own. Every Master was
It was only then that | |l ooked down at my ha
from the sky at all. Itwasblood. The sky, 0 he paused, Al donot

describe it, tore open, as if it were a rip in reality itself. The darkness within that
tear then began to spread until there was nothing left. Hordak was victorious. All |

knew was that | 6dtf avalsedtt @ hsatto pmohmem.t t hat |
When he had finished speaking, Adam looked up at his wife and friend and
saw their eyes widenedwi t h s hock. AAdam, that, o0 Teel a s
the words. Awell, 1 ém glad you told me, 0 sh
Al't means that we s houlsal,hisballefisespikinge d, 06 Me |
the table | ightly. AAdam and Dare both dr e
alarming enough on its own without the stral
with these ghost buil dings. | fe ,y du dowdo utl odlndd t |
have been so eager to rush out and explore.
preparations for the Hordeb6s invasion. o
AWho knows if it means anything?06 Adam ch
get out anyway and absorethanthdt,Oaus,bift ] 6dheé ot edplyi
before Teela, she would have killed me. 0
AYoubve got t hat right, o Teela said. A

Hordak? That monster took your sister when she was an infant, and could have
taken you too,hoorsrhief ipeadu sleodo,k acr ossi ng her f ac
wants Dare?o0

Adam shook his head. ADare wasnbét i n my
had a strong connection to things around him
I both know t hwahtat wW¢e 6cvoeu lddonteo protect hi m, K

he gets older, his connection to things is even more noticeable. It could just be that
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he somehow sensed my own anxiety and it found its way into his dream, like some

kind of bleeding effect. Besides that, in mydream Hordakd i dndot seem i nteres
Dare or anything else other than destruction. The world, the entire universe, was

dyi ng. He wasnét stopping by Tellus just to
ti me. o Adam hateditsd emadlse albidgitctt i wfn, hiasnd he
there was no doubt that the | ast time Hordak

specific mission of taking her. If Hordak had had a plan when it came to his return
to Tellus within Agpwnbaéndo rateitdcathmeground. had si m

Al think we need to call on the Council ,
el se has received reports of apparitions |
suggested, but also to warn them of Hordak. We have t0.0

AOrihuesr,efts nothing to go on yet regarding

Adam cautioned. AWhil e we Eternians consi de
know that not everyone on the Council feels
fool before the entireloto f t h e m, and thatds the | ast thin
keep the Council functioning smoothly. Il do

|l east not yet. o

Mekaneck nodded, though he obviously dis
Maj esty, b udo lomgo I Wet get wwveen an inkling that Hordak is coming
here, weoll need to warn them. We 61 | need t

AOf course, 0 Adam said, Abut it could sti
fact is an issue are these strange apparitions the peoplehave been seeing.
deal with those first, and i f we find out an
that information on then, and onlythen. | 6 m sorry, but | need you
command.o T e e | a neekmddded,dkt Adam knew that he would hear more

about this from his wife later. With the issue decided, Adam pressed a button on
the table and activated the holocommunicator housed within its center. The first
Council member he called on was his old friend and ally, Stratos of Avion. When
the image of the winged Avionian wavered and came into focus, the three Eternians
smiled in greeting. They had caught him mid-flight, the holosphere that flew with
him capturing his graceful movements and projecting them into the room.

i hopmeonwydu mi nd my keeping this short, Ki
a situation here. o As Stratos spoke, he qui
leathery-winged creature. It was hard to tell given the limited image range of the
holosphere what flew with him.

Al 6l l try to be brief then. Stratos, 0 Adse
and concern crossing his face, ARare you in b
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AAye! 0 Stratos shouted as he dodged anoth
of beast emerged from out of the caverns. They appear to be turbodactyls, but
t h e ybéen extinct for thousands ofd ba | oud squawk drowned out
|l ast word as he barely missed being slashed
feet.

1]

Stratos?!0 Teela criedpsatnbetdyfor the A

That was close, 0 he said as he flew back
l 6m fine. Adam, these creatur essingelongnodot exi
before even your King Grayskull was born. | know every inch of those caverns and

bve never seen anything to |l ead me to belie
Their being here makes no sense. 0

=)}

Al agree, 0 Adam replied. Webve been gett
coming back from the past. Sous faalbreenold | | we 6 v |
structures; castles and things of that nature, and even then, nothing that you could
physically touch. Are you telling me that an actual living thing has returned, and an
extinct species, at that?o

AThat would appearfitoeme&, d h&t rcatses rod @l i €
escaping quickly as he avoided the creatur es
di dndt know what to believe. When mysel f ar
were attacked. If there are similar reports elsewhere,they need to be | ooked
He dodged another of the Preternian flyers |
Adam, but | must end this conversation. If you find the cause of this phenomena,

be sure to pass it on so that we may help pu
AlilwWl, Stratos, 0 Adam replied. Al f Avion
il think we 6 | | b,éut & thimgs adpdange | will call on the Council. Good

luck. o

The image shut off and the three Eternians hoped that Stratos and his people
would indeed be safe. Over the next hour, they contacted other members of the
Council of Kings and heard similar reports of giant reptiles, carnivorous plants, and
other extinct species roaming the lands once more, ghostly apparitions appearing
and disappearing without warning, and other incidents that, more and more, began
to make it seem as if time itself had begun to run amok. As it stood, they had only
one last member to contact. If he would actually answer this time was something
they could only wait and find out. He often ignored communications coming from
Eternos Pal ace. To Adambés surprise, it was
of his uncle Keldor emerged from the center of the table. Keldor had aged only
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slightly due to the curse of long life the Sorceress of Grayskull had put upon him.

Still, his responsibilities as ruler of the reborn kingdom of Zalesia were wearing on

him despite it, with slight streaks of gray appearing throughout his black hair
complimenting the thin band of silver that made up his crown and, with the clarity

of the hologram, Adam could r ecogni ze a weariness within
AKel dor, 0 Adam greeted hi m.

ANephew, 06 Keldor said with a touch of anmn

serious. il 6ve been awaiting your call .o
Al ttakeuidbve been experiencing strange phe
well 20 Adam asked. Kel dor nodded in acknowl
of reports from across Tellus, things like buildings from the past suddenly returning
inaghost-l i ke f orenx, pol aA dnaend . AEven extinct speci e
once mor e. Time itself seems to be in flux.
Al ndeed, 06 Kel dor agreed. ABut itds mor e

structure here in the Sands of Time that appeared seemingly overnight, along with
t wo others el sewhere. o

ASpectral buildings, |ike the kind we hayv

AOh no, these are quite real, o0 Keldor sa
Zal esia and see them for yourself .o

Adam was dumbfounded byaltheywamusa ctl kadts wou a@\s

been king, youbve never once invited me to Z
Kel dor cracked a wry smile. Al't wasnobt ar

doubts my words. As someone who is more f

summoning you here to bear withess on my behalf. The Council needs to know

just how serious this situation is. 0

AWhat do you mean?0 Adam asked.

Kel dords smile faded and his voice grew s
returned. O

Adamés face went pal e. ookedtblesumcleoreee Tower s

more and saw the sincerity in the manbs eyes
ther e, al most i mperceptible. It was an emo
Kel dor: dread. AWeol | |l eave i mmedi ately. o
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3.
SANDS OF TIME

Adam, Teela and Mekaneck left Eternia almost immediately after speaking
with Keldor. Teel ads father Duncan had been
to keep watch over the young prince. Regardless of the peace that had reigned
over the last several years, it was a rare occurrence that the royal family would
leave the kingdom together. With Adam and Teela gone, Dare was next in line for
the throne. Duncan took his responsibility very seriously for he was not just
protecting his grandson, but also the boy who would one day become king. Never
having been to the resurrected kingdom of Zalesia, Adam was unsure of how to
present himself. He decided in the end that he would need to look strong in front
of the Gar warriors, dH#es.pHetvae nbthusthigcrobrei ng Et e
but also donned his armor; a rather colorful combination of silver and gold with red
and blue highlights. He brought with him the sword that his father Randor had
brought back with him from Etheria. It was an ornate weapon, itself adorned with
gold. Its silver blade was broad and sharp, its hilt formed into a cross, reminiscent
of the one Adam once wore upon his chest as He-Man.

Foll owing Adamés | ead, Teel a awwss.Mekanec.
Teel ads beanmupdatedtwdhda more armored appearance in recent years,
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but it was still sleek enough to allow her sufficient movement in battle. Adam smiled

inwardly knowing that the weight of her sword, safely nestled within its sheath upon

her back, must feel comforting to his warrior wife, who rarely carried it these days.
Mekanecko6és armor had also been enhanced sin
Guard, but it remained largely unchanged visually, the mechanical red armor still

able to expand and protect his exposed lower face when circumstances called for

it. Adam noticed that his friend clutched his mace-like club nervously, his hands

sweating. Orius had never been comfortable with the tenuous alliance between

Eternia and Zalesia, or more specifically between Adam and Keldor, the former

having not so long ago been their most feared and hated enemy, Skeletor. Adam

did his best to reassure his friends as the\
Rai der . Al know Kel dor can be edAlthdughar ound t
Il donét think weol| ever be friends, we can
serious as the Three Towers returning.?o

ASpeaking of whi ch, Adam, what exactly &
asked. Al 6ve never he arethentioh of themegaet you sowhy di d
rattl ed?o

Adam hadndét realized until that moment th
to explain his reaction regarding Keldoroés w
had rushed off. He was thankful that in the years since his joining the two halves
of the Sword of Power, heod tsavdralioftheaotherchi | dh o«
Masters, the truth of his former dual-identity as He-Man. It was not public
knowledge by any means, but he trusted Orius and the other s  hodd vith more
than just his life; he trusted them with his greatest secret. Orius having that
knowl edge woul d ma k e Adamos explanati on re
complicated, as it related directly to that very secret.

Al 6m sorry, 0 h astelodegva,n never eikplamed ihg toviers,
or at | east what | know of them. o He graspe:
as he recalled an old conversation. AWhat |
of Grayskull, back when | was still He-Man. | used to seek her counsel from time
to time when | was having doubts, which | have to admit was pretty often. | know
that | came off as brash and uncaring in my youth, but I think you both understand
that that was just what | projected on the surface. The truth was that, at least in the
beginning, being He-Ma n terrified me . reall conckpt doh 6 t have
responsibility at first. More than that, ev
still very childish and had long been sheltered by the Mystic Wall, unaware of the
horrors that would await us when it fell. Over the years, | embraced my new role
as the most powerful man in the universe, but it was rocky at first and the Sorceress
was the one that comforted me the most back then. She couldnd lbe a mother to
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Teela, and | feel that she may have satisfied at least some of her motherly instincts
by providing me with the guidance | needed. However, there was one time that her
words did little to bring me comfort. They were meant to galvanize me for a coming

war . She had had a vision of it and was <cer
AAnd these towers have something to do wi
fYes, O he answered. fShe told me that, |

there was a massive war between three different armies: The Horde, led by Hordak

even then, the Snake Men, led by King Hiss, and the first Eternian army, led by my

ancestor King Grayskull. The war was preceded by the appearance of three

magical towers, each representing a different elder god of the universe. The role

the towers themselves played is unknown, but their arrival was the sign that the end

was near. When all was said and done, the Snake Men were imprisoned in a frozen

field of time, located deep beneath Snake Mountain, and Hordak was banished to
Despondos. Despite Grayskull s victory, Hor
the battle and he didndét survive, succumbing
war, this oO6UItimat e Ba thaddesgribeu i, hatl uliimatals t he So
ended all their rules and the First Age along with them, setting the stage for the

second. After Grayskull s death, the towers
bet ween di mensions. 0

ABut what does thwatut?bdbaMekaonedb avskad.

AThat 6s what worries me, 0 Adam answered.
she6éd had a vision of the towers returning a
of our current age, just as they had the last. She told me that I, as He-Man, would
play arole in the ultimate battle, al ong wi th her and the power

ABut my mother is dead, o0 Teela said, an e
as she spoke. Avlamd aynoyurtorree .noot He

ANot to ment i®asttlhee Graaxcyts kihlalt i s gone, 0 Mg

il know, and thatoés precisely the reason
about her vision since the castle fell, but maybe shewas only partly 7righi
reasoned. APer haps t hi ng $hatthafutee wvahabvayg e d ? Shi

in motion, that time is relentless. Maybe the war is still coming, this second Ultimate
Battleground, and it will be fought regardless of whether or not we have the power
of Castled , e trailed off as the Wind Raider crested a hill, bringing a familiar
horizon into view, AGrayskull , o he finished.
where Grayskull once stood strong and proud was within sight. Near it was one of
the very towers Adam had spoken of, glistening in the sun. It was as if it had

32



appeared overnight. Perhaps it had. Piercing the sky, the tower resembled the
brickwork of Castle Grayskull. It was called Zoar Tower, and had been King

Grayskull 6s base of operations during the |
startling was the fact that there was, near the legendary Zoar Tower, a ghostly
apparition of Castle Grayskull itsel f. The

face to drain of color. Teela and Mekaneck followed his line of sight, but were
focused on the tower, rather than the returned castle.

AAdam, are you alright?06 Teela asked.

Altds Zoar Tower, 0 he said. AfnOne of the
said that the towers were back, but | never expected to see Castle Grayskull itself
again. o

ACsat | e Grayskull ?0 Mekaneck responded.

=]

Of course, 0 Adam sai d. nCandt you see |
Al see the tower just fine, 0 Mekaneck res

Adam turned the controls toward the spectral Grayskull and upped the Wind
Rai der s speed.askedagatham? 0 Teel a

Al can see it, 0 Adam answered. Al can se.
castle that Mekaneck and | investigated ear/|
looked to his wife and friend, but knew immediately upon seeing their confusion that
they didndét share his vision. He scanned th
appeared sincere. AYou really candét see it,

Al dm sorry, Adam, o0 Teela answered, Abut

bel

eve you. o

~

AMe toanecMelspoke up. Al'téds strange t hat
how that tower and all of the other ghost structures have been visible, but Grayskull

has always been a strange place, so what can | say? | definitely agree that we

should check it out. o

Adam felt the wind whipping his long hair about as they sped along to the
place where the ghostly image of Grayskull stood. What did it mean? When he
t hought about it it di dn pdonsideung the otsee  hi m t
apparitions that had recently appeared. In fact, he should have expected it.
Grayskull had always been a uniquely magical structure. What was really throwing
him off was the fact that his companions could see Zoar Tower, but not the castle.
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Why was that? | treact thel spetttal struatkreeand Aolamg Teéleo
and Mekaneck climbed out of the Wind Raider cautiously.

ACan you stil!/ see it?0 Mekaneck asked.
AOh yes, 0 Adam answered. Alt |l ooks just
paused, searching for an accurate descr i pt or , Ayounger, someho

how else to put it. It looks younger, healthier, more vibrant. It was practically held
together by magical threads as we knew it, but here itlooks asifi t 6 s j ust been b

AWhat do you tkBehk BskmdansfWhYy can only
never had a direct connection to the castle, but | was Sorceress for a brief time, and
| canot see it either. o

nJeal ous?0 Adam asked.

ADonoét be silly, o0 she replied. Q| j ust
here. o
After a moment of thought, Adam shrugged

think the best way to do that is to continue to Zalesia and see what Keldor and
Evelyn have to say about the towers, o0 he sai

excitement . Anlf this castle is anything |ike th
just a ghost of the past and nothing more. )
can teach me. 0 As Adam and his companions w

shadowy figurewi t hin the castle approached the turre
them in silence as they left.

yd

e

Despite the wind that whipped by them as they travelled, Adam felt a bead
of sweat grow on his brow as their vehicle approached the once-lost city of Zalesia.
The desert was hot, but the heat of the sun v
Adam had been to Zalesia before, but only when it had still been in ruins. In the
years since Keldor had raised it from the sands and restored the great city, Adam
had never once returned. Now a kingdom once more, Zalesia had become the
permanent home of the Gar, a war-like race that had become nomadic after
centuries of forced exile. Half Gar himself, Keldor had finally given the feared race
a permanent home, naming himself their king in the process, of course. No Gar
argued the appointment or title and the fact that they had accepted Keldor as king
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only proved their gratitude, as the blue-skinned race typically disavowed those who
werenodt Apur e ewdre marydicede adlturesTabrass Tellus, most of
which got along in peace, Adam reasoned silently. Perhaps the Gar had an
undeserved reputation. Nevertheless, he still felt nervous as he parked the Wind
Rai der and approached ihAeelaandWMekdansck follansng
closely behind.

Two of the blue-skinned guards stood watch over the gate, opening it as
Adam and his friends approached. The guards wore purple and gold armor that,
while mechanical in nature, still managed to appear ripped from the past,
reminiscent of those worn by the Gar war-mages of the First Age. Prior to the
scattering of their race across the planet, the Gar were known for their magic and
that, combined with their advanced knowledge of mechanics and science, gave the
humans of Preternian times plenty of reason to fear them. The Gar were then newly
arrived to Tellus, having travelled from a long-forgotten planet located somewhere
in what was now considered the unexplored regions of space. Regardless of their
prowess wi t h magic and science, perhaps
the more primitive natives of Tellus to fear them anyway, Adam reasoned. People
always tendedtof ear what they didndét wunder st
later, Adam found himself feeling that same fear; that of someone who found
themselves in a strange land, surrounded by strange people. Then again, perhaps
that was how the Gar themselves felt even now, having been repeatedly ousted
from their chosen homes over the centuries, the constant rejections paving the way
for their nomadic nature by necessity rather than by choice. Ostracized from every
other culture they shared the planet with, the Gar were ever the untrusted outsiders.
Keldor giving them a home and a leader had united them in a way that they had
never been on this planet, leading the Gar to become one of the most powerful
races on Tell us; a sudden shift that
more than they were willing to admit. Change in power structures were always
difficult, and were often met with hostility. An uprising against the Gar was always
a possibility, especially from the smaller races, who felt more threatened, but so far
peace had been successfully mauandtorathemet
said as he and the other guard stepped aside, bowing slightly out of courtesy, but
nothing more, allowing Adam and his group to pass by. The Gar only truly bowed
to their own king and queen.

Adam knew that if he was feeling tense, then Teela must be too, and
Mekaneck even more so. Still, he put on the bravest face possible as they made
their way to the Temple of Zalesia. The temple had been impressive enough on its
own, before the restoration of the city, the lone building standing in stark contrast
to the surrounding desert, but it now stood out even more as a uniquely powerful
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structure. None of the other Zalesian architecture could match its grandeur.
Another set of heavily armored guards parted for Adam and his companions as they
made their way up the sand-swept marble steps. The last time Adam had been
here, the columns inside the palace had been cracked and strung together with a
thick tapestry of spider webs. Now restored to their original glory, the white marble
columns gleamed before him, their intricate designs no longer filled with dust, but
accented with gold and beautiful to the eye.

A female Gar approached them from a hallway to their left. She wore the
long, ornate robes of a scientist, her face largely hidden within a ceremonial hood.
To the Gar, science was practically a religion in and of itself, and there was little
difference between a scientist and a master of magic. Their god Havok, long ago
adopted from the ancient Zalesians who had called this city home before its
destruction, symbolized the chaos of life itself; the things that their science could
not explain, and most importantly, the essence of change and adaptation. Havok
was a god t hat suited t hem, considering t
surroundingsr egul arly for centuries. Despite the
were not as reasonable and reserved as they would appear to one unaware of their
customs. They had a strict code of honor, but an equally voracious taste for war to
give it meaning and Adam found that duality troublesome. The Eternian king looked
ahead as their guide pointed toward a wide and elaborately decorated staircase at
the templeds center. AThis way, o0 she said
Adam and his group should ascend them. The woman remained at the bottom of
the stairs, watching them in silence as they made their way to the top alone. When
they reached the apex of the stairway, the mechanical door that it led to swung
open almost silently. Entering, they found Keldor sitting upon his throne, otherwise
alone in the large room. He was casually attired, or at least as casually as Adam
had seen him. He wore a purple silk shirt, black leather trousers and black boots.
The silver bracers that adorned his forearms gleamed in the light let in by the large
wi ndows of the templebs throne room. The n
remained seated as they approached.

Adam nodded in greeting while he, Teela and Orius stopped a respectful
di stance from the karsautdesi mphyncl e,

ANephew, 0 Keldor replied in turn, giving
you and your friends have come dressed for w
AThe Gar admire strength, o Adam sai d. -

knew | was aware of their customs. 0
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Kel dor chuckled, and Adam suspected that t

unease. Alf you say so. o0
AWhat youbve done here is, 0 Adam paused,
the rejuvenated temple they stood in, Aincre

Keldkorsi ghed and waved his hand dismissivel
pleasantries, shall we? | have no stomach for such nonsense and | highly doubt

that youdbre enjoying it.o
AOf course, 0 Adam replied amicably. ASha
Keldor rose fromhis seated position and smiled gri

The half-Gar sorcerer made his way to a back door hidden behind his throne and
beckoned them to follow.

As they entered the hidden passageway ¢t he
but s peak awphe Towei d/Zoarson our way here. | assume that the

Centr al Tower is here in Zalesi a, as it was
Kel dor nodded. Al ndeed. ltés nearby, an
be seen to the East, near Snake Mountain.o

The tunnel Keldor lead them through was small and cramped, but Adam
could already see the end of it, not far ahe

at the prospect of what their return means, 0
Al fear nothing, 0 Kelndomgd gi d,o rAataimédrs wmaac
AWe didnoét see the Central Tower on the w
Al't i s beyond Zal esia, but reasonably clo

it youoll understand why it wasnot visibl

approached the door at the end of the hidden tunnel, Keldor opened it, leading them

out side not just the templ e, but the walls o

was once an escape route for Zalesian leaders during the First Age. | use it when

| wish to leave the temple quietly. Never having had a king before, the Gar can be

a bit overprotective for my taste.o
nWwWel | , |l ook at you, 0 Adam heard a famili a

they emerged from the secret exit. He turned to see Evelyn walking toward them.

She wore an elaborate black and purple gown with a plunging neckline, her familiar

staff held tight in her right hand. Eyeing

that youdbve finally adopted the proper | ook

nodded in greeting. AAnd you | ook |l ovely, of
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AHeb6s well, 0 Teela said shortly. Al t houg
Zalesian contact, Teela had never gotten completely comfortable around the
woman, especially when it came to discussing their son. She could never forget
the fact that Evelyn and Keldor had been c¢omj
Adora when she was but a babe. Adam knew that his wife would never fully trust
the woman. In the back of his own mind, he often thought that perhaps she was
right not to. Evelyn had helped them in the past, most notably in helping Adam find
his father after the man had been lost to Despondos, but the sins of the past could
never truly be erased. The look of sadness that remained buried deep within

Evel ynds eyes, but visible to those who kneyv
truth also.

ATatgood to hear, 0 Evelyn replied. Al f
from here. | 6 m s ur eonelday. wi | N borife tomMegkamgeckp o we r f u |
as she passed hi m, she returned to the subj
|l eading the way as they walked to the base
Tower is on the other side. o

After a rather difficult climb, the spire of the Central Tower became visible as
they reached the duneds highest point. Step
tower came into view, hidden in a valley within the Sands of Time. Adam knew that
Zoar Tower, near Grayskull, represented the Eternian falcon-goddess. Viper
Tower, located near Snake Mountain, represented the snake god, Serpos. Good
and evil, respectively. Following that pattern, Adam would have expected this third
tower to represent the third most well-known god of Tellus, the ram-headed Havok.
It was instead adored with a giant catdés hea
tower s entrance. Not an expert in Zal esian
silently whether the cat that graced the tower somehow represented Havok as well,
despite the absence of any symbols that were familiar to him. Would it truly be that
odd for the god of change to adopt different symbols, different interpretations, over
time? Adam reasoned that that possibility was likely.

Pointing to the East, Keldor showed that Viper Tower was also visible in the
far distance. AAsS you can see, the Three To
voice turnin g 0 mi n o uvath their @ppeardnce, we enter the end of our age,
and perhaps the end of everything. o
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4.
THECALL

The five of them stood in silence for several minutes as they took in the sight
of the fabled towers before them. Al n a wa:
them would reappear hetrokf,adc tHwel y nfi Tshtea t adn dnsa |
have always been a mystical and mysterious location. Growing up, my father would
tell me stories of caravans from his time that would pass through this place, never
to be seen again. Hunting parties would disappear, only to return to the city months
later, not feeling as if any time had passed. As a youth, | was forbidden to come
here, away from his watchful eyes, or what p
knew, was the spirit known as The Faceless
cour s eadded.s h e

AWho first saw the towers?0 Teela asked.

il did, 0o Evelyn said. AThese days, a goo
know better than to wander out here alone. However, | had a vision last night; a
great battle where the skies rained bl ood. o

~

Adam coul dnodt hide his shock. il had a
you see Hordak in yours?o

N
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AHordak?d Evelyn asked. ANot specificall
ar my . Where were you?o

~

Al n my dream, Cast | e. NGtramay apbavitioh,buhread r et ur n
That 6s where | found myself, 0 Adam replied.

AHow very strange, 0 she said. Al n my vis
Gar army. The city stood behind us in flames, the battle stretching on as far as |
could see,®l sheowslad dappear that your dream a

Adam, but that yours took place in a differe
AAnd you saw these towers in your dream?0o0
AYes, 0O she answered. Al n my joded.eldeln, howeyv

as if we were protecting them somehow. | know the old legends well, Adam and |
knew as | stood amongst the Gar watrriors fighting against The Horde that my vision

wasa fight for our very planet, i f nest more. o
i n thought for a moment before turning back
vi sion ended, I was covered in sweat, as i f

moments before. | made my way to the highest point of the temple and looked
toward the Sands of Time, where | had seen the Central Tower in my vision, and
there it stood, in stark reality, as if plucked from my dream. Looking in the directions
of both Snake Mountain and the peak where Castle Grayskull once stood, | could
also see the other two. Seeing the towers came with a bizarre feeling of familiarity,

as i f theydd al ways been there. o
ABut they werendt, o Mekaneck said. AThi s
this just appear overnight?0 he ashered, point
AfZal esia was also |l ost to the sands, befo
more, 0 Keldor said. AThings that have been
when the time is right. o
ADo you think it 0sonplrelsssaould haee donk thiswitk o me on e
magi c?0 Adam asked. AThat someone would wan
Kel dor shook his head. ACanét you feel i

the power to do this. o

ifiThen what does?0 Mekaneck asked.

=)}

The gods, boy, 0 Keg¢tdwand theEFtesname Captainof gl anci n
the Guard. AOnly the gods themselves coul d
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Mekaneck took a step toward the Central T
we going to check it out?o0

ANot without an ar myadat our backs, 0 Kel do

Adam nodded. AFor once | agree with my
simply don6ét know enough about these towers

NfBesides, o0 Teela chimed in, Aif the stori
we might get lost somewhere in time ourselves.o

AAl right, 06 Mekaneck said with a sigh. il
the disappointment on his friendbés face none

AHas there been any change to the towers
ASome of the other phenomleywotno hmetturf mdlealt awa

ANo, 0 Evelyn said. AUnf ortunatel vy, I do
anywher e. Not until wh theyspolerthesushaddippagdng i s 0\
past the crest of the dunes that surrounded the valley and dusk had settled upon
the group. Evelyn | ooked to Adam and his <co
are welcome to spend the night here, if you wish. The desert is a dangerous place
at night, even without the threat of ghosts

Adam lookedtoKel dor, who seemed annoyed at Evely
was right. It wasndét worth the risk of tra\

the strange occurrences that have been plaguing the planet since the towers
returned. Zalesia had so far been spared of any extinct species or anomalies of
that nature, but there was no telling if or when that would change. Adam felt safer
in the knowledge that his group would be able to spend the night here with a roof

over their heads. DTRraskirvout 6BEveloynrouYd e ?
ANo trouble at all, o0 the woman answered.
AOh, shut up, 06 she said playfully. Altés on
AYou wono6ét even know wedre here, 0 Adam sa

AFi ne, 0o Kel SpyouwilléeplIli etdh.e Counci I of the t
took notice of the fact that Keldor was asking him far away from his subjects. The
|l ast thing Keldor wanted was to appear weak.
did demand their respect. His asking for help in this regard was more than just out-
of-character for the sorcerer, it showed just how serious the situation was.

AYes, of course, o0 Adam replied. AAl t houg!
word carries more weight at the Council than you give yourselfc r edi t f or . 0
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ANonet hel es s, they respect you, 0 Keldor s
the towers in person will accomplish more than | would be able to on my word
al one. 0o

Adam smiled. In the years since the Council of Kings had brought them
togetherin a tenuous alliance, it was the <cl oses
gotten from the man.

V4

e

Adam awoke the next morning fateghtmeg gr ogag
sl eeping away from home. Hedéd had no dream
remember and from what he could gather, neither had Keldor, Evelyn, or the others.

No one had mentioned any new visions, at any rate. Not long after sunrise, Adam,

Teela and Mekaneck left Zalesia. Knowing that they would be gathering the Council

the following day, Keldor and Evelyn had agreed to join them at that time. Until

t hen, Adambébs uncle had preparations to make.
but when Keldor made preparations, it usually meant magic.

Adam and his companions climbed into his Wind Raider in silence. Evelyn
had seen the Horde army in a vision; a Vvisio
Adam and Dar e 6s -lkerdreansabmun®he Harde.oltrwould appear
that, with the reemergence of the Three Towers, war was indeed on the horizon. It
was now abundantly clear that that war would involve Hordak and his army, just as
another epic war had once before, over a thousand years before. Only then, the
world had had King Grayskull, who had emerged victorious over Hordak, cementing
Eterni aés | egacy in the history of Tell us. Leg
was a warrior king whose feats of strength would fuel myths and songs for a
millennium. It was that very power that Adam had channeled into for years, allowing
him to become He-Man. The thought of his ancestor painfully reminded Adam that
he no longer had access to that strength. He was now a mere man; a man who
had once had the power, but no longer.

The Eternian king wished that his fellow Council members could arrive faster,
but it would take a full day for them all to arrive at Eternos Palace with such short
notice. Most Council meetings were conducted with holospheres, but the yearly
meeting that they conducted in person was overdue as it was and Adam knew that
theseevent s wer e more than worthy. Mekaneck had
needed to be warned, not only of the Three Towers and what their return meant,
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but of the threat that Hordak posed. A possible invasion by The Horde had been
one of the primary reasons that the Council had been formed in the first place; an
effort to unite Tellus against a commonfoe. Des pi t e Adamés eaw | i er do
seemed clear that that foe was coming for them. Adamd &ope now was not only
that the Council would believe him, but thattheywe r e n 6 t toalate. e a d y

yd

e

Adam held the controls tightly as they passed Zoar Tower and came near
the apparition of Castle Grayskull once more. Adam, he heard avoicet hat wasnot
his own say within his mind. Adam, return to the castle. We need to speak. A chill
ran through his body brought on by old memories long gone. The voice sounded
like the Sorceress! Adam once again turned sharply in the direction of the spectral
Castle.

AAdam, what are you doi ng? bbacktoé&teraos as k e d .
Palace and warn the Council. More than that, | need to find somewhere to hide

Dare, to keep him safe. 0
Al know, Teela, 0 Ada mhas-hoomalthendoftloevagzed t he | o0
engi nes. Al candt expl asiteof Cdstle Glayskull fvee have t
ltés calling to me, and you know | candét ighn
AOf course not, o Teela said, though her

queen likely felt that Grayskull had impacted their lives enough. Would it continue
to do so, even after crumbling to dust years ago?

Adam leapt from the Wind Raider as soon as it had stopped and made his
way to the ghostly form of what had once been Castle Grayskull. The king looked
on as the jawbridge lowered across the open chasm that separated them from the
solitary peak that the castle had once called home. The ghostly castle in Dustwind

that Adam and Mekaneck had investigated had,]
completely frozen in time. The facned t hat Ca
proved to him that there was something distinctly different about this particular

phenomenon, if it wasndét already obvious due
He stepped away from the chasm and rejoined
justlower ed, but | donét feel as if | can cross,
Orius and | saw, | 6d pass right through the
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The three of them stood silently for a moment before a loud series of musical
notes pierced the a i r . The wind whipped up around th
about his face. Turning to the soundds or i (
l' ight that appeared in the open air one hundr
I't was a port &Kley! of ARleamCesdhmiud ed. AHor dak m
back! Draw your weapons!o The thrfele of the
his hands perspire in anticipation of a battle that he was not yet ready for. Not even
close.

In the distance, the portal opened fully and a lone figure shot out of it,
tumbling to the grassy fields of the healed planet. A Horde scout, perhaps?
Expecting to see the bulky mechanical armor of a Horde Trooper, the Eternian King
and his companions were shocked to see just who it was that stood up in the tall
grasses as the portal closed behind her. It was a woman, Adam noted. She was
tall, with blond hair that was long and flowing. Held tight in her right hand was the
Sword of Protection. i Ador d@ingoin. iSke hadai d sof t
changed considerably. Wearing a white dress adorned with golden armor and a
flowing red cape, she wore a winged headdress, the gold that it was forged from
glinting in the sunlight. Standing much taller than he remembered, she was leanly
muscled and resembled the warrior women of ages past that Adam used to hear
stories about. He realized then that, as he had once used the Sword of Light to
harness the power of Grayskull, she must have similarly used the Sword of
Protection, becoming a mighty warrior that was almost familiar, yet stunningly
different from He-Man. A d o r re@w ok suited her, however. Rather than the
bl ack and gray armor of Despar a, along with
visage, she now resembled a goddess of the old tales. Her beauty was stunning.
Amazing, he thought.

Adora sheathed the sword on her back as she approached. As she
approached, Adam was startled to see that sh
been gone, not physically, but in the expression of weariness she wore on her face,
despite her attempts to hide it upon seeing Adam and his companions. It was a
weariness that Adam knew well. It came from years of war, along with the pain of
the lost friends that went with it. Adam flushed with shame, wishing not for the first
time that he could have helped her more in her war against The Horde, but he had
had enough trouble keeping the Council functioning here on Tellus, not to mention
his duties as a father. Besides, without the Power of Grayskull, what could he have
done?

AAdam, 0 she said brightly, rushing toward
re here?o0

(@)}

you
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Al was about to ask you the same thing, 0
coming. o

Al dm so happy to see yosmilingBvaroly fiseshe! 06 she

embraced hi m. AfAnd Teela and Ori us, t oo, of
back.
AYou | ook so different, o Teela said.
Adora nodded. AUsing the power of the S

transform, as Adaind,onccoen fdiirdmiongs hhei ssaconcl usi c
the Sorceress has been a real blessing as things have only gotten worse on Etheria.

I n this form, -R&mokndaki mag iStmet he sight of h
some amusement that he had to look up to meet her eyes, however with the words

Al et the power raveteduto her,normaiforsm. si 8 Bet | 6m st il |
comfortable as myself, 0 she said. Adam smil
al ways been the case, Ipara Fotte Captaniofsheldardé s day s
army, were far behind her now.

Altéds wonderSistet, 0t Adsaane syaouwd,, Abut | candt
this isnét just a soci al cal |, especially cc
brings you here?o0

AAl ghowt thrills me to see you all again,
answered. Al 6m here on a mission. 0O

i Wh a't kind of mi ssion?0 he asked.

AA mission to travel here, 0 Adora said, 0
the ghostly castle behind him.

fiYou can see it too?0 he asked.

A Wel | yes, 0 she replied. AWhy ? Canot t
Mekaneck, who shook their heads. il guess n
guestion. AWhat do you think it mermnhs, Adanmn
t hem?o

Before Adam could speak, a birdds cry pier

once again spoke in his mind. Only the heirs of Grayskull can see the castle in this
state. Glancing toward his friends, Adam recognized that they had all heard the
voice this time. In a single movement, the group looked up to see a bird of prey
soaring through the air toward them from the direction of the castle, backlit by the
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sun. As the bird dove to meet them, Adam caught a glimpse of its wing. It was the
color of budding leaves.

AThat 6s a green fal con,abt PAaiarm twhao spletr ®.d,
the Sorceress has returned. 0

The falcon landed on the ground at their feet. As it folded its wings forward
over its head, the bird enveloped itself within a cocoon of blinding light. Adam and
his companions shielded their eyes from it instinctively. When they reopened them,
Adam was shocked to see a stranger standing before them. The woman in front of
them certainly reminded Adam of the Sorceress of Grayskull that he knew, but this
was definitely not Teelabs mother Teela ONa.
tall as Adora and wore the elaborately decorated gold and silver armor of a bygone
age over a white tunic. Upon her head was a sculpted helm that represented Zoar,
much | ike Teela ONadbs feathered headdress ha
instead comprised of gold-p|l at ed ar mor . Wh smmmeany Wayyge | a O Na
symbolized peace, this woman was obviously a warrior. Adding to her unique
presence, large angelic wings spread wide from her lower back. In her right hand
she clutched a golden staff.

AWho are you?0 Teela asked.
Al am the Sorceress of Grayskull, o0 the wo

AYoubre not the Sorceress that | Knew, 0 Ti
disappointed that it was not her mother she saw before her.

ANo, 0 the woman said. Al am the first Sor
mot her accepted my burden. |l am call ed o6Vee
AVeena?0 Adam asked. A Ags Grna yosVkewelnlag, ? & h e
AOne and the same, 0 she answered. AAl T w

fRegardless of how i mpossi bl e yetheres t hat

A

youstand, we candét enter the castle, 0 Adam reason

AOnlygyabee it i s caught between di mensions
answered, as if it were the simplestt hi ng shedd ever had to expl
fixed, 0 she cont i nshedointed itRiathe €astre.gThéspectras t a f f
structurevibratedand shook and, before Adam and Ador ac
its color, brick by brick, as Veena pulled it into phase with their current time. Within
a minute, it was there, as if it had never left. Looking to his wife and Orius, Adam
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knew thattheyc oul d now see it too. ANow, 0 Veena s
Adora to enter. o

AWhat about us?06 Teela challenged.

AYou wil | return home to Eternia, o0 Veena
di sappoint ment on the queenods fyawmsasshe add
disrespect. What is to happen inside is for the heirs of Grayskull alone. Only they
may enter at this time. o

AAnNd you?0 Teela asked.

AThis castle was once my home, 0 Veena sai
original Sorceress turned towardthec ast | e . AYou must excuse UuUsS.
off actly as she wal ked away. Alt i s 1 mperat.i

Teela gazed upon at the strange woman curiously, but knew that she was
powerless in this situation. Former sorceress herself or not, this particular part of
the journey was beyond her. If Veena had somehow returned from the dead to
speak with her husband, then such a thing was obviously of immense importance.

't was just horrible timing, wabsndandhis AAdam
sister began wal king toward the reborn Cast|
on and call upon the Council. Try to join u

AYour wife is wise, Adam, 0 Veena assured
andgave the gqgueen a soft smile. AFear not, Te
you when the time is right. o

Teela nodded once more as she watched Adam and Adora enter the castle,
the jawbridge closing behind them. This was more than just important, she realized.
This was perhaps exactly what they needed priortoHord a k 6 s ar rQGastla | . Wi t
Grayskull with them once more, they had a fighting chance. Rather than the worry,
she now felt something else: hope.
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S.
THE PROPHECY

N

Il s Grayes&muilng ampel ated to the other ghos
seen?0 Adam asked as the jawbridge cl osed.

A No. It has returned because | willed it
into the throne room. Al f 1 dm to bo@rsthere, t|
Sorceress of Grayskull sat upon her throne, her wings draping over the sides of the

ornate chair. AThe universe is in flux, Ada
thought | ong gone have returned, all because

nSo t Why tthe sghost-like buildings and other phenomenon have
appeared?0 Adam asked.

AfYes, 0O Veena responded, her face i mpassiyv
words, dAbut their time here is fleeting. No
the world will soon returntoitsu s u a | bal ance. o

Adam turned to Adora, who had remained in quiet awe of her surroundings.
AnGrayskul | was already gone befor®steryou retu
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Youdbve never had a c¢ormreéctri drhatno pavkre maodt. | e H
to come here?0

AVeena <came to me in a dream | ast ni ght
unfamiliar Sorceress bef ofTketmiigéomfortundéteShe cal l
Wedd just f d¢lorcekl forced Gwildomtleetlocksmith to build two more
Cosmic Keys. They took time for Gwildor to complete, and he stalled as much as
possible, but he finished them before we could rescue him. Hordak took one, the
ot her was given to his second in command. O

Als Hordak coming here, tt hwehny? oy cAudbavne acsakl € ck
h e r eh@ asked veena, turning toward her. The woman eyed both of them
curiously, but she seemed particularly fasci
wondering why she cofhimdnét take her eyes

AYou | ook much I iAkdkamyo hsuhseb asnadi d . AEven
generations, you are so similar in appearance that it pains me to see you. To you,
D6Vann Grayskull is merely a part of your 1

he was so much more. o
Al 6m sorry,Ipnohsere af how tb respond.p

ADonét be, 0 she replied. Alt is difficul
alsocomf orting. |l t6s been so very | ong. o

AYou were his wife, 0 Adam sai dhatther@ But you
i's more toengwhiost Yfoudm t he past and youdre n
either. o

AYou are correct, Adam, 0 she replied. A
first Sorceress of Castle Grayskul . You Kkt
gueen, but this is merely one of the forms that | have taken over the ages. Itis the
first human form | ever t ook, after I me t
champi on. | desired to be closer to him, o0
embarrassed, though only for a fleetingmome nt , fit o better wunder st a

AAnd what iis your true form?0 Adora asked

Veena smiled thinly. il have many names,
Zoar . o0

AThedB@ess?0 Adam asked, his eyes growing

AA rather | imiting word, o0 she responded.
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Wel , what are you then?0 Adora asked.

=)}

Thed@Gess, 0 Veena replied with apatwhi msi ca
of many things, 0 s heahe entirety ofnall éhihgs. Bua thdse

explanations are not important now, for what | am today is a messenger. More than

a thousand years ago, when King Grayskull was killed, Hordak thought that he had

won, despite his defeat in the battle, by striking a fatal blow to my husband. Even

then, Hordak knew of the prophecy of the Twins of Grayskull; the Twinsof Power . 0

She eyed both Adam and Ador a, putting speci a
you. He thought that with Grayskull dead, the prophecy had been prevented. He

di dndédt know t haAsono was with chil d.

AThe prophecy r eads nthelghtwhletmethevwould d s hi ne

fall to the darkness, 60 Adora quoted. iBut
ot her than the obvious: his kidnapping me?
AYes, pl ease explain that, o Adamoursai d. |

time, told me of this prophecy, but neither Adora nor | have ever fully understood
it. o

Veena smiled faintly. AThat i s because t
of it. It is the second half of the prophecy that Hordak takes a special interest in:
Obut one day, the power of Grayskul/l woul d
more, for only together would the power of their combined light destroy the darkness
forever . 0 Hordakodés twisting Adora into Des

forestall his own end. o

ASo thatos the real reason that he didnot
AThat 6s why he separated wus as infants? We
were together?o0

AYes, 0 Veena replied, Anfor at bsif@ cor e,
nothing but his own survival. Now, despite stealing you away many years ago, you
and Adam have been reunited, as the prophecy
ABut i f youbre from the past, how can yo

AHow coul d you know tahb ofuhte nhyo rhdies?toor y

fBecause sheods Zoar , 0 Adam answheeeed for

architects of the wuniverse. Why woul dndt sh
Adora | ooked to Veena, who mersaliyd.nodidéed.
youreallyaretheGoddess, whyusdomatevyeonu jal |l of this?0
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Why would | do that?0 Veena asked.

ABecause you have the power to, 0 Adora

prevent the evils that Hordak wil|l C O mmi

commi tted in the past?o0

AEvVI | i s nbeacl easnscaer,y0 fVoerena answer ed.
involve ourselves in the affairs of our creations, but Hordak has finally gone too far.
He seeks to travel to the Nexus of Time in an effort to conduct a spell that he thinks
will rewrite the universe in his image. He wishes to become the one and only god.
Hi s hubris is an affront to us. o0

~

ABut how?0 Adora asked. Al t hought
addition to the Cosmic Key? I know he
stopped himbymy def ecting?o

AiBefore you | eft The Horde, 0 Veena

leaving, he has all the blood from you that he needs. Your battle with Hordak has
raged for years and in that time, he has been unsuccessful in taking back your
Cosmic Key. That is why he forced the locksmith Gwildor to make another. Now,
the Three Towers have returned and the window for his spell to be successful draws
ever nearer. Hordaki s running out of time. 0

AThen i f this is happening so soon,
already in motion, why are we not even attempting to stop him? Why are we
standing here talking?0 she demanded.

ATo compl ete his s phahdlcontroHtlwerNdxaskof Time,s t
located at the base of the Three Towers once they have converged. However, their
convergence will take time and he must wait until it is finished. Only once the towers
have united will he be able to achieve his goal. In the meantime, it is imperative

that you both understand what is at stake

sai
samples of your blood for testing. I 6 m

~

n My

he
now

t ?

d,
sur

c

S

n

f

Ador

reac

AWe already know whatés at stake, 0 Ador a

of Time to go back to the beginning of it, he will remake all things in his image and
becomethemast er of the wuniverse.o

Veena | aughed so | oudly that Adora and
pl an that only proves his insanity, o0 she

be

s ali

AYou mean itdéds not possible?0 Adam asked.
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AMy siblings and I a rfee changeeanduime; withauts e . Wi t
us; there is nothing. Hordak cannot end us, nor can he master us. None could,

unl ess we ourselves allowed it.o She shook
So. AThough our end i s i ne\wndwdllldmeonlyal I t hi
when we have agreed upon it. It wondét come
webve <created, and certainly not because of
eradicate all life, but my siblings and I, the universe, will be unaffected. The real
threatistoyouandallt he | i ving creatures that popul at
spell is successful, you will be destroyed. Fortunately for you, | have long held an
interest in human affairs. o

AEnough of an interesdnd h@atAdaom dea&ild. i n |

Al ndeeewleena acknowl edged. iYotahakeal ong t o
god for an ancestor. DoVann Grayskull 6s bl
children, but your true power comes from me,

AThen i f istndtsolelpfoom &nayskull, why was mine taken from me
when Castle Grayskull was destroyed?06 Adam ¢

hal ves of his sword?»o

Veena nodded, understanding his confusi on
King Grayskull and myself, Adam, but many generations separate us. Your power
alone is weak and watered down compared to

sword, you could channel into the power directly, for it was a direct conduit to your
ancestor. You gifted that power to the planet, healing it, as you remember, after

your final battle with Skeletor. Now DoéVan
Protection and what power remains in it now
Al understand, 060 Adam said.
Al 6m not sure that vy ocworddlees il helth gower,e pl i ed.
Adam. That much is proven by ARapbudties own t 1
power of Grayskull is not | ost to you withou

AWhat do you mean?0 he asked.

Veena rose from her throne and abpeproached

power by receiving it just as Grayskul/l firs
Hordak and his | egions. 0

AfoReceiving it just as Grayskul/l first di
under stand. The | egends say that he was bor
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AYes, 0O Veena nodded, a slight smile cross
many things, many of which are fallacies. I
AHow, t heasked AMHdoavn di d he receive it?0

Al f | told you outright, eenawvosuaidd.noti Isnede

| could just give the power to you now, but what would you learn? Besides, | need
you to help me achieve another purpose, so | will send you and your sister to the
proper time in order to find the power for yourselves. Along the way, you will help
make things as they should be, just as you a

AWhat do you mean?0 Adora asked.

Al &m sending you into the past to seek ol
answered.

ABut t hat 6 sAdaramgpleed si bl e, 0

Veena flashed a mischievouss mi | e once again. ANot hing
chil d. ltés just that some things are not p

AAnd you are permitted to do this?06 Adam

AMy siblings and | made the rul es, sur el
them?0 she s ai d.entstafe®iuflax thatove finth @ursatvasrir, | can
send you to the proper time, 0 Veena replied,

time you are finished, the natural order of the universe will have been restored and
the power over time will have returned to Serpos, so it will be up to you to find a
way back. 0

AAl right, so |l etds just accept the fact t
ti me, 0 Adora said. AWhat about this prophec
we ful fildl itfitwvewdédnét nbhowehew 10 get bacl

going to give us a hint?o0

Veena placed a hand wupon each of t hem.
Together, strengthened by the power of Grayskull, the power of Zoar, you and your
brother will return. | know this. When you arrive, you will journey to the Nexus of

Ti me and destroy Hordak once and for all. Y
removed her hands, but kept them raised in the air, palms facing the twins. Her

hands began to glow a bright whiteas t hey | ooked on. ATher e i
tal k, my children, 6 Veena said. NnTeel a was
smiled at her wor dsl|willsendyou nearto Grayskalle Keep i r ony .

your identities a secret during your jour ney, 0 s he HKFonmsumerauxst ed . i
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reasons, recorded history from that era cannot be aware of your true names. We

wi |1 meet again soon. o0 Before either Adam o
overtaken by a brilliant flash of light and felt as if they were falling. Then, there was

nothing.
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PART Il

THE AGE OF SERPOS
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1.
THE MEETING

Waking with a groan, Adam found himself in a grassy field, his skin and hair
wet from a recently fallen rain. He raised himself up on his hands and knees and
found that his entire body ached as it never had before. Thankfully, the feeling was
fleeting. Electricity crackled in the air around him. It quickly faded, but the feeling
of mild static remained, causing the hairs on his arms to stand on end. Looking to
his left, he caught sight of a pair of simple leather boots. He glanced up and saw
Adora smiling down at him. She was dressed like a poor farmer, although
considering what theydd just gone through,
abouttimey ou got her e, 0 s domeabautiteth minuteddgo. Wwak e u p
beginning to worry.o

Adam grunted as he got to his feet, brushing his long blonde hair away from
his eyes. Smoothing down his beard with his hands, he looked down and saw that
his royal armor was also gone, replaced with a simple tunic, loincloth and boots,
appropriate to the time. il guess she dressed us for our
when he saw that their weapons were also gone.
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nAIl I I 61 | say i s thsatb ac ke xwheect wrey roewmtnu rcnl,
f

replied, along with my sword. Weodl |l jJjust h
She also took my Cosmic Key, but | suppose i
than it would be with anyoneeened sumprisingy Adam t

calm considering the dire circumstances the world had been left in back in their own
time.

AYou seem oddly unconcerned about all of

AOur worries |ie one thousand years in t
looping her hair into a loose ponytail behind her head in an effort to cool herself.
Adam had barely noticed the heat yet, but when he did, it came upon him suddenly.
He felt himself begin to sweat as she contin
time before the Thr ee Towers converged and Hordak mad

wedll find our way back before that happens.
to have a real adventure together, to get to know each other away from the kingdom
and your responsibilitesas ki n g . That s something we were
own time. Even when | was staying in the palace, | was always on the move, and
when | was there, you were usually busy with

~

Al guess youdr e r i gh taytbatthegpheaanena eatdld AVeen.
be over soon. Now we just have to be ready
took a moment to brush off a bit of the dirt and pieces of grass that had stuck
themselves to his simple tuni ttheprodpdctohave t o

meeting King Grayskull himself. The man was
around curiously. A Sp esalkeidmigusedrto@layskulh , Veena
butthecastl eds nowhere to be found. Why do you

His point caused Adora to furrow her brow as she found herself equally
confused. She |l ooked around and nodded sl ow
expected to see it here too, butt her e6s no chasm, no peak, and
they dondét exi st yet?o0

fOr maybe she meant that she was sending us to Grayskull himself, and not
the castl e?0 Aldatmh awagblsto needdd fii nd our sel ves i
as before and hwédt begrightus$ hebet thatods ob

Do you think Veena , I dondét know, misfired?

Al have no idea, Adam. Sheds yoBw goddes
I 6m sure she sent us her e fawayfram horeeaocs o n. Ma
some type of diplomatic mission, or something? Anyway, | do see some chimney
smoke coming from that village over there. o

west. iMaybe hebs there?o
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Gl ancing in the direction shed6d indicateo
hi msel f. AWell then | guess thatods our firs

V4

e

Nearly an hour of walking later, Adam and Adora entered the quaint village
theydod seen from afar. The townspeople mill
the twins walked by. The people seemed very poor by modern Eternian standards,
their clothes as ragged as the ones Adam and Adora found themselves in. He was

di sappointed to see that it wasnodét at all [
that hedéd grown up | earning about. I n fact,
that had preceded it, when thisareawasunder the contr ol of King
Me n . Adam could only hope that Grayskull 6s
the people of the village would be eager to help him find the legendary king. Adam

approached one of them, a man chopping wood, withcau t i o n . AExcuse me,

began awk Mexeydusgen the king? King Grayskull? o

The man paused long enough to look the two strangers in the eye cautiously
before he resumed chopping, apparently refusing to answer. The siblings
continued, asking several others the same question as they made their way to the
rather meager village square, but each villager in turn either ignored them or simply
shook their head in response. A few even laughed. Finding a stone bench near
the square, the twinssatdown t o access the situati on. Ny
Altés not going to be easy. o

it never i s with wus, so why would it st
agreement . AWhere do we go from here?b9d

Al have no idea, 0 he admitted.

AOi . You ar@d V aGroakyisnkgu Ifl 20 a woman asked f
window of a shop to their right.

It took all Adam had not to |l eap up exci
stood. il tdéds of gr atheking. mportance that we fii

The woman gave them both a curious look. Ki ng? o6 s hwith aas k ed
chuckle. i Tuhng.tBeésdes,anyone who | ives here knows wt
cocked her head toward a building across the street from her shop.
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Adam and his sister looked in the direction the woman indicated, but only
saw an old combination inn/tavern with a sign in the window that claimed it had the
best mead in the valley.

AHeO6s staying there?0 Adam aslkilkadlythe won
seemed like the kind of place where a king would be.

AYou could say that, o she said.

Adam nodded appreciatively. AThank you
understand how much youdve helped us! o

AHa! OMi |l ady, 6 this one calls me. | f y C
looking a bit perplexed by the strangers, but amused at the same time.

Adam and Adora walked toward the inn and entered, quickly finding that their
eyes had to adjust to the smoky darkness that greeted them inside. An animal pelt
cloak that one of the patrons had hung near the door gave off a pungent smell, like
wet dog. Adam winced in reaction to it as he walked up to the bar and caught sight
of a man who he assumed was the innkeeper, and called him over. The innkeeper

put down a wooden bowl hedéd been cleaning.
what can | get you?bo
Al Bomoki ng for DO6Vann Grayskull, o0 Adam sai
AThat 6s him there, 0 he innkeeper answered

at a corner table. Hugely muscled and clean-shaven but with long and unkempt
blond hair, the man was slumped over what appeared to be an intimidatingly large

lion. twasaligor, Adam realized. T h backm@s@upaml t he cr
down rhythmically as it breathed. ALazy bas
i nnkeeper continued, Adead drunk, as wusual . o

AThere must thak es dmeAdminse sai d, turning back
the counter. Al said D6Vann Grayskull . o

ANo mi st atkeinnkesperrsaid) pointing to the man once again.
AThat 6s him. 0

AThatés really him?0o0 Adora asked. Al t h
hero ? 0

AA hero?06 the innkeeper asked. AGrayskul
Now heds a drunk and a fool . Foll ows the g
that, o he said, his face incredul ous.
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Adam looked above the bar and saw a statue of Serpos, the three-headed
ser pent g o dgwimghpraelsll@ashe made the realization that he and his
sister were not where, or more accurately when, they thought they were. Grayskull
coul dndét be king yet, not with thaleforet atue t |
Grayskullwas king? i Zoar , huh Playing&on@a s k e d

iYeah. Heds mad, he is, 0 the man sai d.
AfVoi ces?0 Adora asked.

~

Al's ther e an Ayeowdices. Heuseld ® geeaBout preaching the

word of Zoar, helpingfolkswhen t hey needed it, much as you
began, Abut that was years ago. Now, heds |
untamed lands. Comes in here every few months or so to drink up my supply while

that blasted animal eats therestofit. d he i nnkeeper | eaned forwar
two seem like decent, Serpos-f ear i ng f ol k, so take old Thul
clear of that one, if | were you. Time catches up to us all, and it caught this one

|l ong ago. Best to | eave him be. 0

Adora nodded slowly, not sure what to think, but Adam saw that she had
also recognized that something was clearly wrong. AWel |l , doomdbtafhravea w
a choice, 0o Whemustpltiaeldk to him, but thank yol

AJust dondét | et hi m t rayothérdrinkc Herhasimnohe you t ¢
more and 16l be out of stock again. o The i
the wooden bowl in his hands by spitting into it and used his saliva instead of water,
wiping it with his tunic. Adam and his sister turned away and walked cautiously
toward the man in the back slumped over the giant cat.

ARemi nd me nrythingt o Addea said with a disgu

Empty bottles were strewn about all around the man the innkeeper had
indicated. Ten were on the table and at least a dozen more surrounded him and
his feline companion on the floor. ADO6Vann
Stirring slowly, the man looked up at them, brushing his long blond hair away from
his face to reveal blue eyes glazed over from the mead.

AWhodés asking?o

AMy nameMan, oHehe sai d, remembering Veena
reveal their identitieRa. oAThis is my twin s
AShe | ooks a | ot younger wthiagawn.y o Ui,Towvi tntee m

you say?o0
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Al t6s a ol oAndga ns troerpyl,i e d . He | eaned for war

tones. AfZoar sent wus to ask for your help.o
Hearing Zoar6s name, the man stood up qui
eyes. AZoatPygimg aokethj sper, but fbHe too | o
swayed violently as he spoke.
AYes, 0O Adora said. AWe need you to take
power . The power of Grayskull . o

AThe ptheveans bammer ed, 0 oHe laGghed heautilydnd ? 0
a huge grin spread across his face before he calmly turned his head, vomited, and
proceeded to fall backward in an unconscious heap. He landed on the ligor once
more, which simply grunted in response and continued sleeping.

Adora | ooked to Adam, who stared s@at the n
and legends of, now sprawled out on the tavern floor with his pet, as drunk as either
of them had ever seen anyone in their |ives.
to say, 0 | told Wawm, 9o sheHsai d, a touch of humor

spoket he name, goibguoctbe evénihaderthan we thought. 0

61



2.
GREAT EXPECTATIONS

ASo much for the power of Grayskull , o0 Ade
his sister once again dunked theirommcestoro
behind the tavern in their so far unsuccessful attempt to wake him from his drunken
stupor.

il don6ét know about that, 06 Adora replied,
it. o She grunted with effort as they pulled
the filthy water and rambled incoherently.

ANot funny, 6 Adam said shortly.
Anlt was a |ittle funny, o6 she argued pl ayf

Adam looked to his twin sister as Grayskull turned and slumped against the
trough, sitting on the gr oawryabcamfindthbsoi r f eet .
amusi ng. Without his help, wedre doomed. A

Adora sighed -Malni, @htslhye. b efgthe , careful not
name in case Grayskull was awake enough now
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entire life is The Horde. | know what 06s at st ake, but sinc

Rebellion, |l 6ve also |l earned to appreciate t
| can. ltds usually fleeting. o
Adam nodded with a slight smile. nOkay,
Al i ttl] e. But we stil]l need to get him sober
been granted great strength from something. That much is obvious just by looking
at hi m. He has to tell us what he did to ge
AAnd how are we goimegl g ou s,0 nevxi ancctel yhd am < toe
candét |l et him know where wedre from, or heol
He shrugged. Al think we should stick wi
According to the innkeeper, Grayskull follows the Goddess, even though the rest of
the people around here worship Serpos. That
AfBesides that, ités the truth, o Adora sai
AWell , there is that, o Adam admitted befo

man sitting at his feet, who was finally coming to. Adam would just have to trust
that Veena sent them to this time for a reason. Maybe Grayskulldo bei ng ki ng di dn
really matter, at least not for their current mission.

AWhere am | ?20 Grayskull asked.

ABehind the tavern, 0 Adam answered.
AWhere is Granger ?0

A Gr a n d\éam asked.

AThe | igor, o0 Grayskull sai d, enunciating

sounding exasperated at having to explain.

AOh, 6 Adam said, Aheds sl eeping it off [
pointed to the large wooden structure a few acres away from where they stood.

AEndearing you to your neighbors, l 6m sur
could eat a half dozen farm animals if he we

Grayskull moaned slightly as he stood up, standing nearly a head taller than
Adam. His height, combined with his wide shoulders and peak physical condition
made for an intimidating presence. AThese p
coolly.
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The innkeeper seemed familiar d&mBaugh wit
you came by often enough. o

i ©courseheds famil|l baGrayshumé acknowl edged w
AHe has good mead. 0 He paused, |l ooking ar o
t hem. ABut these people are Serpos worshipp
yoursifyoutrulyf ol | ow Zoar as you say. o

AYou remember that?0 Adora asked, surpris

amount of mead hedd consumed prior to their

=)}

|l remember, 0 he said simply. AWhat | wart
end you. o

—
(@]
(7))

AWhatyodio mean?0d0 Adam asked.

AwWhat | mean is that Zoar told me that sh
gain my power. She said shedd call upon n
Grayskull 6s countenance grew dark as he cont

i Eht gears that | have waited, at times doubting my own sanity and whether or not
| had actually seen her at all. | have served her loyally, but have earned nothing
but scorn from thisé this den of vipers!o H ¢
i A nrdhny others like it across these lands. Now you two say that you were sent
by her, but from where and to what end? This world has been lost to King Hiss for

so long now that | donét know if | can ever
AYou will, o Adam replied.
Grayskullganced at Adam curiously. ARSo sure o

Adora shot her brother a look that told him to remain silent and he did,
remembering that he had to be careful not to give Grayskull too much information
as to who they were, much less that they knewatl east some of his fut.?u
my brother means is that we believe in you.

The future king scoffed. AShe has a str a
from them and walked around to the front of the tavern, sobered by his anger. He
began following the main road, seemingly intent on leaving the village behind.

ADond6t you want to get Granger?0 Adam ask

~

Grayskul | shook his head. ANO. He j oi ns
way. O

64



Adora had stopped to look back at the barn where Granger was asleep and
had to jog to catch back up t o sheimgured.wo men.

Grayskull looked at them both, obviously annoyed that they were following

hi m. AAway from here, 0 he said shoutl vy, A a
pur pose. Why did Zoar send you?o0

ATo find out the source of your power, S
Adam replied truthfully.

Grayskul | | aughed. Als that so0o?0 he aske
me? Am | not enough of a championforher , t hat she has to send vy

AYou are her champi on, renthkable thingsththiso accom
ti me. We, however, are from another, 0 Ador a
much, though she felt she was losing him. Despite their earlier concerns, they had
to win him over, and quick.

Anot her what ? Time?0 their ancestor ask

=]

AYes, 0O Adora said cautiously.

The hulking man shook his head while a slight smile played across his lips.

AAnd they call me crazy, 0 heeitheceahthemk ed, mor e
Altés hard to explain, o Adam said, dAbut i
time and Zoar sent us to you to get the power because she is not supposed to
directly interfere. o
Als that what she told youuffofollaveddbyas kul | as
| augh. AiShe interferes plenty, just not whe
AThe source of the power, whatever it is,
expl ained. AThat 6s why she sent us here. T

Grayskull continued walking ahead of them, not looking back as he spoke.

A T h gon are out of luck, strangers. The source no longer exists in this time,
either. o
AWhat do you mean?0 Adam asked, feeling a
Al't has been | ost, 0 @®&KagHsk. uhatentaeraeave r e d .
i's now under the control of that vile creatu
ABut then how will we be able to complete
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Grayskull continued walking, but turned slightly to give Adora a wry smile.

APer hawprs njiossi on i sndt what you think it is,
can be funny that way. You two will have to find the answer to that riddle on your
own . Do not expect her to help you.o Tur |

Grayskull fell silent and refused to answer any more questions that day.

yd

e

Adam and Adora warmed themselves near the
of their camp. Adora couldné6t help but notic

AHeé6s not what you expotfacthed, 0 she stated mat
ANo, 6 Adam replied, sneaking a glance at
Ahebds not. o
AHeds hukam, 0 H&dor a reasoned, Theflegemdst | i ke

you grew up withd o
AWere |l ies, 0 he interrupted.

She shook her ihkesa dllegendisigrow foom & seedtoftiruth,
Brother. The Grayskull you heard about is in there somewhere, you just have to
strip away the fantasy and your own preconce

ADo you really believe that?06 Adam asked.

Al do, 0 she ansewaelrleyd .i s fal fg oZdodaers s, or mor ¢
to believe her, then | feel like she sent us to this particular time for a reason, and |
dondédt just mean for our own mission. Li ke
ot her purpose in sending us here. o

AlLd kwhat 20 he asked.

nWwWel | , Grayskull s supposed to help us f
maybe webre here to help him find his own inr
it over the years. Besi des, she sent us to
careful not to say the word 6king, 6 in case
destined to be, 0 she said instead. ATher e h

Al dondét know, 06 Adam said cautiously.
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Ador a s mi | e d-Manayouraé¢eyhe goodiiddsin others more easily
than | ever could. Your belief in the human spirit is inspiring. If you look at him,
really | ook at him, youobll see it too. He b s
for Zoar to call upon him. | would imagine that that amount of time is no more than
a blink of an eye to her, but to him it must have felt like forever. What a torturous
existence for someone who was once so sure of his own righteousness. We just

needt o convince him that we aenealledupon;ad e, t hat

that his wait is over. If we can renew his faith in Zoar, then maybe we can help

guide him to becoming the man from your | ege
Adam remained silent for a | ong moment be

wonoét hurt eeod.tr yilot éhse naogtr | i ke wedre goi ng e
AnwWe all go through dark periods in our |

more than most. Wedll see him through hi s,

yd

e

Adora and Adam awoke early the next morning only to discover that
Grayskull was nowhere to be found. His few personal possessions were missing
from the camp and the twins assumed the wors
thatdés just great, 0 Adam remarked sourl y.

AwWedll find him, 0o Adora replktéedn heWs blr
traveling 1in. We just have to keep up enoug

ASo much for helping him through his 6édar|
AHe obviously doesnét want wus around. 0O He k
frustration, watching it roll down the green hill to their right, not far off the road.

AYou have to put yourself in his boots, A
doesndét seem | i ke the type of person that ha
notelling what heés thinking now with us dr o]
us. He seemed | i ke hedd all but given up, a
his mission, his purpose in I|ife. That o6d be

AStop makird@re>xdauns ®s Adam grumbl ed. AHe
up to us now to discover a way to the source of his power, so we may as well
continue on without hi m. He obviously has n
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Adora sighed softly. She understood her brother 6 s frustration.
Grayskull had been his childhood hero, and meeting him in person had shattered
that illusion. She had had a similar experience during her time with The Horde.
ADid | ever tell you about Lord Draco?0 Ador

Adam shook his head, a bit confused by the seemingly random question.
ANo. O

ALor d Dr a eranking general df Thg Horde, often acting as emissary
when Hordak doesndét want to waste resources
ruled a planet in the outer part of the Tri-Solar System called Nocturnia, Draco is
usually intimidating enough to convince entire planets to surrender without a fight.
In the instances where it did become a war, Draco always shined. All throughout
my youth, Shadow Weaver had educated me on the history of The Horde, and
Dracob6s victories tallied within those scrol
Draco; respected him. In fact, | wanted to be just like him. In many ways, he was
my hero. When | reached maturity and became Force Captain, | finally got the
chance to meet him at one of the annual tributes and | was thrilled at the
opportunity. o

AAnd?0 Adam asked, genuinely curious.

~

Al't was a disaster, o0 she replied. AHe ha
by Horde standards. He was also a womanizer. He actually had the audacity to try
his games with me before Hordak put a stop to it. | used to think it was because
Hordak was protecting me as a father would. |1 know now that he was just protecting
his favorite weagpomuwna rs,e diesild theqibiat.tidesipaint
is that Draco didndét | ive up to my expectatdi
|l ooked at her brother and shrugged slightly.
battlefield months later. In the field of battle, he was everything the stories said he

was . His actions during that fight didnodt ¢
expected, or that he was a monster, but they showed me that there was some truth
to those legends afterall. ljusthadt o wi tness it. 0
fiSo,youdre | i kening this Lord Draco to Gray
She nodded. nYes, but with one major dif
AAnd what iis that?0 he inquired.
AUnl i ke Draco, Grayskull is a good man, w
justhavet o remi nd hi m. o As she spoke, they hear
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them and turned to see Grayskull emerge with his pack. In his hand was a
sharpened stick with three large fish skewered upon it.

Al caught wus some br eakdatansat theoemiberes ofs ai d c ur
their fire from the night before. He sounded hurt.

~

Al édll get some more wood, 0 Adora said as
own childhood hero.

ADid you hear us?0 Adam asked, embarrasse:

Al hermowgh, 6 the man replied.

ALook, 06 Adam began, wal king to the remai
himself, Al dond6t wamt it to seem | i ke

ADo not apologize, 0 Grayskull interrupted

| should be, this legend you obviously hold close to your heart, | know that | am not
it. However, | also know that | am not what | once was. These last few years, |

have been, 0 he paused, searching for the pr
Al ost . Confused. odf foralmandaning meydespite mynsgrvicg at Z
to her. o The | arge warrior | ooked up and p
man whom he had no idea was his descendant.
nodded toward the woods, i a sowhe tiyne alone tlesi st er .

morning to gather my thoughts. | do not know why it is that I believe you two, but |
do, and if Zoar is finally calling on me, finally remembering me, then | shall answer

her . I't is my duty. o
Adam knew of course that Grayskull would one day marry Zoar 0:
form of Veena, although he wasnodét sure if t
wi feds dual identity. Still, Adam knew one
forgot you, 0 he said. AYou | eft an i mpressi
Grayskull mer ely nodded. AAye, perhaps that I
APerhaps because she saw the goodness in
strength is |likely what she | oves about vyou;

Grayskull chuckled as Adora returned with a new bundle of kindling and a
few short | ogs. Al 6m not sure that Zoar | ov
saved me from the Snake Men and their god Serpos is a cruel one that | want no
part of. No matter her faults, | have chosen her, just as she claimed on that fateful
day to have chosen me. o0
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Adora smiled at Adam, happy to see that he and Grayskull seemed to be
getting along. She placed the kindling down first before adding the logs in a pile.
ASo where are we headed?0 ihgoncamdteed as she ¢

Grayskull began cooking the fish and nodd
the center of Hissds kingdom. 0

il assume weol | be seeing battle?0 Adam a

AMost definitely, o0 Grayskull acknowl edged
someone | know and get you two some proper weapons and armor. If you keep
wearing those rags, youoll be mistaken for e:
of attention. Wearing armor will make your

AAnd who mi ghbte tthhiast paeerébsrcen goi ng to see?0

AAn ol d ally of mi ne named Ni kol as Powe
answered.

Adam stared at Grayskull as the man calmly rotated the fish while they
cooked. Adora gave her brother a small shrug, unaware of the man Grayskull
spoke of. Adam knew the name well however, having met Powers in their proper
time, more than a thousand years from the one they found themselves in presently.
The Zalesian ruler, Adam knew, would one day be cursed to become The Faceless
One. Even more importantly, hewas Evel yndés father.
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3.
THE SHINING CITY

The kingdom of Zalesia stood shining in the desert sun, the ram-headed

architecture just as i mpressive now as it w
Adam gazed upon the city in astonishment for it appeared no different than it had

when hedd been here mere days before in his
back to its former glory. The city looked so similar, in fact, that Adam had to remind
himself that thattriponl vy days earl i er woul dnoét actuall
thousand years from this moment. It was almost too much for the mind to

comprehend. Walking alongside his sister, the two of them f ol | owed D&6Vann

Grayskull into the unknown. Although Adam had been in Zalesia recently, this
would be the first time he would see the native Zalesians, for they had been wiped
out generations before his birth. He wondered how long it would be before they
met their end. He wasnot sur dongeveudddétbd vy what
before Serpos wiped out every man, woman and child that called this city home?
Years? Days? He paused in thought, not wanting to consider the worst-case
scenario. Could it be only hours? Could he warn them, or would changing the past
to such a degree cause a ripple effect that would only make things worse for
everyone? Upon reflection, Adam found that time travel was not only confusing,
but troublesome. How could he meet the Zalesians with the burden of having to
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keep their fate a secret? Why must so many moments in his life be wrought with
difficult decisions? As he took in his surroundings, Adora caught his eye and smiled
at him. To her, this was a great adventure; a chance to spend time with him and
learn the history of her birth-wo r | d . Hi s sisterdéds optimism wa
he could share but he also had to remember that, despite their being twins, being
raised on different planets and dimensions had aged each of them differently.
Adora was, in reality, still very young compared to him. He also envied that, in
some ways. Adam longed for her youth and optimism, but the truth of the situation

was that they would soon be Il ed into the ver:
knowl edge, al ong wi twerendtthetonhotiingsstetifilked hila 6 s f at e
with dread. Their very future rested on thei

even sure what it was they were sent here to accomplish.

Adam knew in his heart that Adora was no fool, that she understood the dire
situation that they found themselves in, so how could she remain so cheerful? Had
her life been so full of darkness that even this, a mission to save the universe itself,
surrounded by enemies in a time that was not their own, seemed like a joyous
occasion? Not for the first time, he admired her strength of character and reminded
himself that his dread would bring victory only to his enemies. He saw the strength
in her smile and returned it, hoping to elicit even a modicum of her confidence. It
was easy to understand how the rebels of Etheria had bolstered their numbers
greatly under her leadership. She commanded respect, but also exuded a feeling
of hope that was powerful and perhaps her greatest strength, power of the
Sorceress and Grayskullbe d a mn e d . With her at oneds side
be inspired. His smile increased at the thought, no longer an effort, but genuine.
As if sensing his earlier discomfort, Adora stepped closer and embraced him from
the side for a moment before releasing him. She gave him a look that told him that
they were in this together, to whatever end. He nodded and looked ahead once
more.

Approaching the large golden gate that separated Zalesia from the desert
t hat surrounded it, D 6 \lzem reach augrimad bis owa c k  and
AnWel come to Zalesi a, my friends. o Seeing (
opened it without word, nodding to the three of them as they entered. Adam spent
a moment taking in the sightaysthoughtrohemmr i gi nal
as a race unto themselves, and perhaps they were, but the inhabitants of the city
itself were surprisingly diverse with both human and non-human inhabitants
amongst their numbers. From Quadians to Avionians, he was surprised at the
multitude of races and species that called ancient Zalesia home. He even spotted
one or two members of the elusive Gar race. The only real constant among the
citizens of Zalesia was their desert attire, primarily consisting of long, loose-fitting
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robes; the light fabric keeping them cool in the heat of the noonday sun. A large
number of those robes were hooded, but many citizens also wore jewels and
headdresses, the splendor of which was hard to imagine existing in what people of
Adamdés ti me htedeadarknageioftserpertide rule. Zalesia reminded
Adam of Eternia in a way, and it seemingly filled a similar role in its day as a hub of
culture, refined sensibilities, and learning. Many a Zalesian could be seen reading
from scrolls, and as Adam and his companions passed, he noticed that several
stood on crates within the city square and dispensed philosophy and wisdom to the
crowds that had gathered around them. Losing Zalesia must have been such a
loss to Tellus, Adam thought. To have such an advanced culture extinguished and
rendered mere | egend. l'tds no wonder that t
more than a thousand years after its occurrence.

DoVann pointed toward the Zalesian temple
square and spoke up f or the first time since enter
destination, Warriors of Zoar, for it is the home of my old friend Nikolas. He has a
vast collection of antiquities and weapons. Surely you will be able to find something
amongstthemthatsui t s you. O

AAnd hedéll just | et us have them?06 Ador a

AHave no fear. Ni kol as may have a treaty
of the foul creature. Once he learns of our mission, he will welcome the opportunity
to assist us.o

AA treatsy?owiAdandigguesti oned. Al find it
thing could be accomplished. From what | 6ve
Grayskul |l shook rustadmittha ldlo not fullyfiuAderstand |

it myself, He-Man, but Zalesia is a powerful city and while Hiss has considerable
numbers under his command, they are spread thin at the moment. He could not
withstand an attack from Zalesia. o

AThese people dondét seem | i ke the warrior
approached the temple steps. Adam of course knew well the warrior that hid
beneath the surface of her own unassuming exterior.

Grayskul |l | aughed. i D eRa.nThey are educattdh em f o ol
yes, but nothing is more dangerousiddohian an e
his head as he spoke the words. AWhil e Hiss
al one, and a |lust for power that often super

73



AThen why do the Zalesians not attack His
Al f they can beathihdiem,hewhey idno tthheei r ci ty?o0

AThe Zalesians have the power to go to
intellect to understand the consequences of losing such a war: the loss of their great
culture. They would never initiate a war with King Hiss unless they had either no
choice or the full conviction that they woul

RnSo instead they treaty with that monst er
thought of such a thing revealing itself within the tone of his voice. This was nothing
like his own Council of Kings, which called his uncle Keldor a member. Keldor had
been reformed, and the threat of Skeletor was a thing of the past. Hiss was a slaver,
and a brutal king by all historical accounts. To treaty to with such a foul being
seemed wrong.

Grayskull sighed. AThere is -MancThet hat yo
treaty with Hiss was not by Nikolasds choice
the Elders command. O

Adora shot her ancestor a puzzled | ook.

Grayskull stopped and turned, placing his massive hands on each of their
shoul der s. AnThe Council of EIlders. Those w
that world may currently be. Come, let us meet with Nikolas. Perhaps he will
explain things Heentonedor history brieachingnlet alane both.
Besides, | hate politics. o

Turning back once more and leading them into the temple, Grayskull nodded
to the guards stationed on either side of the doorway in turn, and Adam and Adora
each did likewise, following his lead. Unlike Grayskull, Adam had studied his history
as a boy and knew that while Grayskull worshiped Zoar, the Zalesians instead
followed the horned god Havok. He was unsure how Grayskull and the people of
this city seemingly managed to get along so well. It was more likely, especially in
these dark times, for two different religious groups to go to war with each rather

than to be welcomed into each otherds homes.
the two gods co-existed within their own lexicon, but he was unfamiliar with Havok.
Af ter Zal esiabs destruction by Serpos, mo st

including much regarding the Havokian religion. Due to this, Adam found himself
anxious to meet Powers, not only because of his friendship with Grayskull, but
because Adam knew so little about him, other than a bit about his family. Adam
knew that Nikolas Powers was Evelynés father
his own time, as He-Man, Adam had met Powers, but by that point the man had
long been cursed as The Faceless One, a lonely sentinel of the Zalesian temple
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who guarded the artifacts that survived. Adam wondered how this meeting would
go and how friendly the mysterious leader would be to him and his sister. How
much like his daughter would he be?

Making their way inside the large structure, Adam took in his surroundings
with a sense of wonder. In his time, Keldor had restored the temple to a stunning
and beautiful home, but even he would not believe the splendor that Adam and
Adora were seeing here. The temple was in its prime. Artwork of innumerable
styles and medias surrounded them, much of it hanging from the walls, both
paintings and tapestries and hanging wall sculptures. Larger sculptures and
statues rested on marble pillars spread evenly throughout the room, most of them
representing the various races that called Zalesia home; all of them beautiful to their
own people, glorifying what each race viewed as the highest levels of physical
perfection. Even those that other races may consider grotesque were beautiful in
their own way, whether it be the level of detail and attention given to each sculpture
or the overall effect of the piece. He noticed Adora examining them alongside him.
She had always been a fan of art. Her room within Eternos Palace was still
decorated with pieces shedd collected during
in Eternia, rather than taken to Etheria, Adam had no doubt that she would have
become something of an artist, herself. The sound o f a manods Vvoice ¢
Adamdés thoughts back to the task at hand.
brought friends. 0 Ni kol as Powers wal ked tow
Zalesia had been a monarchy, would have been called a throne.

i Yse, Ni kol as. I hope that you do not min
are my allies and are accompanying me on my
AOf course not. O Power sdés voice was soft
cold, as if he were hiding something. He stood a head shorter than the giant that
was DoVann Grayskull, but was i-omgppeélsmisi ve i n
was al most pure white, much | i ke Evelynds, a

elaborate purple and black robes that flowed elegantly as he walked. They were
obviously made of the finest materials, the likes of which few in this age would be

able to see outside of this shining city. P
granite, with no soft edges, giving him an unfriendly appearance t hat Adam coul d
hel p but find unsettling, despite Grayskull
Zalesian leader approached them and warmly extended his hand in greeting to

Ador a. AAnd you are?o

fSKRea, 0 Adambds sister answered.
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AShRea, 0 Ni kdaleads r efipAea ovely, i f interestin

Adam next, the mandés hand reaching for his.
AMy nameJains oHehe replied, perhaps a little
AYou have a very -ManmohBnkeha&esaHd, caus

realize that he was gripping t he manaos hand qgui te
immediately.

Al apologize, 0 he said.

Ni kol as | aughed. ANonsense, 0O he said wit
I would expect no less. The first time we met, the man nearly broke my hand.o

AThat 6s because you were <cheating in the
Grayskull said with a boisterous laugh.

AAh, yes, 0 Nikolas replied, raising his i/
At hough you were never abl aktoAdampnd lmssistert hat . 0
and hooked his thumb toward Grayskul I. A AN
sore | oser. o With a smile, the man stepped
ASo, 0 he paused, fAwhy are you $eme,t maybleas

He had a twinkle in his eye as he said the words.

AYou know me all too well, old friend, 0 G
trouble, o he |l et his |Iighter words hang in t
the serpentine variety.o

Ni kol as sighed, openly frustrated. ADO6Va
that | cannot act against them. The treaty forbids it. Without the treaty, my people
would become poord 0

ALIi ke the rest of the worl d?0 Addam inter.
shot him surprised looks, Adora even hissing his codename under her breath.
Adam shrugged. He coul dndot help 1it. He di d

but the man made his skin crawl.

Powers waved away the concernsodosfalAdagbs.
|l 6d rather have us all speak freely with eac
of those from the Council of Elders and Hiss. Yes, He-Man, if the treaty were
broken, my people would become as poor as much of the rest of the world. This
deal with Hiss goes against my own desires, more than you can know, but as a
leader | have to look beyond my personal feelings. | must take care of my people;
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keep them fed; keep them protected. The money we get from trade with the Snake
Men helpsusprosper . 0

AAt the sacrifice of your neighbors?0 Ada

Wit hout pause, P o we r sMarg of course. ¢ would doii Ye s, H
anything for my people. o

Adam wondered if that were true. Even amongst all the riches that Adam
had seensincear ri vi ng, much of the splendor of Zal
own home, and upon his person. However, Adam decided to keep any further
comments to himself. This was neither the time nor the place for debate. Still, the
fact that Zalesia prospered due to trade with the Snake M
stomach. The Snake Men were slavers, torturers. How Grayskull approved, he did
not wunderstand. According to | egend, hedédd o
wondered whether or not that story was eventrue. He 6 d f ound that the ma
was quite different than what the legends had taught him in his youth. Perhaps he
could chal k DéVannés ignoring the inappropri
that Grayskull knew Powers so well. He obviously trusted the man. Then again,
Adam knew from experience that not all snakes have scales.

i For dle-Mam, Ni kol as . tundétsganddtieesguation and is
unfamiliar withthe Counci | , 06 Grayskul |l said i n an atter
t he r o oodld of coudrde newer ask you to betray your treaty, as foul as we all
agree that it is. | would simply ask that you arm us for our quest, which would be
unknown to you of cour se. My companions?©o
journey. o

Nikolas gazedintent | y upon Adam and his sister, eye
from wher e, I wonder , or perhaps when?0o Ad
surprisingly close to the truth. He knew Powers was a sorcerer. It was possible
that he could somehow sense thattheyweref r om t he futur e. Al toés
would not understand the treaty and seem to have never have even heard of the
Counci l of El ders, 0 Nikolas continued. A Wh a
take?o0 He paused onl y mdaoleupadanhigfacé syddénlyf or e t h
broke into a smile once more. ANo matter, t
back many years. o He turned to Grayskull o]

cannot go against Hiss openly, but gifting weapons and armor to an old friend and
his comrades does not go against the treaty,

AWe are in your debt, Nikolas, o0 Adora off
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Ni kol as smiled once mor e, but the war mth
the case any time | secretly help yougo agai nst Hi ss, 0 he paus
amused at his own |joke, Adondét mention it. o
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4,
THE ARMORY

Adam remained silent as he, Adora and th
were led by Nikolas Powers, the leader of Zalesia, to his treasure chamber hidden
deep below the city. Unlike his companions, Adam had been here before, in his
time, years earlier. At that time, he had b
daughter. He found the similarity of the two situations disconcerting, but he knew
that the Goddess must have a plan and that he just needed to trust in it. As they
walked, Nikolas, now free of any potential eavesdropping, told them stories of how

he occasionally funded a smal/l band of rebel
Men, despite the treaty that he was bound to. The key was that he had to make
absolutely sure that he could never be ident

more Powers spoke, the more Adam began to believe him. Perhaps, much like

Adamdés f or mer , Renfathayalsdchad dogdness in his heart. It was

possible that Adam had been wrong to judge him so prematurely. He wagered that

his memories of the evils that Evelyn had committed as Evil-Lyn had caused him to

distrust her father in much the same way that he had distrusted her for so long,

even after she helped him find his father.
lengthy process and he was beginning to feel that maybe he should give her father

the benefit of the doubrfforsolomgt hedd refused t
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AWebdbre here, 0 Powers announced as they re
the treasure room.

Al mpressive door, 0 Grayskull said with a
Ailtés meant to be, 0 Powers replied with a
the old tongue,causi ng Adam to wonder absentmindedly
old tongueo in this time period, and the doo

intention of my ancestors to instill awe in the privileged few who would visit this
pl ace. 0

AWel | , di,t0 vAhadroke replied and Adam knew fro
that she meant it.

The group walked into the treasure room together, the size of it still surprising
to Adam, eventhoughhe 6d been there before. The wall s
the same familiar staffs and weapons of magical origin as before, the floor still
littered with enchanted coins and jewels. Judging from the look of the pedestals
that rose from the floor, each holding its own distinct artifact, it seemed that little
about this room would change between now and when Adam would set foot in it
once again, centuries later. Looking around the room for one pedestal in particular,
Adam caught sight of the Spell Stone which, upon his future visit, Evelyn would give

to him and join it with the Swor d of Power, transforming it
Protection. This wizard named Ro; or He-Ro, depending on the translation;
whoever hewas,he6d obviously already been here, co

had read as a child, which had spoken of Ro and Grayskull as contemporary
figures. What was the truth? The only constant to the various legends regarding
Ro was that h e @aime from another world, stranded here after his ship crashed.
After that, things got muddy. Adamwonder ed i f he Oahtireestogy.r know R

Al already have sever al things in mind foc
AThere are weapons and armors designed speci
and also to strengthen you. Each should helrg

the rear of the room, he moMuchoffead efsd ra 6tsh em tti o :
are kept here in the main room, but the armory is this way. While no one has ever

successfully raided this vault in its long history, the ancients thought it better to keep

the more power f ul of its treasures separate.

AConsi deri mgnberbe ishems stored within the o
most woul dndt even consibdedarngt hae speacsosnidb iolniet,yo
remarked.
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AThat was indeed palas ofeplhieed.deaf WhiNli e ¢
items is powerful in its own right, many of them amount to nothing more than flashy
baubl es compared to what is hidden. However
search out first. That boli wigivggyousaae mdost t he it
i mpressive, have no do-faghibnedoefectronic key, Nikolas Us i ng a
unlocked a hidden door and held it open while the three warriors entered.

Altés surprisingly cold in here, o0 Adam sa

~

AYes, 0O Nikol a&@dreemloiteds.ur e Wf the cause,
unnatur al one. Magic can be strange somet.
Nikolas lead them to the rear of the room where several unique sets of armors were

stored on metal armatures. Two were incredibly modern looking, and comprised of

sleek black armor and material. The remaining two were more traditional, and those

are the ones Powers approached. One appeared to be forged from a pearlescent

silver metal. Adam wasnot |gwasdutbdeemedk act |l y w
magical in its very nature. The other was a heavy armor plate with a red harness

overitt The har nes sttoo tinBke thefarmeraAdamdad once worn as He-

Man, but rather than the cross-like crest of Grayskull, this one bore an engraving of

Zoar s AHO Il i ke sigil

AThere are three armors here that I fee
approached the |l arge silver set to their | ef
its size, but its armaments, including a pincer that retracts into the right gauntlet,
useful for capturing one of the Snake Men | o
The armor was ornate, with King Hissbs royal
symbol of Zal esi abds s ecr ethreercampaniorls noticed Oddl vy
in turn that the left thigh, arm and pectoral area remained uncovered. Following
their | ine of thought, Ni kol as continued, A A
unfinished, but the armor i s eradiethatithet i ve t o
striking arm and |l eft | eg each remain unhind

canbot afford to be too sl ow. 0

AThen itds a ghoaondd etdh,ion gGrladyns kluelflt repl i ed
half-smile.

AWhi ch is why Jluitthoyuoguh,to iNi kwooludDd \ssan nd . i D
Snake Men tend to go for the neck anyway, and the armored pauldron on the right
side should be more than enough to protect vy

ARGood to know, 0 Grayskull said.
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Powers approached the red harness ne x t . AThis is the arm
a Zoarian warrior. I thought -Manulkmbwé& i nd t hi
Zoar foll ower when | see one, although they
in good company with Dé&dVais ald fieedraghe spoke.He gest ur

findeed,] am, 0 Adam agreed. ADoes this harne
wel | ?20

AOf course, 0 Nikolas replied. AWIi t hout or
It is said that the most devout Zoar followers could draw upon the eternal fires of
the Star Seed i1itself and use it to deliver t
ATo be honest, that could all be hogwash, as

exists, but it does have great power and it will certainly protect you more than those
rags will .o

Al &m sure it wildl do nicely, o6 Adam said,
more protective armor, considering that Adam
to transform into He-Man anymore, at least not yet. If all went according to plan,
he would soon be able to take on that mantle again. But in his experience, things
seldom went according to plan.

AAnd for me?0 Adora askmcdbl|l adilbooheg®d one

~

MNo, no, 0 Ni kol as r heslanciendt Havwokidnarmars asemi | e . f
indeed impressive and protective, but both pale in comparison to what | have in
mind for you. For you, My Lady, | have another Zoarian armor, once used by her
warrior priestesses, it will hide you from prying eyes if you so desire. Itis a light in

the darkness, blinding to the minions of evi
Adora glanced about t he room, but saw no
something?0 she asked. Al see no ocateder ar mo

the ones Nikolas had identified as Havokian.

Ni kol as grinned. AAnd that it what makes
He whispered a short incantation and, without warning, the three warriors had to
shield their eyes from a bright light thateman at ed fr om besi de Adamo6s
As their vision came back, they suddenly saw another armor before them, its
brilliant white and gold continuing to shine brightly before subsiding into a very
ceremonial looking gown with armored accents. A gem rested at the center of the
gownébés chest, ornately decorative armor spir
hung behind the ensemble, clasped at the shoulders and appearing to glint with
magical light.

82



Adora attempted a smil e.mblesimareofbfermalt i f ul a
dress than ar mor , Ni kol as. Il 6dm not qguite s
shoul dndét take one of the Havokian ones?0

Ni kol as smil ed k ntoappearanteyool you.iThe madetial | et
of this Zoarian gown is comprised of nearly impenetrable mesh that is said to have
been made from a shard of the Star Seed itself. Itis the Starburst armor of a warrior
priestess, the |likes of which none in this a
the fabrics of the Starburstarmor i n hi s hand. AThis flexible
effectively granting you invisibility for a time and, with the cape spread wide, that
same light can temporarily blind and incapacitate your enemies. It may appear to

be a O6f or mal drbutstss, mbst assuredlyptie moat goweirful armor
of the three that | am gifting to you.o
fMy apologies, 6 Ador a replied. Al meant no offe
ANone taken. lts beauty is indeed decept
within, but | promise thatitwil |  suit you. 0 Powers turned ani
cabinet in the back of the hidden room. Pulling it open, he revealed its contents,
consisting o f a collection of ar mament s. AAnd n

weapons. 0 Re ac hi n goulledott a largehtein-ldadda battle ax¢  h e
and handed it to Grayskull, who took it in his left hand and hefted it, testing its weight

as he swung it lightly from left to right ar
ancient settlement that was once located a mi d st t he Mountains of
Powers began. Al t  wi l | never chip or break,

its days. If only the people who forged it had been so resilient. The art of its crafting
died with them long ago.o

Grayskull smile d . AA fine gift, my friend. Il th
Powers nodded. AMy only wish is that it
cabinet for a second time, Powers removed a long red staff, engraved to resemble
a serpent. A A n-Ka, i$ thei S&aff of Kay It ahee dalongBht@ The
Unnamed One, who led the Snake Men long ago, before they turned to euvil
foll owing King Hissds uprising. The irony of
against them and | i ke D6Vannodés axe, it wildl

Al 6m used to using a swor d, raindddmothea began,

use of a staff.o She thanked him as she too
honor to wield it. Seeing a small button along its shaft, she pressed it, collapsing
thestaffto about a foot in | ength, perfect for wesze

press, and it sprung back out to its full length.
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AAnd f orMaynwgu IHehave something truly

reached into the cabinet, this time removing what was unmistakably a sword due to
its shape, but it was masked by a red cloak that had been wrapped around it.
Removing its covering, Powers revealed the sword to be an exact replica of the
Sword of Power, though it was an almost translucent blue and filled with shimmering
points of light. Appearing as if it were made of glass, it resembled the night sky in

weapon for m. It was truly a beautiful

Ni kol as sai d, Aor as | have come to c

Its resemblance to the half of the Sword of Power that Adam once wielded
was uncanny. This sword was surely the inspiration Grayskull would go by when it
came time for him to forge the Sword of Power an unknown amount of time in the
future. Looking to his ancestor and the expression of pure awe that crossed the
manods face, al |l doubt regarding that

been inspiring to him. Adam himself <coul

the amazing moment of the sword being placed in his hand for the first time. Yet
again, a member of the Powers family was gifting him an artifact of the wizard called
Ro, and once more, he could feel the power that coursed through it, just as he once
had the Sword of Light and later, the Sword of Protection. Something told him that
this sword was a part of his destiny. From the look on her face, Adora sensed it too
and gave him a broad smile.

AThe Star Swordoés poweesand changeswitlodach,
bearer. 0 Power s pawuscead,ssa nwgr yhigsr if ace.

fiYou have no idea, o Adam sai d. T

al |

fact

t hi
Pt

speci ¢

n

f

dnot

unpr e
il t hou

hank

y O

AThank you, my friends, 0 Powers replied,

| will give you each the privacy to don your new armors, but then | must send you

on your way. Hi ss has eyes everywhere

city for too long already. My absence is bound to be noticed soon. As full of
splendor as it may be, Zalesia is in
than anyone here how true that statement was for once Powers became The
Faceless One, the city truly would become a literal prison for him, for more than a
thousand years. Powers and the men then stepped out, leaving Adora to change
in the hidden armory. Adam and Grayskull followed suit shortly after. When they
had finished and thereafter exited the treasury, each of them stood in turn, adorned
in their new and mystical armors, enchanted weapons in hand. Powers looked
upon the three of them in awe, the warriors now standing outside the giant door.
AYou three truly are a sight to behol
and Havok both be with you. oo
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Grayskul |l grabbed his friend and embracec

Nikolas. May Zalesia live forevermoreinb eaut y . 0

Grayskull 6s words gave Adam a <col d

nothing, lest he dangerously change the course of history. Without warning, a
feeling of dread came over him as he turned to find that Adora was missing. What
sorcery wast hi s ? Had they been foll owed?
calmly as he could manage, feeling a bead of sweat forming upon his brow. Shortly
after speaking the words, he felt a playful slap against the back of his head.
Turning, he saw Adora step out from what looked like a small tear in space itself,
accompanied by a quick flash of light as she became visible once more.

AYou worry about me too much, 0 she

chill,

i Wher

sai d w

see if 1 could get it I|&amPowers, Whoappeafddbaditdi ng t o (

amused, she began retracing their steps back to the city before stopping and
| ooking back at Adam. AwWwel | ? Let 0s

Despite the pang of worry he stil]
her.
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S.
THE ORACLE

Adam, Adora and Grayskull had said their goodbyes to Nikolas and the city
of Zalesia nearly a day ago. They currently found themselves surrounded by the
dense forests that lead to the Mountains of Gnarl. Grayskull had told them as they

left Zalesia t hat they had to make one more stop t
Oracle. o The trip to the |l ocation of the fo
been, was very dangerous, and Grayskull wanted to inquire about their journey

before they traveled too far into the densest part of Snake Man territory. Adam had

doubts regarding the wisdom of making anothe
that they had the luxury of stopping due to their being in the past, he was

uncomfortable with the thought of possibly stopping one too many times and

arriving back in their own time period a heartbeat too late. Both he and his sister

hoped thatthey wouldreturnt o t he same moment that theyod

to leave anything to chance. Taking a deep breath, the king forcibly calmed himself,

or at | east tried to. Bringing his mind bac

but notice that it had gotten dark rather suddenly. Was there a storm coming? It
couldnét be night already.
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AThere itkuild, GaGrdgysreaking the si
far it was. o0 The man pointed to the
high above the trees, blocking the sun. That explained the darkness. From the
fortress, a long spiral ramp led all the way to the ground. Grayskull led them to a
small clearing and, within it, an archway at the base of the ramp itself. At first
glance, the ramp appeared far too slick and steep for one to climb, but as Grayskull
approached it, it magically transformed into stairs. Many, many stairs. Following
the spiraling staircase with his eyes, Adam had no doubt that there were hundreds

| ence.
sky, a |

of steps to climb on the way to the top, may
D6Vann said. AfWe artto wedazmmend hiHe gqiugtherd.

not tired of walking, o0 he said with a

Adam groaned. Aol tdéll be fun, 6 you

|l augh

sai d.

AC6mon, old man, 0 Adora replied with a | a

She began making her way up the steps behind Grayskull and, with a slight sigh,
Adam followed.

ARYeah, but heds got the power that
youbre younger than me, 0 he finished
AJust try Atdoorkaeeappdp,eacd, fAand donoét

Adam shook his head as they made
unsuccessfully fighting the grin that
| der . O
The journey to the top of the staircase took longer than Adam wanted to think
about and by the time they reached its apex, his legs burned and he had to
constantly remind himself not to look down, lest he be overcome with feelings of
vertigo. He was thankful to finally step off the staircase and onto what felt, despite
their height and the fact that the fortress was hovering magically, to be stable
ground. The fortress itself was fairly small, about the size of a common house, and
surprisingly open to the elements. It consisted of a large circular platform and a
roof to match, with great marble columns that ran around the circumference of the
fortress connecting the two. In the center was a throne, if you could call it that for
Adam found it to be surprisingly modest, and seated upon it was an old man. The
Oracle was bent forward, as if his spine had begun to twist with age. The blue hue
of the mands skin gave Adam reason to
was no way to know for sure as a great black and silver cloak surrounded the man,
its hood drawn up over his head, hiding most of his features from view. The rest
were masked by a long white beard, with the exception of his eyes which were alert
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and vibrant and, to Adambés surprise, fixate
moment, thes maovwesd etyo Adamdés sister and Gr ay

NnGr eet i-Mapand SHe-Ra. | was wondering when | would be able to
|l ay my eyes upon the Twins of Power. o The ms
but said nothing.

ATwins of what?06 Grayskull asked.

The Oracle brushed the question away with a sweep of his withered hand

and a |ight | augh, |l ooking away from the sta
that prophecy down yet, have | ? I keep for
sure. In fact, | must. 0 The man fidgeted slightly in hi
sense of comfort that his body and his age n
twinsd ti me. | 6ve had many vVvisions. Their
are here. Why ? 0

AD&@m you know?0 Adora asked.

The Oracle laughed, the sound of it dry and raspy, leading to a slight cough
that caused him to clutch his chest in pain. After a moment of discomfort, he

continued, Al know many things aleveludest he f ut
me. O
AAre you ill ?06 Adam asked, gewelbemgl| y conc:¢
ANo, 06 the Oracle replied. nJust very ol d
AHow ol d?0 Adora inquired.
The Oracle scoffed. il stopped counting a
the fourth? Regardless, | hardly saw the point anymore. Once, | thought | would
l'ive forever, but |1 6ve | earned over time tha
man sat as wupright as he could manage. Al t o

my home, largely because, having known a considerable number of people in my
years who have come and gone, | have no great attachment to them. Understand:
I am not long for this world and my patience thins very quickly these days. | asked

you before, why are you here?bod
fForgive us, Oracle. We seek the FontofLi f e, 0 Grayskull said.

|l ocation, but | wanted to inquire about our
AThe doflorfte?0 the Oracle asked. nA tall fe
AYes, o0 Grayskull acknowl edged.
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® give He-Man back his power? And presumably She-Ra, too? 0

Yes, 0 Adam answered.

=)}

The Oracle laughed again, this time longer and more animatedly than before.
When the | aughter slowly ceased, he spoke ol
been | ongpanded, héinteresting. Even still,
surprised at the situations in which the gods place me. Their humor is unique, to
say the |l east. o

ACan you teld/l us anything about our journ

The Oracl e nodde ddingaifinggour pewer Hut there wilt e e
be hardships along the way, as | 6m sure you
leads to a different end entirely. The font is simply a stop along the way toward
your true destination. 0

AWhat do you uoleasked?0 Gr aysk

Al 6m afraid that i f I told you that, It
answer ed. Al f thereds TheOytaltil eg ti h ats It hhvad Ise
must remain a mystery.o After a shornt pause

the hardships | speak of are no simple matter. An entire kingdom of serpents stands
against you and they would rather devour you

AThen they shall fall before us, o0 Graysku

The Oracl eds s minlfrem hisguests witlendhis thickdoelaed.

AYes, of course. o Standing for the first tir
their chests, primarily due to his stooped posture. He reached into his robe and
withdrew a pink crystal amulet which hungfr om a si | v e rRa,ccomei n . n S
forward, my dear, 0 he said. As she did so,
close to your heart. You wi ||l need it.o
AWhat is it for?0 she asked.
AWhen the time comes, it will show you th
AThkanyou, 0 she said, sti || not fully unde

for the gift, nonetheless.

The Oracle nodded briskly, making a shooi
yes. Now go, al | of you. I must rest. o

AYou have no gifts ydkadlaskedhe t wo of wus?0 Gr
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No, 0 the man said simply. AHer , | 1i ke,
nonet hel ess. 0

AVery well , 0 Grayskull replied. A Weol | l
hospitality.o

Adam c ohelp kbtm@nder whether his ancestor was being sarcastic or
not. Before he could complete the thought, there was a flash of light and the three
companions found themselves back at the gateway arch on the ground, the stairs

once more a slick, smooth surface. wniAt | e as
he said.

Al d6m, ®o0rGryayskul | began, Al 0m afraid that
ti me. O

Al &m not so sure, 0 Adora said as she wrap
neck and secured its clasp.

AWhat do you mean?0 Adam asked.

Adora shrugogte dk.nowil dlohner e was just somet
held the amulet in her hand, tracing its |[|in
this amulet is for, but I feel that weoll ©be
Letting it hang fromher neck, she gl anced back up towar
now?o

Grayskul |l pointed in a southeastern direc

Gnarl. Hiss constructed the Temple of Serpos over the fountain to keep its power

out of his enemibetsng onthia not lswewind af the seadetncave

system | used to find it as a lad. The caves lead from the mountains almost directly

to the fountain. They were there before the
i ntact now. 0

AWe can expeotn 6tthddte Pl esased with our brea
Adam said.

ARnAye, 0 Grayskull agreed. AWhich is why w
grant you both your power before the army of
ASounds | i ke a plangnero aAddreasdaitcdh.e star
AThere is more, 0 Grayskull replied. A No
Temple of Serpos, save those Hiss has enslaved or brought there to dine on. Still,
| egends say that there is no entrandse at t he
slither their way to its apex and enter ther
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ACl i mb?0 Adam asked.

~

ASomehow, some way, y e s, aow,Gwe anyssnkakel | said.
camp. Ni ght wil |l be upon us soon and we do
Gnarl under the light of the moon, save we never leave them. We will continue in

the morning. o
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6.
THE MOUNTAINS OF GNARL

The following morning, the three companions made their way to the jungle

mountains, reaching them i nvedditheedgeofthg af t er n
tree line several hours earlier. Neither Adam nor Adora had further inquired about
the dangers of the mountains at night, but t

feared them, they knew better than to question his reasons. Adora looked ahead
to her brother Adam and her ancestor D6éVann.
Adam had looked every bit a king in his royal armor back home, but with this new
setandharness he embodied a warrior. Lt had b
her war with Hordak had had to take priority over her family visitations, and in those
years, she found that her brother had grown more and more like their father in
appearance. His long hair and beard were well groomed, but made him appear

olderthanhe truly was. Adam had been good to her
with him and his family in Eternos Palace and she wished she had been able to

play a more significantrolei n her familyés | ives in the yea
yearsinthepastt shedéd finally been given the opportu

him, dangerous mission or not.
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Gl ancing to DoVann Grayskul I, she felt a
Adam was the one whodéd been raised with stor
he@di ginally found a sense of disappointment
yet to prove himself to her as a warrior, but she had no doubt that the legends were
true. He could be a bit boisterous and loud, but he carried himself like a king
already, joyful in the fact that Zoar had finally called upon him with a mission and,
she suspected, happy to have some company. She sensed that the man was lonely
and wondered how long it would be before the Goddess would reenter his life as
the beauteous Veena and steal away his heart.

The Eternian princess looked to the surrounding jungle mountains and
admired their beauty while simultaneously respecting their danger, returning her
thoughts to the present. Al t hough many of
judgi ng by Grayskull s insisting they enter dt
of others that would be more than willing to hunt them during the daylight. It would
serve all of them to stay alert. Al s. it much

Grayskull nodded, simultaneously wiping the sweat from his brow and the
long hair from his eyes. The jungle was hot and wet; the perfect place for the Snake

Men to call home. The three warriorso ar mor
Adora was somewhat comfortable in her flowing gown, though even it was sticking
to her with sweat. AAye, 0 he answered, HfAbut

coolness of the caves after this sweltering
AYou and me both, o Adam said.

AEveno sGridyskull replied, fonce we reach
some distance to cover. o

ifi t 6s out of this humidity, I can deal wi

Al am pleased that you remain in good spi
before morning they will be a distant memory. Much danger awaits us at the
templ e. 0

3t

B o t h-RaShdemyself have seen our fair share of battles, 6 Adam sai d.
AWedll be ready when the time comes. O

AWe are already deep in the rseplpeand, ko mygtd
appreciate your spirit and opti mism. Ther e
clapped Adam on the back fondly. Al wel come
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Another ten minutes of walking brought them to a large, vine-covered stone
outcropping. Grayskul |l sl owed and stood in
Adora asked.

Their ancestor turned to them. AfBecause
I remember It though a bit oV eknglramdvn . O Dr
chopped at the vines, |l ow to the ground. Wh e n
to the side, revealing the mouth of a hidden cave. Letting go, the vines swung back
down, covering the hole once more. AThese vi

behind us. They are a hardy breed and will reattach and heal within an hour of our
entry. Itis unlikely that the snakes will find the entrance, even if they knew to look
for it, which | doubt. o

AA good plan, 06 Adam said.

Adora nodded. He was right. They would have enough of their enemies
ahead of them at the templ e. | t additeoisallya ¢ o mf or
have any at their back. AShal | waevBrds, Gragskull bncetabaom pasted
the vines, allowing Adam and her to enter before he followed. Letting the foliage
swing closed behind him, the three found themselves in the near darkness before
Grayskull it a torch she suspected hedd kno
lit up several different tunnels, each leading Goddess knows where.

AThis way, 0 Grayskull sm@mosltcabmhegl . in@ltat
days to traverse the tunnels the first time, but back then | did not know the way.
Even still, it will take hours to reach the end. We must remain silent. These tunnels
are old and house creatures long forgotten. It would be best not to draw their
attention. o

ABut tBé Adoch began.

AWl | not be seen by their blind eyes, 0 G
care. Though they cannot see, they have other ways ofloc at i ng us. 0

AThank you for guiding us, 0 Adam said. A

Grayskul | simply smiled. Al foll ow the w
suspected that it would | ead me back here on
tunnel . i Nwillheawe @vamything W our weapons here. Some of the
tunnel s will be too narrow if we carry our p

yd

e
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Grayskull led them by torchlight through the system of tunnels carefully, but
nonetheless as swiftly as he was able. None of them had uttered a word since
theyod | eft the entrance in an effort
making their way through the tunnels for the better part of a day when they reached
a small stream and Grayskull indicated to Adora and her brother that they were

nearing the end of their journey. A We

to exercise caution. o

em

shoul ¢
man said, Athough once we | eave through th

fThenwe should use this tiaesado f or mul at e

=]

Aye, 0 Grayskull agreed.

=]

Have you thought of a way for us
entrance at its base?0 Adora asked.

AThe pincer c¢claw on this new ar mor

to S

of

means of repellingido thAef apbat odbes snot

enhanced strength given to me by Zoar to climb the tower and will find something
to | ower down to you and pull you wup.

Depending on what, o

~

wh o, you fi

ngt h. o

0

nd at

i r
opti on,roe ahAsdoanne d . Al dondét | i ke the idea of
e

AWhich i s Wwidtthel ahope wi |l | be of benefi

ARegardl ess, we wil/l find a way, but
Men are dangerous foes. | know not of your home or of your enemies there, but do
not underestimate the evil and duplicitous nature of the Snake Men. Many horrors

|l i kely await us within the snake godds

us harm will be as obvious to the eye as our serpentine adversaries. Human slavery
and sacrifice are expected from the snakes, but worse still are those humans who
are loyal to the false god Serpos and serve his will. They make enemies of their
own kind and would do the same to you. We must be wary of any human we come
across as they may not be looking for saviors and will do everything in their power
to give us away or lead us to our doom. With no easy exit, the human slaves are
said to walk the temple as freely as their masters, save for those deemed
dangerous or otherwise special in the

t ake

eyes

e

c

a

a

mi
W 0

t

AiHow wi | | we know the difference bet ween

own free will?06 Adora asked.
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Al ot is |likely that we wil!/ nott dleo med,lde t
Grayskul |l replied. A Wh at I am trying to sa
passages, we must remain hidden from the sight of Snake Man and human alike.
| can get you your power, but we do not have a hope of freeing the humans we

come across, 0 he paused, | ost in thought for t h
returning to the present, fAat | east not yet.
ABut i1t iIis a goal of yours?06 Adam asked,
would one day do just that, he just didndét Kk

NRnAyee omdam replied, nodding. AOne day | wi
child enslaved by Hiss, as | once was. I o we
anot her mo ment , he continued. AWhere we wi
dense | ungl ew how ruchdtdasdéen ¢changed since coming under
Hi ssés control .o

AOnly one way to find out, 0o Adam ventured

findeed. Itistime. Goodluck, 6 Gr ayskul |l sai d. AFor Zoa

The twins replied in unison, AFor Zoar . oo

their way to the exit and peered out into a vast jungle valley surrounded by
mountains. Night had fallen, but at the dead center of the valley stood the Temple
of Serpos, a towering monument to the god of the Snake Men, lit with fire bowls
which hung from chains at various levels. A wall surrounded the base of the temple,
itself situated atop a manufactured mountain. A massive sculpture of Serpos
wrapped around the tower itself, the giant, three-headed serpent inspiring awe even
to their eyes. Either the stories of the shear wall were myths, or the sculpture was
a new addition. Regardless, the addition of the winding snake would be a boon to
their mission, as it should help give them some purchase during their climb. The
smil e on Gr ay s émthalhéthoughtahe same. dlé rdotiandd for them
to follow him as he set off toward the temple.

The three companions made their way carefully through the jungle, aware of
the fact that Snake Men could be all around them. Adora was thankful for her
afrmor 6 s c¢cl oaking abilities, but Grayskul | and
worried her. She thanked Zoar silently when they reached the edge of the jungle
without incident. Before them was a great wall surrounding the base of the
mountain. Atthewal | 6s center, its entrance was guar (
had red and green scales and fierce teeth. The other was mostly green, but
appeared to be a different subspecies than the first as it also had a long tail which
swished back and forth rhythmically, anticipating, and perhaps even hoping for,
some action. It was doubtful that anyone had tried to enter the Temple in recent
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memory, but the guards stood vigilantly nonetheless. It was more likely that they
were there to keep people in rather than out. Once again, Grayskull motioned for
them to follow him as he moved through the edge of the jungle to the left. They
circled around the mountain until they came upon its left side. Glancing in either
direction, making sure that no additional sentries could be seen, they made their
way out into the open and proceeded to the wall.

Once theydd reached it, D6Vann used his g
and then her brother to the top of the surrc
likeagrapnel,Gr ayskull shot it to the wall ds peak a
Turning to them, he whispered, AFrom here we
serpent . Keep your eyes open for guards wal
the two at the entranc e wi | | be all we ol | see on our jc

The wall itself was several feet thick and more than wide enough for the three of
them to stay atop as they continued to circle the structure in search of a secure
area to begin their ascent. Once they had travelled nearly back around to the
entrance, now on the right side of the mountain, Adam caught sight of the base of
the Serpos sculpturedbds tail. | -powevead §ift | ow eno
by Grayskull, they should be able to reach it. Adam motioned toward it and
Grayskull nodded his agreement, clasping his hands and bending his knees as he
did so. Adam stepped into the mands hands a
was sent airborne once more. For a brief moment, he was af r ai d t hat he:
miscalculated the distance as the arc of his trajectory appeared to be falling short
of his goal, but he reached with all his might and grabbed the tail with both hands
in a rather violent landing before hoisting himself up and onto his belly. A bead of

sweat dripped and fell from his forehead as
falling. Looking back to Grayskull, the man shrugged in apology and sent Adora up
next. Adamés sister flew over him Kand | ande

clutched in her hand. Grayskull himself then leaptand again used his a
pincer to pull himself up to join them once more.

Al 6m sorry, my friend, O he whispered t
expression, Ayour new armor i s surprisingly

Akt di ne, 06 Adam replied. Altés not the fi
to be the | ast. o

AShhh, 6 Adora hissed as she dropped to hert
to their immediate right, the men followed suit, dropping down just in time for a
serpentine guard to walk past. When they wer
stood up once again and continued upward, walking along the sculpted tail as it
wound around the tower. The window had been far too small for any of them to fit
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through, but the last thing they wanted was to announce their presence before

theydod even made it to the top. Doing so un
even once theyo6d reached the templeds apex,
the way to its depths in their effort to find the font. It would obviously be best to be

able to do so in secret. Continuing to make their way carefully along the sculpture,

the three of them slowly ascended the tower with no further incidents. The Goddess

was with them, at leastso far. Thethree-headed scul ptureds middl e
above the temple itself and they agreed that it would be their best bet for getting

inside.

When they reached the top, Grayskull looked carefully for any sign of a guard
before he shot hisarmor 6 s pincer into the sculpture ne
pinceros grappling feature to | ower himself
had definitely been of use and he thanked his friend Nikolas profusely under his
breath. While the cable was still attached, Adora and her brother used it to climb
down to join their ancestor before he retracted it back into its forearm sheath. There
wasnoéot much to the top of the temple other t
below and afew more ofthef i re bowls that seemed to be t he
source. At the rear of the roof was a large double door that they had to assume led
to the rest of the temple.

AQui et . I t hought I heard sssomething. o
come from the other side of the door. Adam and Grayskull quickly hid in the
shadows. Adora used her Starburst armor to bend the light and hide in plain sight.
She hadnot been sure it would work at night,
and was thankful for the light of the fire bowls that surrounded them. The armor
worked and she disappeared to the naked eye just as, with a loud creak, the door
opened inward. One of the serpentine guards exited the temple, spear at the ready.
Seeing a Snake Man up close for the first time, Adora had to suppress a shudder.
The terrifying creaturebés cold, reptilian ey
vertical slits of its pupils dilating due to the light of the fire. It turned as it heard the
second sentry speak.

AYoubre hearing thingsss,o0 the other said
gone passst us. o0

Adora watched as Adam and Grayskull did just that, slipping into the open
door while the sentries were distracted and quickly hiding in the corners of the
doorframe. With a shrug, the second Snake Man turned along with his partner and
began to walk back toward the door. Quickly formulating a plan, Adora brushed her
foot along the rooftop, making a loud scraping sound.
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il told you | h leedinstdaids terrsing braekt tdwara reer, with  t
a hiss. Continuing to use her cloak to hide her, Adora slipped past the guards and
joined her companions within the entrance. !
Adam and Grayskul | 6s faherh readdtheioway quicktlydawh e t hr e e
the hall and turned the corner before the sentries could turn back around and see
them.

Glancing at the area all around her in order to make sure that they were
alone, Adora uncloaked and whdtsipserged., 0 i THhd
Grayskull began to move carefully down the hallway, but Adam was frozen still, his

eyes wildly taking in his surroundings. A Wh
Al know this place, 0 he whispered back.
AWhat ?0
Al know t his pd.acefTohihse irse pSmaakee Mount ai n
be. 0
iSnake Mountain?0 she asked. ASkel etoros
AnYes, ail ttodbsyu pglusl y an earlier version of i
Grayskul |l pointed to the floor beneath th

know t he way?o

~

NnBeer, 0 Adam said with a smile. i Know
our time, we once tried to use it to infiltrate the mountain, but our enemy Skeletor
had already sealed it. In this time period, however, it should be brand new and
functioning. o

AExcellent, 0 Grayskull said. AfLead the w

His grin still in place, Adam led them down the hall to a statue of King Hiss
holding a wicked looking snake staff, as dissimilar to the Staff of Ka as a Snake
Man was to a human. The staff in the sculpture was simple, with a circular ball at
its apex, however a |l arge serpent circled th
was mostly destroyed in our ti me, probably |
around the surface of the statue with his hands, looking for seams while his sister
and Grayskull kept an eye out for more guards. Seeing a fine vertical line on the

statueds right shoulder, Adam pulled down ge
felt a slight click. A moment later, the wall panel behind the statue slid to the left,
opening a hidden passageway. AGot 1t, o0 he s
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fExcellent work, my friend!o Grayskul!l excl ai med
trying to be as silent as possible. Adora gave Adam a quick embrace and the three
of them entered the tunnel. With a click of a button on the other side of the wall,
the hidden panel slid closed behind them, bathing them in darkness.
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THE PRIESTESS

Adora, Adam and Grayskull made their way through the hidden tunnel
slowly. The passage was incredibly narrow and forced them to walk single-file.
With a flick of her wrist, Adora used the cape of her new Starburst armor to shine a
light on the path ahead, taking point in this unexpected part of their journey. The
three ofthemcould n 6t bel i eve their luck in finding tl
them, hopefully, to avoid any more close calls with the Snake Men that called the
Temple of Serpos home. Having had to enter the temple at its apex, they knew that
they now needed to descend to the very bottom to find the Font of Life, which Adam
hoped would restore his connection to the power Zoar had gifted his bloodline.
Adora could become She-Ra at will with the Sword of Protection, but she was
stranded here in the past without it and hoped that the font would also benefit her.
The tunnel they were in formed a winding, circular pattern, bringing them lower and
lower, the pitch of its descent almost enough to make them lose their footing. Every
hundred paces or so, the three companions would reach a sharp turn and make
their way in the opposite direction until thi
any idea what the font wil/ l ook | i ke when w
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Anltdés hard to say. | arhkandeocade wgo,abtit this t | ooke
entire temple has been built over it since t
ADo you think Hiss knows about its power?
Al't has | ong been foretold to have mystic:

to me i f Hiss knewerodd .fatt, | @duldcsayatlyasthkisiuemple a n s w
is proof of that knowledge. O

ADo you think haeeprwovuel ndt saenaylo ne eolfsfe fr om u
asked.

nAye, but knowing Hiss, he would have fi
himself and he hasnoty et been able to do so. 0

AHow do you know?0 Adora asked.

Al f Hiss had the power, he wouthedvorllave expé
by now, 0 he said. i No, I dondét think hebds |
this tribute to Serpos above itlike | y doubl es as an effort to ke

ATo help keep himself in power, 06 Adam sai
yet another human to gain Zoarés strength an

Grayskul | nodded solemnly bedéddasayitst oppi nc
aloud, friends, for | know that this is your mission, but | fear that the font will only
work when Zoar herself is there to bless it, as she was with me. If we do not see
her, I 6m afrai d t halitsgangers,wijlhauebeen her enotwwht h

Adam cl apped his ancestorés shoul der c¢omf
woul dndédt send us here i f she didnét plan on

~

Al know, 0 h eapolagipelfor doubtjng, Buaitrhas bden many years

since | 6ve seen her in any form. o
AThat you know of, 0 Adora said.
AWhat do you mean?0 Grayskull asked.
Al have a feeling that Zoar has been watc

think, o she said with a smile.

AThen she must surely hergfite amanagiost havi ng
as myself, o0 Grayskull replied solemnly.
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nl dondét think she does anything with reg

thatodos why she sent wus. You are her champio

An undefinabl e | ook cameatfevwnds. Hhhad f ut ur e
no idea of his role in Zoaros plans, but he
said quietly.

The three of them walked in silence after that until it came time for Adora to
tell them that theydd arfiWeédeahetbdeoenle 0§ ¢
hand placed upon the cold stone wall in front of her. The tunnel came to an abrupt
stop there, leading to what appeared to be a blank wall with no opening. With a
little searching, Adora found a button disguised as a stone on the left wall. Pressing
it, a hidden panel slid open to reveal a room lit by torchlight. Chained to the far wall

was a |l one female figure. Barefoot and dr e
hi dden by a burl ap sack t hatWelald, bteleant ¢pd arccetd
| expected, 06 Adora whispered. The three of
gl ancing around in all directions for any s

sparse, holding only the prisoner. The wall to their right had a metal door in its
center, most likely leading to the rest of the temple.

The panel at their rear slid closed and the three of them found themselves
alone with the unidentified woman, whose covered head lifted at the sound of
Adorads voice andlsheomkosenghpaeeb. thé pris
voice soft and quiet.

AwWe are here, friend, o Grayskull said, st
womandéds hood, revealing her shaved head and
depth to them that was undeniable even in the poor lighting of the room, as if they
held the universe within them. It was a long moment before she and Grayskull
broke eye contact. AWe must free her, o0 Gray

AWhat about what you s aHdlookeétbbigsistero Adam &
and he knew that she recognized the woman instantly, much as he had. It was
Zoar, c¢clothed in the same humanoid form name
with two notable exceptions: her youth, and the fact that her wings were missing.
Here, Veena appeared wholly human. Adam was only asking the question because

he didndét want to |l et on to Grayskull that t
Al f sheds hidden this deep in Hissds | air

surely is prized to him, but not as a supporter. | cannot bring myself to leave her

here, despite my earlier words.o
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il agree, of course, 0 Adam replied, stepr
her. Adam held her up, his arms around her waist as Grayskull used his

tremendous strength to shatter her shackles, careful not to harm her while he did

So.

~

Al told you wedd meet again, 0 Veena whi sy
alone could hear. Once she was free, she spoke once more, but this time loud
enough for all three of themtohearher. A Thank you. 0

AWould you do me the honor of telling me
Al am Veena, 0 she replied. AnThe | ast rem
Grayskull s expression |it up brightly. f

as hefacedthem. n Anot her warri or of Zoar sent to our

Veena | aughed quietly. Ail't would seem th
mi ne. May | have your names?o0

Adam and Adora knew of course that they c
Veenads i dent irmanwould&éréearmtieat truth Wwas not something
that either of them could say, it certainly
mentioned in the | egends that AMam & aAldamar d
replied before indicating his compa n i o this is myfsister She-Ra, and our friend
and guide, Do6Vann Grayskull .o

AHow | ong have you been i mprisoned here?
question Adam had been thinking, but was afraid to bring up. Did she just appear
here in this form, moments before the three of them entered, or had she actually
been imprisoned here in her human form, unable to escape?

Veena seemed unfazed by the inquiry. A A
considered a prized possession by Hiss. | do not know how long | have been here,
though it feels like ages. Let us simply say that | have been here more than long
enough. o

AFair enough, 6 Adora said with a nod. A N

AWhere are you headed?0 Veena asked.

AWe are here searching floeplied. hrearsgont of L
Zoar gifted her power to me through it, and now she sends these two to find it and
partake of its power as | once did. However, | am afraid that this abomination of a
temple was not here when | was last and, other than descending to its lowest level,
I am unsure of how to find it.o
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AWhy do you call this temple an abominat:.

A perplexed | ook came over the mands f ac
guestion. A Why ? Because Serpos issowa god of
ends. 0 He said it as 1 f it were obvious.

Veena brushed off his answer with a wave
just as none are good. They just are. It
being done in these lands in the name of Serpos, it is the evil of Hiss and his
followers and theirs alone. Do you really think that Zoar would align herself with

slavery and corruption? I f she wouldnét, wh
AAlign hederbfthakndw way, 0 .Grayskul |l repl i
i Z o a rchdsem all of you; | can see her in your auras; but each one of you

has much to | earn about the ways of gods. o

seemingly |l ost in memory. AZoar governs | if

is their combined wills that make the universe. In the beginning, Zoar sat in the
heavens alongside her siblings, equal in all ways. For eons they were united, each
doing their part to maintain what they had made. That is the way of things. It was
the godsd r es pwho separated themloleo time,rasd in doing so,
disrupted the balance of the universe. In truth, they long to be together. They

continue their work, but they do it alone an
She turned to Grayskulland smiledass he t ook his hands in her o0\
D6Vann Grayskull, one day they will sit side

be peace. 0

NfnPeace? Do you not feel anger at being
Serpos?0 the man asked.

AOf couemsa, e pMlei ed, Abut that anger 1ies
merely thinks he serves. o0

Grayskul |l di dnot know what to make of th
Adora could both tell, but he seemed capti ve
Adora said, inter r upt i ng t hem, Anthis is all wvery fasc
the font is?0

AfYes, o Veena replied, letting go of Grays
still sore from her shackl es. Al can feel [

releasingme from my bonds, Il will take you to it.

Grayskull, thinking of the armaments his new friends carried, and feeling the
weight of his own battle axe upon his back, f
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safety in a way that he did not understand. He barely knew her, yet he felt as if
shedd been by his side for years. ADo you r

Veena simply shook her head as she approa
will provide one. 0

AYour mother?0 Grayskull asked.
AZoar i s thalmotothd&remfa uwueplied.

Grayskull nodded and with a shove of his shoulder, broke the door loose

from its hinges. AThen | ead the way, Pries:
further harm will come to you in this place,
NRnSee?0 Veehaesmadiyd. shi@Ai s protecting me. 0
she began to wal k. AThis way. o She moved
captivating. Al can feel the font bel ow us
stairwell of s o mtbeirwaydown tibe widd hallevgy, bot avereesoon

cut off by two guards who were marching down a hallway perpendicular to their
own.

The two Snake Men immediately took notice of the curious quartet and
readied their weapons; the guard on the left brandishing a spear; the one on the
right drawing a sword. AHalt! o the |l eft gu
companions could attack, Veena calmly walked toward to the Snake Men, who
rushed at her, weapons at the ready. They came upon her quickly, each thrusting
their tools of death in her direction, but she crouched low in an instantaneous, fluid
movement, causing both guards to inflict fatal wounds only on each other, just
above her head. The guards fell in a heap. Standing upright and turning back to
her new friends, they each stared at her, slack-jawed and wide-eyed.

AHow?o0 Grayskull asked. AHow did you kno
Al didndét, 06 Veena answered simply.

Without further word, the four of them quickly hid the bodies of the two Snake
Men in a small storage room. Thankfully, most of the blood had been absorbed by

the Snake Menbés tunics and theyodd | eft | ittl
wipe It away with a clean piece of one of the
t h ey 0 ded, Veemaitwsnied and once again began walking down the hallway.

ACome, t hsmewayss osgiol b

Approaching the intersecting hallway from which the Snake Men had
appeared, Veena stopped momentarily, looking in both directions. After a slight
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pause, she turned and headed to the right. The three warriors followed close
behind. At the end of the hall, they came upon a spiral stairwell that they hoped
would lead them the rest of the way down. Veena lead them as they descended.
The stairwell made for tight quarters, forcing them to make their way single-file. It
wasnot | ong before they nmusclechtmakeMantpspeds i t i on.
in surprise as it nearly ran into Veena on its way up the stairs. Drawing its sword,
the creature plunged the blade toward her. She dodged the majority of the blow
gracefully, but the opposing blade connected with the soft flesh of her upper arm,
causing bright red blood to flow upon piercing her. Veena stumbled backward,
running into Grayskull almost immediately and falling backward as she lost her
footing.

Without missing a beat, Grayskull kicked the Snake Man square in the face,
causing the Snake Man to tumble down the steps in a series of backward
somersaults. Leaping over Veena, Grayskull brought his battle axe crashing down
on their foe and finished the battle swiftly. The man quickly turned back to Veena.
AAre you alright?0 he asked with great conce

Seemingly fascinated by the blood pouring from her wound, Veena merely
stared atitasitraninri vul et s dowh bhéeepedrm. shél st ammered

nwWe all bl eed, 6 Grayskull said, bewildere
Al 6ve never bled before,d she said. ASuc
AHIi ss did not torture you?0 Grayskull ask

Snapping back to the world around her, Veena looked at the man before her
and shook her head. ANot as such, no. o

Adam and Adora were more acutely aware of the situation than Grayskull
could ever be. Zoar, in human form as Veena, had just felt pain for the first time.
Thereds no knowiumgdhhtwlodt i she buh shedd nearly
Grayskull and she knew it. Neither of the twins knew the exact reason why Veena
had chosen to keep the truth of her identity secret from him, but Adora surmised
that she was afraid to scare him off. Veena was destined to one day become
Grayskull s bride, however D6Vann respected
her as a woman he could have and love, and who could love him in return. The
Eternian princess understood in her own way that Veena must be hiding her truth
in order to protect herself from rejection. Perhaps she was more human than even
she knew. Still, the fact remained that they would have to patch her up and continue
on. AHere, 0 Adora interjected,nthiieln@bw me hel p
stairwell, she helped Veena to her feet befo
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ragged gar ment . She then tied it tightly to
the bleeding, but when we get okatit. bnhay her e, |
have to stitch it wup for you.oO

Veena looked at her with eyes that, for the first time, betrayed a naivety that
surprised Ador a. AThank you, 0 she said, and

AAny time, 0 she repl iwhd.s pelreeadn, i nigl imma yc |noost
| ot about the gods, but you have a |l ot to | e
need to be careful .o Leaning back, she smile
was, in many ways, as much of a stranger to human existence as a child was.
Perhaps thatdéds why she made the choice to ta
with the knowledge of what it was to be human, she thought that she would be a
better goddess to them.

AYes, 0O Veena replied quimdrle..o0 Al wi ||
ADondt thank me, 0 Adora said, stil |l smi | 11
who she knew was al so much mor e. AJust be ¢
fSo,you are alright?06 Grayskul/l persisted.
AYes, my friend, 0 Veena nodded. Al am no

AGood, 0 he r.epliiled wau mit i nk wedre al most
tight quarters make any enemy engagem

-
P
@
@

riy, o she said. Al can feel it. o

=]
=
D

must hide this body as we did the oth

A

|l ead the way frbmshede, di Grgpsaskdbndt mind, o
AOf course, 0 she said. AThank you. o

AZoar hel ps us, 0 Grayskull sai d, Abut S
themsel ves. 0

Adora and Adam watched as Veena tilted her head slightly, not quite
understanding what Grayskull meant. After a moment, she nodded in agreement.
Shedd |Ii kely never been confronted first han
as disconnected and unconcerned; and one look in her eyes told them that that
realization was something she would be thinking long and hard about.

yd

e
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El sewhere in the templ e, Rattl or, gener al
Stopping suddenly, he flicked his forked tongue, tasting the air. His slitted eyes
narrowed as he caught the taste of blood. Human blood was not uncommon in the
templ e, far from it, but he sensed somethin
smell human. Kneeling down, Rattlor traced his clawed hand along the tiled floor,
but he found nothing. Frustrated, he stood with a disappointed grunt. About to
chalk up the scent to too much drink gone to his head, he smiled as he caught sight
of a bright red drop on the right wall, trailing down only an inch or so. It sat upon
the dark mortar between tiles, previously undiscovered by whomever had helped it
find its way there. Someone had tried to clean up something that had happened
here, but they hadnét done so thoroughly. Ol
in toward the blood on the wall, he flicked the speck with his tongue and knew in an
instant that it belonged to a Snake Man. Their taste was unique. Anger rose up
within him. Perhaps one of the slaves had revolted. Using his tongue to flick the
air once more, he followed the taste of the blood in the air to what was essentially
a supply closet. Opening it, he found not one, but two corpses inside. He knew
these serpents. They werenodédt the cream of tl
slave had done this, at least not alone. Somehow, despite the difficulty of entering
this temple by a non-snake, they had intruders. If only King Hiss were here. He
enjoyed this kind of thing, the slaughtering of enemies. Rattlor made a mental note
to have a victory drink for his king | ater t
of their unwelcome visitors.

Smelling the air once more, he caught something else: the scent of humans.
Hed6d expectedt awagnmu&th, t bas scent hedd nor mal
manki nd, a sencountersdéhadralevaysireeked of fear. No, this scent was
different. A hint of sweat, perhaps due to nervousness, but not fear. Following it to
a stairwell, he made his way down until he once again tasted blood. Another of his
guards killed? He would have to have a talk with those that remained. It was
unacceptablet o | ose three men in a single day. T
punishment. Finding this third body with relative ease, this time hidden behind a
statue, he felt his muscles tense. They were close. He was sure of it. Listening
for voices, he heard none, but clenched his fists in readiness nonetheless.
Whatever the reason for this invasion, it would soon be over. It was then that the
general remembered the prized prisoner King Hiss had hidden down here in the
depths of the temple and quickened his pace, using his wrist-communicator to call
for reinforcements.
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It wasnb6t much | onger before the group re
Thankfully, theydédd had no further incidents
that, according to Veena, was leading them to the font. Far from the more intricately
decorated upper levels, this hallway, located deep within the temple, was dark and
damp; water from the moist jungle seeping int
so narrow. | WWehare, oedeena said from behind
him toward a door at the far end of the hall. Much like the hallway, the door itself
bore little resemblance to the decor of the upper floors, serving a functional purpose
only, as opposed to only being decorative. The door was essentially a thick metal
slab on hinges, with a large bolt and lock holding it closed and locked.

Grayskull hefted his large axe and brought it down with all his force, but the
lock merely deflected the blow and vibratedwi t h a strange resonating
lock appears to b e enchanted, O t he ma n sai d, Vi si
di sappoint ment . AEven this unbreakable weap

Adora removed her staff from its place on her belt, pressing a button hidden
near the head of it that expanded it to its full length. Motioning for the others to
make room, she swung the staff with a flourish, bringing it down hard upon the lock,
but it again merely hummed after deflecting her blow. She glanced at her
compani ons and shrugged. nlf even Grayskull (
of me to think that | could do it.o

AYou hold much power within yoMand&eena
weapon i s more suited to this purpose?bo0

Adam pulled the beautiful Star Sword from the sheath on his back and
nodded. Altoés worth a try.o

AEach of your weapons are gifted with str

the Star Sword is the most powerful by far.o
AYou know of it?0 Grayskull asked.
AYes, 0 Veena r ehlisiwerld by the Wizud Raj igihstid to reold t

the power of the stars themselves. o0

=]

Did you know himo Adam asked.
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Al n my own way, 0 she replied vaguely.

Adam made a mental note that he would have to inquire further if he got the
opportunity. Holding the glimmering sword aloft, Adam felt its power course through
him, similar to how the Sword of Light used to, years ago. Bringing the weapon
down upon the lock, the impact of the two objects colliding emitted a bright flash.
When the flash had faded, the lock lay upon the floor, cleaved in two.

AGood, 06 Veena said. ANow | et us enter. o
used his great strength to push the metal slab open into a dark room.

A

Adora wused her Starburst armor6s <cape to
revealing brick floors and walls. At the center of it all, surrounded by a circular
pattern of blocks that made it resemble a well, was what Adora assumed was the

font . Ails this it?0 she asked.
AYes, 0O Veena said. AWhat Hiss has | eft o
Saddened by the sig h t |, Grayskul |l spoke softly, it
beauty. o
AYes, but not its power, 0 Veena replied.
quickly, for | sense others approaching. o
AHow wi || it work without the prlgisence of
was only with her blessing that it worked for me, and her absence must be why it
has never worked for Hiss or his followers.o
AHer bl essing is with us, my friend, i n
accident that you found a priestess of Zoar here, and that you freed me to come
and join you. She has obviously willed this

Adam and Adora knew this to be true and each of them knelt on the hard
brick floor, dipping their hands into the water, which they found to be surprisingly
warm to the touch. The twins looked at each other as they brought the water to
their lips and drank, feeling the power Veena spoke of flow through them almost as
soon as it touched their lips. For Adora, it was not too different from her
transformations into She-Ra, but for Ada m, it was a feeling hebéd n
year s. The king didndét realize just how muct
coursing through him, filling him with the power of Grayskull or, more accurately,
the same power that he shared with Grayskull: the power of Zoar. Botht wi ns 6
muscles swelled and grew. Adam felt a sense
younger days. The two of them stood in the near-dark and Grayskull smiled as he
saw their transformation.
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It worked,id Grayskull s a

=)}

Of course, 0 Veena replied with a grin. f
once more, they are ready for what awaits them. Now, we must leave so that they
may complete their mission.o

AHave they not? I thought t Hmeegledt hi s was

AOnly the first step, 0 the priestess said
must | eave quickly. o Stepping out into the
her companions joined her, they saw why: dozens of Snake Men were rushing into
thehal | way, a waMytap omlgo g iheesm. 0 sihe sai d quietly.
here. o

~

Al see youbve been blesssed by the font, o
mattersss not, for now you will die.o At hi
their weapons and attacked.

Veena ducked behind her companions as they each drew their weapons.
Grayskull was the first to rush headlong int
axe wildly with his left hand as he blocked their weapons and teeth with his armored
right arm. Adora followed suit and cut a wide swath through the Snake Men with
the Staff of Ka. Having trained with many different weapons in her time as Despara,
including staffs and double-ended weapons, she swung the staff with expert
precision.

Adam was likewise in his element, swinging his new Star Sword with all the
finesse and power hebéd once displayed with t
with the shimmering weapon created a flash of light and sent as many as three
Snake Men flying backi nt o t heir comrades. The sol dier
with his weapon were struck instead with his powerful fist, which was more than
enough on its own now that he had the power within himself once more. Suddenly,
Adam found himself being smashed in the right side by the powerful tail of Rattlor,
the blow sending him careening into the wall of the cramped hallway. The general
followed, his large tail swinging towards Adam once more before being stopped
suddenly by Grayskull é@&smpnasearmsehetd oughfra
rumbling growl, Rattlor knocked the pincer aside and turned to face his new
attacker, but screamed in pain as Grayskull
arm at the elbow. Grayskull knew from experience that the arm would likely grow
back over time; Snake Men tendedtor egener ate | ost | imbs; but i
from feeling pain, the intensity of which sent the general into a rage. Lashing out
in his anger, Rattlorods t ai leashmawhilrdAddmi nt o hi
and his allies avoided it.
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A Weol | never make it back to the top of t
here! o0 Adora shouted. fiWe need to find a di

AAgreed! 0 Adam repl i esdrroondedtr h € me fullGoay $ k a't
get Veena! o he shoutemick Whemia, Shalen Mamw ckte
attacking arm down before quickly stepping
launching himself upward, using all his might to strike the ceiling with his fist, using
his newly acquired power to create a hole large enough for them to escape through.

Landing back down on the stone fl oor, he Kkic
used as a lift and swung the mighty Star Sword in a circle around him, causing the

remaining enemies around them to scatter, if only briefly. As soon as he had

enough room, he dropped his sword to the floor and knelt down low.

Realizing what her brother was up to, Adora ran toward him and stepped into
his cupped hands which he used to launch herupwar d t hrough the openi
just made above them. Grayskull shouldered through the throng of soldiers toward
Adam soon after, Veena held close to his side. While Grayskull brandished his axe,
Adam launched Veena upward, where Adora deftly caught her and pulled her to
safety. Grayskull nodded his thanks as the same was done for him. Looking
upward at his companions, who now gazed down at him from the floor above, Adam
readied himself to jump before being violently knocked aside by Rattlor, landing on
his back. The general hissed at him, tongue flicking the air, as the blood from his
severed arm ran steadily out and onto the floor. The Snake Man charged and Adam
realized that the blood loss had obviously begun to affect him, as Rattlor stumbled
slightly in his approach. With a grunt, Adam kicked with both feet from his prone
position, connecting with the charging gener
his foe crashing into the wall with such force that he broke through it and into the
soft earth on the other side. The general emerged slowly, managing two steps
toward Adam before lowering to one knee and finally collapsing in a heap. The
remaining Snake Men fled at the sight of their leader being defeated and Adam took
advantage of the opportunity to regain his footing and make the leap upward to join
his friends.

AnAre you alright, brother?06 Adora asked h
and pulled him to safety.

AHe j ust caught me off guard. I 61 1 be f |
heavydespi t e hi msel f , Abut thanks. 0

AHow are we going to get -Raistrightowititheay s k ul |
guards alerted, weodll never make it to the t
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AAct umddm ,bbegan, AThat monst e MWeshoudef eat ga
be above ground now. 0 With that, he turned
they found themselves in and punched it with all his strength, shattering it outward,
the bricks flying out and striking the wall that surrounded the temple. The four of
them ran into the morning daylight outside and Grayskull quickly leapt to the top of
the wall. Adam assisted Veena as he had inside, and Grayskull caught her
gracefully before taking her over the wall to the jungle on the other side. Once
Adam and Adora saw that their friends were safely over, they followed suit and the
four of them escaped into the dense jungle in search of the cave system that had
brought them there.
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8.
THE NEXT STEPS

After a day of trudging through the Mountains of Gnarl, the quartet had nearly
reached the other side. The previous morning, the sounds of the Snake Men
pressing through the dense jungle in pursuit had forced them to move as fast as
they could manage. Thankfully, they had made their way back to the entrance of

the cave theydédd used to infiltrate Hissbs t
light-bending armor helping them remain hidden on more than one occasion.

However, not |l ong after exiting the Cave of I
sol diers waiting for them, bl ocking their re

unseen by the Snake Men, but it had been obvious that their planned return trip to

Zalesia would have been impossible. They could only guess as to whether the

Snake Men suspected Nikolas of helping them, but they likely did. Grayskull fully

expected Rattlor, or perhaps even King Hiss himself, to pay the Zalesian leader a

visit very soon. Dé6Vann did not want to put
made the decision to traverse the mountains in the opposite direction instead,

claiming he knew the way to a city called Talok on the other side.

Adam and Adora had once again joined Grayskull in being blessed with great
power from Zoar and the journey was none too difficult for the three of them. Unlike
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them,Veenadés human form had its I imits. She
requiring the occasional rest, such as the one they took now, near the crest of the
final mountain. A small stream passed through the mountains here, but large
enough to support some rather succulent fish, which Grayskull had caught and
cooked. Veena closed her eyes and thanked the fish for sustaining her before
eating. The other three followed suit. Grayskull wiped his mouth after a rather large

bite before |l ooking toward Veena. Al &m not
before, o he began, f#Abut why did you not drir
woul d have blessed you, as she did us. o

AShe has already bl essednnmd, d ebeenad Frigpplti,
given me life, and now she has given me freedom and new friends. There is no
more that | require of her. o

ABut surely the strength would benefit vyo

ANot as much as you, 0 she saiimjdowmnadhe s mi l

her bare feet, which were scraped and bl oody
| apol ogize for slowing you down. My body i1
i n Il onger than | can remember. For that and

AFoegime, 0 Grayskull sai d, embarrassed. F
no burden to us, Veena. Quite the opposite.

this, he looked away somewhat sheepishly, which both Adam and Adora shared a

smile over. It was quite the dichotomy seeing the mountainous warrior nervous

around this woman hedd obvi oulwiéfyimettdhleeyroda | i |
known each other. If he only knew the truth of who she really was. Putting out the

fire, D6Vann began. Theynegdedthleepmbving i r t hi ngs

Leaving the group, Veena stood and walked to the nearby crest of the
mountain, looking out over the lands stretched out below them. Talok City could be
seen in the distance. It was an ancient city and one of the few from before the
Great Wars that still stood. Little was known of the world before the Great Wars;
its secrets now lost to time. Unlike her new friends, however, Veena remembered.
Adam and Adora approached her and she greeted them with a nod.

AYou | od&epoi bet hought, 06 Adam sai d. A | h
Al was, and no, of course not . I wel come
horizon ahead of them and sighed. ALooki ng «
that change is natural and inevitable, but change has always been my brother
Havokds purview, not my own. Il n some ways,
and |ife has been | ost to the passage of tim
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AWhat do you mean?06 Adora asked.

AYou know of the Great Wausdoattl|l gasww wh
came before. None of you do. Even in this time period, there is little record of it

save for the technological artifacts | eft ©be
grass, facing out toward the horizon, before being joined by the twins, who did
l i kewi se. Aln the time before the Great War s

Eternia, which should sound familiar to you. It had been a great and thriving planet,
full of wondrous creations and mechanical achievements far more advanced than

even what you two know from your time. OO Wi
obviously forgone the pretense of being merely Veena. She was now speaking to
them as Zoar,thegoddess of i f e. AFor eons it was

Havok. 0O

~

iTeh Age of Havok?0 Adam asked. Al thought
This O06Age of Serpos?6o0

Veena shook her head. AThere have been mi
history books can tell you. More than your scientists, despite all their vast
knowledge, would ever believe. This is merely the first age of your recorded history,
and even as much as you know, there is so much that you do not. More of this
world has faded to dust than you could ever
was no accident. Thisworld has been here since the begint
Turning to face them, she continued. AMy si
a harmony to this; a balance. One of us being in ascendance does not mean that
they are dominant, for the gods must work together always, even without the direct

contact that we once shared, but it does mean thatt- they A
speak, for a while. The cycles always proceed thusly: my age ends, giving way to
Havokds, just as BbBibs.gawveowayttho sSageowil |l a

AGi ving way to another Age of Zoar, o Ador
I know. 0

AYes. O

AThat 6s why wedre really here, i snobt it ?
usher in the next age. o0

=)}

Not fully, 0 s wikcomedregardlesse bt yourwill hielp him
take his first steps toward his true destiny

AWhat do you mean?0 Adora asked.

3t

You will help him become the king that h
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~

AThat could take qui t e rsvorlkhen otrtinmeeisio Adam s

danger . Our families are in danger. o

i Do not fear, Adam. Your family and foroi
promised, you will return in time to help them, but for now your help is needed here.
It will not take as muchtimeas you think, o0 Veena said. ATh
hero, ready to see Hiss defeated. Ot her s have tried and faile

destiny to do this.o

fAndl want to help him,0 Adam said, Al just
you say that they will be protected, then | believe you.
AKel dor has things well in hand in the fu;
as much as you | ove your family. He wi || no
AForgive me if | still have trouble trust
Al untdaenrd, 0 she said. Alf not him, then t

AWhy have you taken your current form?o0 A
i mportant questions, even if she did so a I
or just disguised as a human? What purposedoes Veena serve?o

AWhen | am in this form, I assure you th
Veena replied, iat | east physically. o She
bandaged arm, which Adora had tended to thei
notquteaccustomed to it, however; Dbeing in such

AThen why become human at all ?0 Adora ask

~

ATo better understand you, 06 Veena said, |
understand love and fear and sadness and all of the things that make you who and
what you are. Humanity is beautiful to me; a fragile, fleeting existence, not unlike

how 1 6d i magine a human would view a fl ower.

humanityés beauty from afar, |1 06ve never trul

goddess of life without having experienced life myself? How can | help provide you

with what you need if | dondét wunderstand you
AYouol | be in good company. Many of us d

admitted.

A Wh i clikelytheveryr eason you are so quick to de:
Veena said.

Al suppose youodre right about that, o he s
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But how can you know about whatodéds happen
back in time with us?06 Adora asked.

Al didndét travetd. wiifhhgoVe®nahgouemeéti eat C
is still there, a thousand years hence. Here, | am the same Veena that has always
been in this time.Oo

AThen how can you know whatdos happening
pressed on.

Al tds not s o meg explainother thandoasay thatd doinbt view
time the same way that you do. 0
ARShebdsoddneessG 06 Adam said simply. AWedre r

AThat soundesutl,d&keAdorcopreplied.

APerhaps i f you ever meet Seemapeplied it wi | |

ABut i f you need our help to make Graysku
the first place?0 Adora continued. Al n our
being here isnbét messing up history.oo

ABecause your beingcaeneti BehcbBaonwgegd, 0TVe

AAll 1 s happening as it has always happened.

AYou mean we were always destined to do t
Adam asked.

nYes. O

ABut how?0 h eMamamgpShe-Radshould hivd been legends in

ourtimeifthat were true. Thereds no record of wus
books, or even of anyone | i ke us wunder diffe
AAnd that means that it didnét happen?do V

told you, history as it is taught is seldom history as it truly was. And much has been
l ost to the cycle of time. o0

nYes, |l suppose youbre right, o Adam acqui
AWhy do you not tell Grayskul | who you ar
had been foremost on Adamés mind asks wel |, bu
ANow i s not the appropriate time, 0 Veena
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ATi me for what?0 Grayskull asked, walking
supplies slung over his back.

ARTo set up camp, 0 -MWae wasaonceraqu Ifor mel and nHe
thought that perhaps we should stop, but | have assured him that | can continue.
Thank you, however, for your kindness, 0 she
them stood upright once more.

AOf course, 0 Adam said. Al just wanted t

AZoar wnd It gd vetrength to conticanbee, 0 she

seenf rom her e. We can stay there tonight, as
ARegardless, you have to |l et me know if vy
Al 6m afraid | must insist. o
i Of courseepl Veenwi th a smile. AYou hav

much. The meal that you prepared us has returned much of my strength. | thank
you. 0

AAnything for the | astulplriseasitee.ss ©bWha&Ztoav
Goddess needs from me, whatever youneedfrom me, | wi l |l give free
AFor now, 0 she said, fAperhaps just a hand

Grayskull smiled as he extended his arm for support. Veena took it and
pulled herself close to him as they began to descend from the peak, Adam and
Adora following closely behind.

V4

e

The four of them entered Talok City just before nightfall. Adam and his sister
listened closely as Grayskull spoke of the city. Talok itself was small compared to
most of the cities and kingdoms tmmhmallelam and
up for its size with its history. Dating from before the Great Wars, the actual
founding of the city and the circumstances surrounding it were long-forgotten, even
in this time. No one knew who had originally built it, or who its initial inhabitants

had been. I n Adam and Adoradés time, the cit
tales told of the lost city of Talok. It was a legend in its own way, inspiring many

stories. Unfortunately, the cityobdsingnd was |
and since that end hadnodot yet happened in t
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Grayskull would be able to tell them, either. All Adam knew of Talok was that it was
very old and housed wonders that one rarely saw in this age, holdovers from the
time that came before.

And yet, despite its mystery, here they were, walking the dusty streets of a
living, breathing city, home to a multitude of races and species. Although Talok
lacked the grandeur of Zalesia, it was beautiful in its own way; its sandstone
architecture seemingly out of place in a location that was no longer a desert, but
rather surrounded by green forests. While Adam knew that it would one day be
gone, he appreciated the miracle that allowed him to be there, and he studied his
surroundings intensely, taking in every detail. He would have to tell his father about
all of it. The entire experience of being a thousand years in the past was something
that he would have a toughtimedescr i bing to Randor or anyon
returned, and being in the lost city of Talok before its disappearance had now made
that task even more difficult. He was standing within a myth.

One thing that Talok had in common with Zalesia, Adam noticed, was its
freedom. It was one of the last remaining cities in the known world not ruled by
King Hiss. Instead, Talok housed the Council of Elders that Nikolas Powers had
spoken of days before. Adam knew from his studies that the Council would one
day act as Grayskull ds advisors dercoke he had
was unknown to him. As the four of them walked through the city, the sky became
darker with the setting sun. Grayskull assured them that they were nearing the inn
where they would spend the night, pointing out a medium sized building not far
ahe a d . Approaching the innés door, D6Vann w
innkeeper long enough to procure a room for them. After their travels, their weary
bodies welcomed sleep quickly.

yd

e

Rattlor shifted his neck at an awkward angle, the subtle crack relieving some
of the pressure that hedd felt there since ¢t}
other warriors were that the cur had with him days earlier. He continued walking
forward, though with measured paces, for he was in no hurry to reach his

destination. Grayskull had | ong been a thor
human hadnodt been a problem of any real si gt
heédd never heard that Grayskul/l was dead, Ra

had retired, so to speak, from his efforts to disrupt the rule of the Snake Men in a
part of some mad quest for his forgotten goddess. Obviously, Rattlor had been
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wr ong, and hedéd paid the price for it. The
the stump where hislef t ar m had been severed by Grayskul
tightly with bandages, some of which hedd bl
re-dressings. He knew that the arm would grow back in time, but the wound hurt

like the fangs of Serpos himself. More than that, the loss had humiliated him. His

men would never say such things to his face, but he knew that they had lost respect

for him, despite their own losses. He was their leader. He was above them. He
couldno6t afford t bisnkeviewed &iminéat maneea then he | f

was at ri sk of being challenged for his pos
were often granted through combat. Grayskull may not have killed Rattlor

personally with this iInjuaytarmgdt hemddt e gge:
back. He would have to be cautious in ways

years. This fact infuriated him. He swore that he would have his revenge on
Grayskull, and he hoped to achieve it sooner rather than later. No longer just a
goddess-mad barbarian, the man was now a legitimate threat.

Wh a't made it al | worse was the fact t he
companions had now al so been blessed by Zoar «
now two more beings as powerful as Grayskull to oppose them. Despite all of his

masterodos efforts, Hi ss had never been abl e
himself. Either the liquid was not compatible with serpent DNA or, perhaps worse,
there was the possibility that the font really was bl essed by Grayskul |l 06

goddess and only gave the power to those she had chosen. If that were the case,

then she had also hand-picked these new champions, and the increasing numbers

of her followers could only be a threat to Hiss. The serpentine king had hidden

away the font as best as he could, even going so far as to build the Temple of

Serpos right over it, and yet still Zoards cl
tremendous power upon doing so. The feeling of change was on the wind and if

there was anything that Rattlor and his spe
remained virtually the same as a race for countless generations. They were a

glorious creation, static in their perfection. Humanity, in contrast, somehow always

evolved, becoming stronger, more intelligent, and more of a threat over time. These

new players only meant that more changes were bound to come, and soon.

The | arge serpent continued his walk thro
stronghold, located deep within the Corridors of Lithos, a nearly impregnable maze
on the edge of the Kingbés territory. I f one
be dangerously close to the Ocean of Fire, which was a literal description due to an
age-ol d spell . & hosvevér,swasshiddeno withih thé center of the
maze. It was a relatively short and squat building, no higher than the shrubbery
that made up the mazeds wall s. Unl ess one k
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labyrinth, they would be hopelessly lost. The building was not large enough to act
as a guidepost to any wandering creatures who should not be there.

The inside of the stronghold was plainly decorated, built for function rather
than splendor. There was enough of that at the temple. Rattlor shuddered slightly
as he got =ever c | o stlerane room. Hiss sad kailed gporshimh i d d e n
personally after the failed battle days before and Rattlor knew that he was not in for
a pleasant chat with his king. Not only had he allowed the intruders to sip from the
font , but hedd also managed to | et them esce
the ruler of Zalesia, for his current hardships. Indeed, Hiss himself strongly
suspected that Powers had been supplying various rebel groups with weapons and
armor over the years, but he had never been able to prove it. Powers was
dangerous and Hiss knew it, going so far as to make sure that the man could have
no offspring in a stipulation of their peace treaty. Perhaps it was an extreme
measur e, butketdialeshargesdnot | i

Rattlor approached the double doors that led to the throne room and the two
attending guards pushed them open, allowing him to pass through. The room was

i n al most complete darkness, l it onthgg by can
center of the far wall. Walking up to his ruler, Rattlor knelt on one knee and bowed
his head | ow. AYou called for me, my Kking?o

Hiss was dressed in his human disguise, complete with full royal armor made
up of the green scales of the dragons of Darksmoke, many of which were killed by
Hiss during his more adventurous youth. The dim candlelight illuminated each hard
l i ne of t he-lik&face gnaking ihseeamaas if he had been etched from
granite; a statue of cold, calculating splendor. It was appropriate, for his expression
was stone-like in its still, frozen anger. The king of the Snake Men sat forward
slightly and narrowed his eyes at the general, his slitted pupils dilating to take in the
sight of his humbled servant in the dark room. A master of disguise, Hiss bore the
appearance of a man but, when in his true form, was the most gloriously horrifying
Snake Man of all Al am di spleased with rec
body here in this very room and make your flesh into a flag, to fly as a warning to

the others. o

Rattlor shuddered. A | am your sss, my ki n
wi t h me, but | beg you to ssspare me. o0

Hiss grimaced, disgusted by the sight of one of his most formidable warriors
beggi ng. filemoobo meleg sat back on his throne
indication to continue. ATel | me why | shou
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Al |l ive only to ssserve you, 0 Rattlor rep
|l i fedsss mission to destroy Grayskull and hi
AYou should have done that already, witho
AHow i s your revenge repayment to me? The n

Such is a debt that can only be repaid in blood by you, and it should have already
been done. 0

A Y e smysnaster, but Powersss must have helped them. Hed o

ASilence! 0 Hiss bellowed. He stood upric
violently driving the general to the ground. The king leaned over his subject, jabbing
his index finger isatpnpoRaPoweréswhacdefedt ed

care about your personal vengeance. You will destroy Grayskull and his friends,
even if you die in the process, because it is my will. It sickens me to see you so
weak and pathetic. o

AYesss, mast etlorcould wamage. a | | Rat

Hi ss stood straight and settled back onto
indeed becoming a problem, however. | have no proof of his complicity in this affair,
but | feel it in my very bones. The man seeks to end my rule, perhaps even my life,
though he would do so in secret in order to please his Council. He lies even to my
face. o

AYou confronted him, my king?06 Rattlor as
ARYes, but the man is as much of a master
AnStill, I d e ra problerin agaih anyhtene soonl My visit saw to that.

One day he will pay for his actions, with or without the approval of that sham of a
Council. And when he does, all of Zalesia will fall due to his hubris. In the

meantime, you are to focuson Grays k ul | . 0
ADo you think Grayskull wild!@l be back?0 Ra
Hi ss sneered. Al couldndt care | ess if h
I want him dead! o0 he yelled.
Rattlor cowered in response to his kingods
ARnSeet thea i s, and that it i's done quickly
wanderer and his companions down and slaughter them before they become even
more of a nuisance. 0 When Rattlor didndt me
forward quicklyodoand shouted, nGo!
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The general leaptt o hi s feet and made his way to t
quickly as possible. Hiss leaned back in his chair and felt the floor rumble beneath
him, followed by a | ow moan. AnSoon, my pet,
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9.
RERUITING

Adora walked with Adam through the city of Talok, the two siblings marveling
at the mixture of ancient technology that would have been cutting edge even in their
time and the sandstone architecture that was just as equally out of place in the
middle of the evergreen location the city called home. Apparently, at one point in
the distant past, this had all been desert. As Veena had told them, it was obvious
t hat much of the worldés history had
much of a stretch to assume that its topography had also changed radically. How
much more had been lost than just this city? There was no way to know for sure,
but Adora was beginning to understand
this world, even now, would be gone or drastically changed within the next thousand
years leading up to the time period the twins called home. Moreover, there were
any number of civilizations that came before even this ancient city. It was daunting
to try to envision the amount. Now, however, they were nothing more than dust;
their histories gone forever, as 1 f t

The four companions had now been in Talok City for several days. Neither
Adora nor Adam knew why they lingered here, but Veena assured them privately
that there was a reason for their stay. As the days had passed, the siblings watched
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Veena and DoO6Vann grow cl oser. The twins kn
eventually be married, but they were surprised at how organically the pair 6 s
relationship was forming. As the Goddess herself, Veena could simply will

Grayskull to love her, but this was real. Looking in both of their eyes, the Eternian

princesscoul d al most f eel it hersel f. AHI s aur a
when | |l ook at him, 06 Veena had told her privat
to him as a moth to a flame, inescapably cap

AThat 6s | ove, 0 Ador a h aédstories Adhm lnad told She k
her that Grayskull would die young. Upon that thought, Adora realized just how
uncomfortable it made her feel to know the f
that realization, drove them from her mind, focusing instead on the city around her.

Grayskull was taking them to an eatery he frequented whenever he was in Talok.
As they approached a building with a simple wooden sign hung outside that read

AFood and Ale, 0 the man smiled broadly, | ook
Als this it?0 Adora asked.

AAye, ouGtayeblied. ARnThe best food and dr
it has been years since | 6ve been here. o P
wal ked insi de. Adora was surprised to see t

seemed to enjoy, this one was well-lit, though that fact made the rather unsavory

nature of its customers all the more noticeable. The eatery was mostly empty at

the present time of day, apparently more of a nightspot, and those very customers

coul dndét help butceakt Admedi ahd het groupobs
her brother, and Grayskull were all armored and armed, while Veena wore rags in

such poor condition that they made her stand out even in this age. Adora felt a

sudden flush of shame as she realized that Veena had asked for nothing despite

being here for days and made a mental note to get her some better clothes
somehow, despite not having any of this age
appearances, most of Talokbés <citleasthees had gi
overly kind to them during their stay, but this would apparently be a very different

situation. A motley crew of warriors sitting at the bar turned and faced them as the

door closed, each one taking them in slowly, making it obvious even to an amateur

that they were sizing them up. More than likely, they made it obvious on purpose.

They were looking for trouble.

There were four of them in total, each one possessing impressive
musculature and an imposing look in their eyes to accompany it. The one furthest
to the left had blue, almost gray eyes, and long blond hair that hung halfway down
his back. He wore a silver headpiece with sculpted wings protruding from its sides.
Adora wasndét familiar with the giehmiganaphy of
thick beard, she had to assume that he was from the cold northern lands. He wore
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light steel armor that was more decorative than functional. He was apparently very

confident in his fighting abilities. As his eyes pierced her own, he nudged the man
sitting to the right of him and gave a small
with what he saw. The other man nodded and smiled. This second warrior looked

to be nearly the size of Grayskull himself and wore leather armor, dyed a color that

was nearly turquoise. His right shoulder was armored with a gold pauldron. The

mandés head -shaven othértha e thigk red beard, much longer than his
comradeods, the end of which touched -his che:
horned golden helm which he lifted from the bar counter and placed upon his head

as he eyed them. The third of the group was another near-giant, clean-shaven and

bald with a blind right eye, whited over with scar tissue. He wore no armor at all,

clad only in a loincloth and furred boots. In some ways, this made him even more

i ntimidating. The fourth and final man was
seen in Zalesia, he wore no technological armor or flowing robes, dressed instead

in simple silver armor and the furs of a barbarian. A blue hood hid some of the

details of his face.

The second man, with the red beard, stood. Adora saw two dangerous
looking axes attached to his leather belt, one hanging from each hip. The other
three men mirrored his movements, standing up to face Adora and her friends. The
man with the red beard appeared to be the leader. He walked toward Grayskull
and was large enough that he looked the giant champion of Zoar eye-to-eye as they
edged closer to each other, nearly touching. Slowly and quietly, the barkeep
backed his way to a door behind the counter and exited the room, leaving the eight
of them alone. The scene was making Adora nervous, despite the power of Zoar
flowing through her, and she instinctively reached for her staff, unclasping it from
her belt. Out of the corner of her eye, she saw her brother Adam doing much the
same, reaching for the Star Sword upon his own back. Without warning, Red Beard

sl ammed Grayskull 6s chest with the malms of
back hard and staggering him, much to Ador aod:
their weapons in an instant, just waiting fo

moment, Grayskull recovered his balance and, with a fierce look upon his face,
returned the shove, knocking the opposing man back several feet. Adora extended
the Staff of Ka to its full length and was ready to rush them all when Red Beard
suddenly smiled and let out a mighty laugh, spreading his arms wide for an
embrace, wh i c h gdavé hihg joining ipn witha lbdisterous laugh of his
own. Adora looked to Adam, but he was simply returning the same befuddled look
that she was giving him.

Letting go of the man, Grayskull turned toward them and smiled broadly.
iYou heath yosr weapons. Gorr the Red and his comrad
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fiYou could have mentioned that sooner , o0 A
Star Sword to its sheath.

AAnd spoil thé fun?0 Gorr responded, now
himself against the counterbehi nd hi m. He spoke with an acc
recognize. It seemed to be dialect of the common tongue, rather than the accent
of a non-native speaker. She wondered to herself where he was from.

Al am sorry, 0 DoO6Vann sai delhaficistenthemes been m
me n . Our tense greeting iIs practically a ri

ARAnd we | i ke to make thd people around u
laugh.

Grayskul |l pointed toward the man-Owi th the

of the North. He was once the leader of his great people until his lands were overrun
by Hiss. o

Val-Or nodded silently in greeting.

AHe doesndt s peepliked,0 7Gfrary sliudd cut out his

Val-Or 6s speeches against hi m. The than to hi:
Bash, 0 Grayskull continued, pointing to the
sinister, but is as gentle as a kitten. o F
di sapprovingly. AUnl ess you provoke him. I
His eye was blinded by a Snake Manbés venom af
He gained vengeance against her killer, but swore then and there that that Snake
Manwoul d only be the first of many. Bash doe
doessutésto have meaning. o Il ndicating the G
a sorcerer of the highest order. He left Zalesia due to their treaty with Hiss. He
couldnét abide it.o D6Vann finally indicate
AANG | mmskn®ow r thdéd Red, 0 the hel med man
revealed already. I 61 | i ntroduce myself to
about me. 0 He smiled. Al myself have no tr:
action of Hiss or his men, ljusthat e t hé scaly bastard, 0 he s.
turned back to Grayskul . AWho are yer frie

Adam was the f i r st-Manondghise amksisierpShe-Rd&,] @ m He
he said, indicating her.

AAnd | am Veena, Pri estltesgmdtomeetvarriors, 0 Veen:
openly against Hiss and his foll owers. Too
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AFear i snét in our vocabul ary, Mi |l ady, 0 C

D6Vann here has some real friends besides t
about . Where is ol & Granger, anyway?o

AYou know him, 0 Grayskull replied. APr ob:
AHe shows up when heb6s needed. 't is truly

What brings you to Talok?0 he asked,

APowers ¢eéomdghis fwind you o6ere, 0 Gorr repl

ANi kol as?0 Grayskull asked. AnSurely you
AAnd why not?0 Gorr asked with a grin. f
we d o ovis whi me sent us to find ye. Are ye in trouble? Nay, of course ye
ar e. Yebve al ways been good at that, o he | a

AHIi ss, 0 Grayskull said. AWe infiltrated
Zoar. Afterward, his men were scouring the entire local area searching for us and
we had to come here via the mountains. Our intentions had been to return to
Zal esi a. Ni kol as must have realized somet hi
and arranged for you to meet us here. o

=]

Ye infiltrated thoé temptlred@td, Goutr ywe kealme
via thoé most dimgrdssed uthke it thabyertbackto adveldturing for
Zoar then?0o

il know you have your doubt s, my friend,
Grayskul |l rcampanions He-Man dntMyhe-Ra here were sent to me by
the Goddess herself. Veena was imprisoned at the temple before we freed her.
What are the odds of finding the last remaining Zoar priestess in a temple dedicated
to Serpos?o0

~

Al 6ve never doubted yer Meenawabimpribonedt her , 0 |
by Hiss? That explains thé sadly state of h
we must find ye some clothing worthy of yer

Veena blushed slightly and Adora <coul dnt¢
annoyance. Adora tried to fight the smile that crossed her face at the sight, but
failed.

ACome, 0 Gorr said. AJoin us for a hearty
as we eat. After that, we buy thispoorwo man some proper clothes. o

ACatch you up?0 Adam asked.
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nwel |, yesreplGoed. APowers obviously se

Besides, i théesen f ar too | ong since | O6ve yowined my
mission, we are joiningye, of cour se. But enough tal k. F
AAnd drinks, o0 Grayskull added.

AOf sceoudri nks, vyied iwdijtiht ,a0 |Guourgrht.a b kfibMi ntdo .woh

yd

e

After they had eaten, Gorr and his companions took them all to the garment
district of the city and purchased Veena a new ensemble. Clad in sandals and a
hooded white linen robe accented with embroidery, she looked stunning and Adora
marvel ed at the womands unique beauty. Wh e n
expression upon seeing her, she smiled warmly.

AYou | ook absolutely beautifulsabmoshe sai d
a whisper.
AThank you, o0 she said simply, although i

pleased her greatly.

ANow that is the | ook of a proper Prieste
agree, Bash?o

AAye, 0 the man replied.

A Tr bdthyadiesare respl endent, 06 Kordus sai d. Th

that either man had spoken since Adora had met them.

Adora thanked Kordus for the compliment and quietly excused herself to find
a sword, making her way to an area of the city where the blacksmiths were peddling
their wares. There were arms of many styles and shields to compliment them
|l ittering the shoulders of the cityds main r
vendors surrounding them. She felt the Staff of Ka hooked to the rear of her belt
and sighed. This staff is excellent, she thought, but | miss the feeling of a sword in
my hand. She felt herself smile as she began to shop. Although Adora was well-
trained with a staff, shedd al ways been mor
most like herself when she was holding the hilt of a sword. It was something from
her childhood with The Horde that she coul dn
opened to Hordakods evil and | eaving the grou
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the power of Zoar flowing through her permanently. She was She-Ra once again,
albeit in a new way. Added to that, she had her powerful Starburst armor to protect
her. An enchanted weapon almost seemed like overkill, especially to someone of
her skill. She preferred the challenge. A simple sword would do, if she could find
one made of good steel that had the proper balance and a sharp edge. She was
confident that she would be able to find one among such a broad selection and the
search itself was half of the fun.

yd

e

Adam watched his sister walk away from the group on the search for a new
bl ade and smil ed. Shedd grown much since st
bringing the fight to Hordakés doorstep. Sh
duetothe passageofti me being different on Etheria thar
grown so much as a person that he coul dnot
ways, she now seemed more grown up than he was. When Adora had first left to
join Etheriaods QGirstdl attugglBdewhtrehlerlinney demonsherealter

ego Despar a. She wouldnét have admitted it,
could shake an entire upbringing in just one year away from home, especially when
that upbringing was full of indoctrinationand br ai nwashi ng. Adam had
in inviting his newly-found twin sister to live with him and his family in Eternos
Pal ace, but hedd known even then that a dar

hadnét yet managed to purgb.theéem,tbhhegpdaof sh
moody and, on more than one occasion, had left the palace altogether to wander

the wilderness in an attempt to try and find some peace within the tumultuous sea
ofemotonsshe6d felt churning within her.

Adora had always been good to Teela and Dare, and of course to Randor.
She wanted desperately to experience the fam
a child, but Adam had always sensed a feeling of jealousy from her as far as he
was concerned. Aftema &dlbivj ngedadambégnamai séed
by that despotic monster Hordak. It was only natural that she would envy him to a
degree, even though she knew that their separation as infants was not something
he had any control over. He had just been an innocent babe at the time, same as

her . Adam had noticed his sisterds jeal ousy
|l earned to |l ove him as her brother, but it
overnight . Hedéd never expected liytome o, but
around. However,it wasno6ét | ong after that that shedd
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war and | eaving her newfound family behind.
grown up on had demanded it.

Although Adam was proud of her decision to return to Etheria to free it from

Hordakoés tyranny, he stil]l felt heartbroken
make some real progress in their relationshi
brother, as someone she could confide in and allow herselftoc ar e f or . He 6 d

his disappointment in her leaving to himself. He had longed to befriend his sister,
to really feel as if their family was once again whole, and just when things were
beginning to head in that dindestobdi Bthefia s hedd |

was her home, and Hordakdés rule was poisonin
against the evil warlord and fight him. She wanted to, but he suspected that she
also felt shedd had no choice. mAleerdfana had | us
second time.

It had now been sever al years since sheodc
not being as great for her, shedd used it to
of Hordakds influence. To see shreredible mi | i ng

adventure through time with him brought Adam joy. Perhaps she cared more for
him than he had once thought. He only hoped that, when all of this was said and

done, and theydéd returned to their dwture, t
and defeat Hordak once and for all. He hoped, perhaps selfishly, that with Hordak
gone, Adora might be able to come home for
apart.

AHMan, may we speak privately?o

Adam turned to see Veena approaching him, leaving Grayskull to catch up

with his old friends. AOf course, o0 he repli
out over the lower levels of the city and began walking toward it. He joined her at
its edge, taking in the beauty of Talok City and its rich history . A Wh at is it?
asked.
Al know that you long to return to your |
know that you and your sisterds time here is
AReal l y?0 he asked. AThat i's wonderf ul r

wouldnotbe come king for some ti me. 0O

AYour mission is to set him on the path,
joined us are the first step toward the throne. They are instrumental in aiding him.
However, our next step must be the Council of Elders. Grayskull will never become
king without their approval .o
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Al't was my wunderstanding that they have a

AOnly due to their fear of him, 0 she saic
years, but he was alone more often than not, save for Granger. He has fought with
these warriors before, true, but not for a great cause. Now, they have united against

Hi ss, although none of them realize just how
ASoou think Graykull 6s haviavwgwitathd i es wi |
Council ?0 Adam asked.
Al think it will give them the confidence
they have wanted to make for so | ong, 0 she

feared, would falil if he fought against Hiss and his army alone, but now, with the aid
of these warriors, not to mention you and your sister, they will see that he has the

chance to be victorious. It may be the push
ASo how do we convince the Council ?0 he a
AnwWe wil | be before ot hem before too | ong
Al tol |l be that simple?0
ANo, 0O she replied. Alt will not be simpl

begun amassing warriors, they will rally behind him and then, in time, others will
follow. Humankind is not as weak as it fears it is. Hiss has kept so many of these
people subjugated for so long that they accept his words detailing their weaknesses

as fact when in reality there is much streng
AThey just have to believe that they can
Veena turmned toward hi m and smil ed war mly. AYou b
Youdbve notMameéwrHso | ong now that youdve beg

he inspired, the strength that he gave people to rise up against evil. From this battle
with Hiss, to the war that you and Adora will meet head on when you return to your

ti me, it is hope that will win out over fear
AThank you for reminding me, but | do hayv
AAnd what i s that?o
AHow in the world are we tlgpbhemaepdsttoo convi r

become king?bo

AnLet me handle that, 0o she answered. it
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AYes, of course, 0 he replied. AWhi ch is
Zoar told him herself, or at | east her pries
Al ndeed, dhatance he ks sommitted, he will do everything in his
power to overthrow Hiss. He i s more than ti

many of the people in these lands. They remember when Grayskull was a traveling
hero. It has been some time yes, but the people do not forget goodness so easily
in these dark times. There are many who will follow him. They just have to get past
their fear of Hiss. o

AWith the help of a Ilittle hope, 0 Adam r e

AA | ot of ltaumezed,0 AViewetn aldoulbt that gou and your
Ssister can inspire it. Il n many ways, that i
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10.
A TREATY BROKEN

Rattlor stood at the peak of the mountain and took in the sight of Talok City
through his ocularis, a handheld device that allowed the user to see over great
di stances. Lowering it, he grunted. 't wa:c
sure that that was where he would find Grays
of Elders was housed there and Rattlor had a feeling that they were up to no good,
perhaps even ready to violate the treaty they had made with King Hiss. In fact, they
may have already if Nikolas Powers was as duplicitous as Hiss suspected. If that
were the case, war would soon be upont h e m. Ratt | odhathroopee d s o.
than enough of peace. He was ready for blo
soon as he found Grayskull.

The general and twelve of his men, hand-picked by Rattlor himself, had
di scovered Grayskull s trail back at a cave
unknown to the Snake Men. The trail had been hard to follow within the caves
themselves, but when they had finally made their way through the complex series
of tunnels, they were able to pick it up once more in the Mountains of Gnarl. It had
taken them days to make it this far. Grayskull and at least two of his companions
had been gifted by Zoarbés font. The trek
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relatively easy. For Rattlor and his men, it had taken a considerable amount of time
and energy. They were all tired and hungry at this point. Still, Rattlor forced them
to press on. He had seen firsthand what King Hiss did to those who failed him. So

far, heéd gotten off | ightly. He knew that
to fail again. Unfor t unat el y f or Grayskul |l and his fr
happen.

yd

e

Adam stood with his sister, admiring her new sword, graciously purchased
for her by the warrior Bash, who had done so in the memory of his wife. Apparently,

Adora reminded him of her . iltés an el egant bl ade, 0 she
I miss my Sword of Protection. When we get
thing. o

Adam | aughed. AThat és a bit odd, but 1 s
carried a weapon for years, trained to think of it as an extension of yourself,i t 6 s a
strange feeling to be without 1t.0 He knew

Al ndeed, 06 she agreed.

AAnd the Staff of Ka?0 he asked.

AStill safe with me, 0 Ador athangfsombered, pat
bel t . Al 6m just more comfortable with a swo
speaking again. il wonder how | ong we wil/
together, but 1 6&dm starting to worry.o

Adam nodded. ng thedsanee whyebeitn/eehaeassurés me that

our mission in this time period is almost over. Now that Grayskull has more warriors
at his side, she claims that the Council of Elders will endorse him as king, provided

he can def eat Hi s s, of cour se. o

fSoowhoget s the |l ucky job of telling D6Vann
Adora asked.

fiVeena said sheol | convince himbdal he said
havenot had a chance to ask either of t hem a
true identity , but even as the priestess of Zoar th

her words should carry a lot of weight with him. 0
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ATrue, 06 Adora conceded, Athough | have to
as king. He can carry himself as one when he wants to, butit doesnodét seem | i
would suit him.o

Anl agree, but | never thought it would su
replied. AShe said that we have to have the
t hat wedl | me et t h e m,regbingtto manageahatd Evenkhmg w how w
I know about them from history points to their being very secretive and well-
protected. O As Adam spoke, his eyes trackec
figures,ahalf-d ozen, at the far endreaf the merchants

AWhat is it?0 Adora asked.

Hi s eyes narrowed. Al t ctanhghinbeouldhot hi ng,

be somethd 0He was cut off as the hooded figures caught sight of him and began
running toward them.

AWhat 20 Ador a r epe atosdthe memforderselfijustas t ur ni ng
they shed their robed garments, their scales now glistening in the noonday sun.

ASnake Men, 0 Adam replied. AWe need to ge
things get ugly. o Seeing the <sSamdabuygers Men f or
alike scattered with yelps of surprise. Some screamed in fear. It had been years
since a Snake Man had been seen in Talok City, since the treaty had been signed.

~

Al dondét think thatdéds going to be a probl
somet hing Iis wrong. Where are Grayskull and

~

ANearby, 0 he answered. Al dondt know exa
enough. o Within seconds, the Snake Men had c
yards of the two of them. Adora and Adam each drew their swords and dropped
into defensive positions in response.

AFor the king!d one of the serpents scr
themselves into the air, flying toward Adam and Adora with deadly precision.

The Snake Mends ownlvigiouslys butstive uwing leagt to the
side just as their adversaries landed. The square was quickly filled with the sounds
of steel clanging against steel as their weapons met. With the power of Zoar flowing
through them, Adam and Adora made quick work of their enemies, leaving the
Snake Men groaning on the street afterward. Adora turned to see a seventh
approaching fromMan,sitde ywdureyl.ef thilHe she yell e
brother was stuck hard withingihteondbdthet 6s t ai
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mer chant 6s

the stone street.

t abl

es, exploding it into splinte

The Snake Man responsible stood upright and flicked his tongue at her. His
left arm hung at his side, considerably smaller than the right. Seeing it, she realized

t hat it
asked with a his

wa
S.

S in

fi temembery o u, 0O
considering how badly he hurt you the lastti me y o u

Rattl or
one owes hi
was finding his feet once more.

fSo,youdve

~

| and a

reali ze
ei ther
Al 6 m

secC

d.

of

s u

| ook
m, O

n i serve my

re he

He | aughed.
words, he let out a loud roar and six more Snake Men dropped from the nearby
rooftops, surrounding them.

il h

inANnd

ADi d

ope

Sp

we

t hey

oi | a

mi s s

fact a new g

she said. il

ed down at t

rowth replacing ¢

t6s strange that
encountered him. o

he stump of his |

he sai d. AAnd him, 0 he contin

come f oasked.|l ood?

0 Ador a

,ma sh e rréesmlsi edilsisidaut wit hli si ¢ i me ,
He leapt at her and she swung her newly acquired sword in an upward angle. Even

with the power of Zoar flowing through her, the creature deflected the weapon with

a powerful blow of its right arm, staggering her. Adam appeared before he could

ond strike on her
him into another table. Her brother then took an incredibly strong blow to the jaw,

the sound of impact making a resounding crack. This creature was strong, she
Stronger than shedéd expected. A
creature standing back at its full height once more, at least two heads taller than

t Fesm.Gr aiyWhked é ?2i0s it asked again.

ol | be here

fGood. Let

get here so

however, smashin

any minute, 0 she

him come to you

on, 0 Adam sai d.

'l of the fun?0 Adora asked w
jumped them, bringing both of them down to the ground in a mad struggle. With

loud grunts of exertion, all six were then flung back as Adam and Adora threw them

aside. The two of them went back-to-back and held their weapons at the ready.

anything?o

Grayskul | sai d.

flanked by Gorr, Bash, Val-Or and Kordus, each of them brandishing their weapons.
Between the lot of them and the seven Snake Men, the odds were now even.
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AWe were just talking about you, 0o Adora r

Awell, we were in the area, o0 Grayskul/ gL
brother, Grayskull took in the sight of the giant Snake Man who was obviously the
|l eader . ARattl or, I see your arm is growin
Grayskull spoke. Al 6m happy for you as | un

gentl e c ar e sostrildflaredRshe bared misdfamgs and hissed.

~

Al thought it was his sister, o Gorr said.

Grayskul |l and his friendsd | aughter sent
he screamed.

The six other Snake Men rushed their enemies with a combined hiss, swords
drawn and ready to draw blood. Unfortunately for them, Grayskull and his
companions far outmatched t hem. Grayskull 6s
in seconds, meanwhile Gorr swung his twin axes, felling his opponent with little
effort. Bash followed suit with his spiked mace, knocking a Snake Man nearly a
dozen feet away with his powerful blow. Kordus likewise drew his sabre and took
out two of them, much to the chagrinof Val-Or , who di dndét gee to | an
with his broadsword. Kordus shrugged sheepishly in response to the glare he
received from his silent friend. In a matter of moments, Rattlor was once again
standing alone. With a growl of anger, the general ran in the opposite direction.

AWher e uargeoiyngg?0 Grayskul | bell owed. A We 6
Gorr | aughed at his friendbés bravado bef
thinking. AThat 6s not thé | ast wedll see of

have more than just a handful of warrior s by hi s si de. o

AAye, 0 Grayskull agreed. ASurely, he di
e

mo r allies in my time here. He thought he

AMany thought ye were crazy, o Gorr admitt
Now, ye say that she has sent these two warriors to aid ye, not to mention the fact

that vye travel with one of her priestesses. (
mor e, Gorr | ooked at his friend D&6dVann and
me, yet.o
il am happy meurre lhye ltpo, oh aGrea yysok ul | replied.
AAnd ye have 1it. Mi ne and that of my me
ot her s. inBe that as it may, what is the goa
Hi ss once and for all ?o0
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Grayskull was about to speak but, before he could answer, more than a
dozen armed city guards rushed onto the scen

The center guar ddisdpnodke cfointe¥du ave tcaole y o u
with us. o

~

AFor what reason?0 Grayskull asked.

The guard looked around incredulously at the damages their battle had
caused. AYou need to ask?0o0

AWe were attacked, 0 Grayskull reasoned.
our feet. o

The guard nodded. AAYye. They are the ver
must come with us. You are all under arrest and must report to the Council of
El ders i mmedi ately. o

AFor what?0 Adam asked. ADefending ourse

AOf course not, o0 the guard replied. AFor
Hi ss For endangering all of us. 0

Anwel | |, throavt | i sexGptect ed us to get in to s

whispered to his sister.

Adora glanced at him and smiled. AVeena ¢
was right. o Her smile faded as the guard ant
laser rifles at them.

AThis is the |l ast time 16l1 ask, 06 the gua
come with us. o With the click of a button,
the humming vibration that emanated from it sounding like the fear-inducing growl
ofGranger hi msel f . ANow. O
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11.
COUNCIL OF ELDERS

Adam and his six companions were led, weaponless but not bound in any
way, into the tallest building within Talok City, known as the Hall of Elders. They
went peacefully, as Veena had explainedtothe gr oup that it was i n h
interest for the Council to see that there were those willing to defy King Hiss and
his army, and that those people were good. Gorr and his men had seemed less
sure, and Grayskull himself remained silent. Adam wondered how much Veena

had told the man. He knew that she wouldnot
future as such a thing could in theory be vel
encouraged him to become a leader of men. Grayskull himself had told Adam and

his sister before theydd infiltrated the Ten
free all of Hissds slaves from captivity, ev

realize that they were his slaves at all. To Hiss, all humans were an inferior race
and, having had a large part of the world under his control for nearly three centuries,
this belief had been enforced to the point that even some of the humans themselves
believed it. Adam only hoped that Grayskull was ready for the responsibilities of
being a ruler. The man would become king, of that Adam was certain, but if Adam
had learned anything on this trip to the distant past, it was that history was not
al ways what he was taught that it was. I n f
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The interior of the building itself was elaborately decorated. Ornate windows
with intricately embroidered curtains lined the walls. The opulence on display in the
Hall was not awe-inspiring to Adam at all, but rather disappointing; much like the
grandeur of Zalesia, it left him with a bad taste in his mouth. These locations
prospered at the expense of the rest of the human world, which suffered under
Hi ssb6s rul e. Adam came from a time, and a |
and taking care ofone6 s p e o p | tame, thingsnvere rhuchsdifferent. It was a
time where a select few prospered greatly and did little to help those who could not
do the same. Adam had been taught by his father that everyone was equally
deserving of happiness. In a society as unbalanced as this one, those in power
thrived by denying happiness to the ones they considered beneath them. Those
who tried to work their way up the ladder of society were pushed back down in
response. Unless they were a Snake Man, one had little hope of succeeding in this
time period. If it continued in this way, this world was bound to collapse under the
weight of its own greed. Adam knew that Grayskull would come to be the catalyst
for that change and he di dtordhadaleeadoiyhimt he chal |

He and his group were led into a large antechamber and further still to a
staircase made of white marble, large enough that it spread across the entire
expanse of the room. Once theyod6éd reached th
it led to, the city guards opened it, escorting them into an even larger room. Rising
from the floor were three marble columns, each at least fifteen feet in diameter.
Atop each column arose a holographic repres
members, each sitting cross-legged. There were two females, on either end, and
one male, who sat between them. The woman on the left was an ebony human,
while the one on the right was Gar. All three Council members had their heads
shaved to the scalp. The man however, had a long white beard that billowed out
almost comically.

Adam surmised that the holograms, and their larger than life stature, served
two purposes simultaneously. One was that it was meant to invoke awe, to make
the Elders appear almost godlike. The other was | i kely for
protection. In fact, the Elders themselves may not be in the city at all, he realized.
The entire display was smoke and mirrors in the guise of nobility. Nevertheless,
Adam saw that his companions from this age did indeed look awed and impressed.
It was entirely possible that holographic technology was not as prevalent in this age
as it was in his own. Could it be yet another holdover from before the Great Wars?
The age before the Great Wars was beginning to fascinate him and he imagined
that he would maintain that interest | ong af
much to learn from what had come before, if more traces of it could be found.
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AGuards, you may | eave us, 0 tlasotoman on
contrast to her imposing holographic image. The guards hesitated, but did as they
were commanded, shutting the door behind th
occupants consisted solely of Adam, Adora ar
sure whether or not he could count the holographic presence of the Elders.

Looking down at them from their marble columns, the Council remained
silent just long enough for Adam to start feeling uncomfortable. Eventually, the
woman on the right  statdlacusedafrbreakiagahe keaty with A Y o u
King Hiss of the Snake Men. What say you in

Ail't was he who broke the treaty, Milady, o
to openly attack us in the marketplace, so we fought. We fight for you, for our
people, for we know that, in time, the ruler of the Snake Men would see us all dead,
treaty or no treaty. o

ATheir attack was unprovoked, then?0 the
AEntirely, o Gorr the Red replied, steppin
The EIl der on tWhyddyeuflietows? @ hed. A

Al fail to understand the quisthatyom, 06 Gr ay
doubt our word?2o

~

fBecause they already know that you provec
temple of my god aholdgrach efKmg Hisa sail,dnaterializirg

before the group at his normal size, merely a dozen feet or so in front of them. He

appeared in the guise of a man wearing dragon-scaled green armor.

If Grayskull could have reached out and strangled the duplicitous creature,

he would have. AHIi ss, 0 he growl ed.

AD6Vann Grayskul I, I presume?0 the hologt
many a tale about you, barbarian. This is t
not i mpressed. 0

Grayskull lookedup attheElId er s once mor e. AYou woul d
ofthisCouncilby i nviting this, o0 he paused, choosing
to speak against your own people?o0 The EI de

ADo not focus your eyes on liedhdississing r usty o
the Council with a wave of hishand, fAwhen your Kking stands bef
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AYou are no king of mine, o0 Grayskull said
man whose rule had kept him a slave for much of his childhood and continued to
enslave countless others.

AYour El ders would claim otherwise, Brute
a bit about you after speaking with your friend Nikolas Powers. He was very
forthcoming, once he had the proper persuas

born on my lands and indeed were a slave of my people until you escaped, an
escape which your peopl e 630, yburseeanotynlyvaint h me co
your king, but you are, in fact, my property

Al am no mandés property, viihgupaeé&yingent! o G|
to retain a calm demeanor.

AAgai n, D6Coancilnj spmgurees, 0 Hiss retorted.
as does your priestess friend that you stole from me. As such, they have apologized
to me for your behavior and have promised your safe return to me and my slavers.
Once | have you back home once again, | promise you that you will regret invading
my templ e. 0 He eyed Veena as he spoke. iSo
it is to be broken. o

AThe only thing brorkeank!wd | Gr dys kwlulr rwd aroal:

Whil e the Council of Elders recoiled fro
smiled, the expression looking out of place upon his granite-like features. For a
splttsecond, Hissbds ruse flickered cayndturd ai | ed;
as he briefly lost his concentration. He quickly recovered and maintained his human
di sgui se. AYou have much fire in you, sl av
person. | will see you and the priestess soon. | have little interestinthe ot her s, 0
he said, addressing the Council for the firs
wi sh. o The holographic image then flickered

AHow can you |l et this stand?06 Grayskull d
you let this monster run roughshod over your people, the very people who put their
faith in you and your wisdom? How can you |

Awhat would you have us do?0 the Gar el d
peace. O

AYour peace is a |iel o Gragysswkulhl ammlgeut.ed i
thing you call peace is merely subjugation, propped up on the bones of what was
once the pride of humankind. This city and this Council have long been symbols of
hope for many who will never know freedom, for they died due to the very lie that
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you yourselves sold them. For far too | ong
for your own security. Damn you! For years, | slaved away, watching my family

and countless others like it be torn apart by Hiss and his army. When | escaped, |

swore to myself, nay, to my very goddess, that | would never again allow such a

thing to happen; that one day | would return to those lands and free every last one

of Hissb6bs slaves; that | would destroy that
my way, forgot my promise, and now when | stand here and look at you | see that

same weakness; my weakness. | see itin you and it sickens me. | remember that

promise now and once again | say that | will fight! With or without your approval. |

say that | am here to fight for you, for our people, and you, you servile vipers, you

stil | betray me to Hiss for the sake of the
dri pped with sweat as he | ooked to the floor

Adam had never seen the man so enraged, had never seen the pain that
Grayskull carried displayed so openly. He knew now, in that instant, that his
ancestor was every bit the man hedd read abo
If only the Council could likewise see that truth. The three holograms of the Elders
remained silent as they flickered and soon enough, they too were gone. The door
at their back opened and the bevy of guards
come with wus, 0 one of t hboidingcells ltelow untiitdeo u wi | |
El ders pass final judgement . 0 Grayskul | me
others in tow.

AGrayskull, o0 Gorr spoke up as they were a
intend to back up what ye just said?o0

=)}

Aye, 0 IGragpkiuéd. AEvery word of 1it.o

Gorr smil ed. AThen | wil/l be happy to fi
Right to thé end. o

AQui et, 0 the guard said. Once they wer.
individual cells on the basement level of the building and locked inside them, each
of them wondering what was to come next.

Grayskull sat down on the lone cot within his cell and rubbed his temples. It
had been many years since hebéd voiced that ki
within him always, but seldom did he let it boil over as he had in the Council
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Chamber . It had been cathartic and yet usel
been shouting at ghosts, as if the El dersd he
ethereal images that heard nota si ngl e word hedod said. Tha
great surprise that he saw who came to visit him, some hours later. Looking up, his

eyes took in the sight arfthecemter;tie humanrmaleeh o 6d b e e
With a gentle sanmlEl denres sipb.ke.AiWdlneed to tal

147



12.
SUBTERFUGE

AHIi ss has eyes everywhere, i ncluding thos
the Council Chamberitself6 t he Counci | meenxbpel ra i cneeldl.e d fABItd o
safe to speak there. o

AANd is here?bo

Al believe so0.0

AYou are here of your own accord, then?o

A The oEldmand &lisa, knowthatlamher e . I spea& for al
sai d. ADo you mean what you say? Wi ll vyou
before him in the flesh, and Grayskull knew that no mere hologram would be able
to convey the fear and conflict that he saw within the Counc i | of El der s me mk

eyes as he s p o komewas ainbst pidading.o Hi s

Grayskul | nodded. Al fmaldfei lal ipm g miits ewi Itlh ol
| ocked within a cell. I have the power to b
to have your support. | fear that | will fa
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fiYou haesadit, o

He took in the sight of the man and tried to ascertain the validity of his words.
He certainly appeared afraid, perhaps they all were, but was that enough to get the
Counci l on his side when it really mattered?
he asked.

ATher e i s anoaboltiit,d gssuseyddi , 06 EI| dhestoodeni d as
the oppositesideof t he <c el | 6 s hebmarlookedin ahdbim,he felt likks  t
a caged animal on display within a zoo. Then again, maybe the Council felt they
needed an ani mal t o t a kWe O00been wWaitingsfor yon,dr hi s arr
someone like you, for a long time. The Council has been unhappy with the situation
webve found ourselvbe sai ilor mW@Weywyshr spokee
our people safe as possible, but there is little the Council can do other than
negotiate, and often negotiations with Hiss become compromises, if not full
acquiescence. We are not warriors.o

AYou have many warriors who would have f¢
Grayskull argued.

AYes, but none replieck.e ymNgQmme EwWllowr woul d hav
chance to succeed. Any others would have di

AThey would have died foryablemswmodand Gr ay s k
approached the Council member, separated only by the metal bars between them.
i A t ardoe wowd rather die for a cause than live in the shameful society that
you have created for them; a society of slaves. You, here in Talok City, and your
allies in Zalesia, you are no freer than those who live in under the thumb of Hiss,
for you live under it also. You just convince yourselves that you do not. Your
treaties and haFmeasur es have created this worl d. Tl
walls that surrounded him, fAwe are both trap

AThen hel p us madoesaid, hidtong @eading.g h ti, e IEpl us f i
this. o

Al wi || make this right, i f you give me t
will do it for our people. o
NfYes, osaildowi th a nod. AFor our people. o

AWhat would you have me do?0 he asked.
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AAl |l owtdHi s syou and hyourepflriieednd, A Al'l ow hi m
he has won, as he always has in the past. He has never known the Council to be
anything other than weak. He wi | | not suspe

AHow does getting captur eagledserve our caus

=)}

Surely you will get c¢l| os ewishotoglbatawver He i s
his phe zanewered. AYou wil/l l' i1 kely get cl c
assembled would be able to manage. 0

Grayskul I nodded, begi nnlagio. §Vithtlee paverefZoah e EI der
and her blessing, he would be able to escape his confinement. He was sure of that.
He would likely be killed himself after dispatching Hiss, but perhaps then those
opposed to the serpent king would have a chance at taking back the world. Maybe

his sacrifice would free his people. i Wh at
ALeave t htemahmoe plsi, ®d . AThey will be well
fSurely, I will die in this attack, o he said.

was for a cause thatyouwils ee t hr ough. 0O

AWe willasuElkdorhi m, Aand wlityitHateyoutwhle r e 1 s
di e, mahhacknowl edged, At i's one that I dou
event. Die, and you will be a martyr for your people, allowing a free world to rise
from your apabsedslookinghlkEImddeep i n the entieugd . ALi v
Aand you wil/ be more than just a martyr. Y

Grayskull 6s eyes widened. Veena had said
butthe EI| dverds@@me as a shock to him. il have nc
replied.

AANnd t doashidwith &khowings mi | e, Ai s whytyomnewibl | L
Grayskull remained silentas the Eldert ur ned t o | eave. AArrangen
made. You and the priestess wi | | |l eave at dawn. 0 With thos

represented the Council of Elders left him. Grayskull stared into the empty hallway
longafterhe 6d gone.

AYou have presented me with a true challer
hoping that Zoarcouldh ear hi s words as he | ooked up. A
cot, he laid down to rest. He had a long journey ahead of him. While he felt some
shame at the thought of Veena being sent to Hiss with him, for he had vowed to
protect her, he took some small comfort in the fact that he would be able to share
his journey with a woman as lovely as she. He silently reprimanded himself for his
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lapse of faith. With a priestess of Zoar with him, victory was assured, and there
was no ot her wo ma athissdé as he aftdinbdatr hav e

V4

e

Grayskull s wrists were sore from the con
that held them above his head, tight to the walls of the caged transport that carried
himself and Veena on their long journey to the heartof King Hi ss6s ki ngdom.
sat across from him, though she was not restrained. Being a human woman, she
was not seen as a threat by the Snake Men. In any other situation, Grayskull would
have laughed. The serpents knew far less about human women than they thought
they did. The servants of Hiss who had come to retrieve them had allowed Veena
to keep her new attire and Grayskull was gl at
to keep her safe. He wo u blsb allowed ber th bet e d hi ms
humiliated physically. Grayskull, in contrast, had been disarmed and stripped of
the armor Nikolas had given him, left clad only in his furred loincloth, which hung
low in front and back. Even his feet were bare. He himself felt no shame, however.
The power of Zoar flowed through him and he had to have faith that that would be
all the armor hedd need.

Veena had thus far remained silent on their journey and he pondered the
possibility of her anger. Hedéd not dol d her
spoken to El an at all . He hadndt had the op
must guard that secret closely, even from her. He wished he could tell her. It was
entirely possible that Veena hated him for allowing her to be taken back to Hiss.

Her gaze caught his own and the corners of her mouth lifted in a friendly smile,

di spelling any such notions i mmediately. A D
voice of hers that hedd come to | ove hearing
nodded. If anyone had more faith in Zoar than he did, it was Veena. Once again,

he was happy to have her with him. It was then, and only then, that he flushed at

his near nudity. She should not have to see him like this. Noticing his blushing,

she smiled once more and looked away, seemingly embarrassed herself.

The transport that carried them was a part of a long convoy and Grayskull
suspected that they were not the only prisoners aboard. He only hoped that he
could defeat Hiss before any of the poor souls that were with them met an

unf ortunate end. He wanted to save them, 1
wandered, thinking that he was serving Zoar as her champion when he was merely
serving his own ego. He knew now that this mission was his true purpose . d He 6
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been chosen for this journey, for these moments, and he silently vowed to pay close

attention to those moments as they came, and would hold onto them long after they

had drifted into the past. It had been nearly twelve hours to his estimate since

theydd |l eft Talok City, and the swhetheras setti
they would continue through the night, or stop for sleep. Another hour passed

before he had his answer, the caravan slowing to a stop somewhere just outside

the Valley of Barathru, judging by the mountain peaks lying to either side ahead of

t hem. Theydd made remar kable time, and were
the valley was dangerous at night and the Snake Men would not want to be taken

by surprise by the creatures that hunted by the light of the moon. Instead, it seemed

they would wait until morning. There was one thing he was now sure of: they were

not going back to the Temple of Serpos. Travelling through the valley was
unnecessary to get there. The snak es woul dnodt ri sk traversin
temple were their destination. So where in blazes were they going? The only place

he could think of that made any sense was a city whose name held no secrets:

Slave City.

yd

e

Grayskull awoke from a fitful sleep and shivered. The night was cold and his
skin prickled as a crisp breeze passed through the caged transport that held them.
Veena was already awake, her eyes visible in the moonlight. Sensing his
discomfort, she crawled toward him within the cramped space and positioned her
body next to his own. Wordlessly, she embraced him to share her warmth. He was
amazed at the heat of her touch and soon began to feel at peace once more. He
meant to thank her, but as he looked down at her face, its right side resting
comfortably against his chest, he saw that she was already asleep.

yd

e

The shaking of the transport, once again on the move, awoke Grayskull for
the final time. Veena was no longer holding him, instead sitting across from him
just as she had been the day previous. Feeling the heat of the sun upon his skin,
a stark contrast to the cold hed6éd rememberec
been but a dream. He looked outward, the mountain ranges on either side of the
caravan confirming his earlier thoughts regarding their route. They were deep in
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the midst of the Valley of Barathru, now certainly on their way to Slave City, where
King Hiss would be awaiting them. Grayskull wondered if the old snake would
consider the wait worth it once his newly prized possession had its hands wrapped

around his throat, squeezing the Iife from h
are taking us?0 Veena asked, snapping his mi
ARSIl ave City, most | ikely, 0 hefranmherever e d.
to there, that is if we continue traveling n

AAre you afraid?0 she asked.

No, 0O he answer ed, with no doubt in his v

=)}

AHow can you not be?0

Grayskul |l |l ooked to the sky briefly befo
Goddess is with me, just as you said. 0

AShe i s al ways counterédd. you, 0 Veena

Grayskull nodded. nl have felt her prese

Veena was silent for a | ong moment befor

separated once we get there?o0

Al do not knewspelkoughat we will be, yes,
a brief look of sadness in her eyes before she looked away from him and back
toward the rest of the caravan ahead of them.

I n time, she turned to face him again. f
our ti me here, o she said.

AWhat do you mean?0 he asked.

Making her way toward him, she took his face in her hands and brought her

l i ps to his. The priestessds kiss was gent|
petals against the skin, before increasing in its intensity. After what felt like forever,
she pulled away breathl essly. AForgive me,
on your own, 0 she said, smiling.

AYou are a priestess of Zoar, o0 he replied

| did not dare to be. o0

AMy heart | eapt the very moment | first s
il had thought that I understood | ove, but |
how naive | had been. | soon knew that | had never felt true love at any time before.
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I would make any sacrifice to be with you, C
of the universe. Wer e | the Goddess herself

ABut yoédb duties

Begin and end with carrying ed,t faned widw
coul d 1t not be her wil/l i f |, her servant,

I dioadhe stammered.

1]

ADo you not feel the same?0 she asked, pu
welled with tears, embarrassed at her own boldness.

Al do, owihteh osuati dhesi tation, wishing to put
di fficult for me to articulate my feelings w

She | aughed quietly. nYes, I suppose th
situation in which to proclaim my feelings, surely, but these quiet moments are
fleeting. Soon we wil|l be at Hissds door an

AYes. O

AThen | et us embrace these moments while
pl ease. 0 Leaning i n, she kissed him once

vigorously. She embraced him tightly and he welcomed the warmth of her body
pressed against his own. Perhaps the previous night had not been a dream after
all, but what followed felt equally as ethereal just the same.

V4

e

The convoy had traversed the Valley of Barathru in the light of day with no
incidents and the sun was now sitting low in the sky. Grayskull could not see ahead
due to his chains, but Veena was able to make out what was before them if she
placed her head through theyobutsaer8pohedaska

Peering through to the best of her ability, Veena looked ahead, using her
right hand to shield her eyes from the sun.

an arena, surrounded by smaller buildings. o
ARSIl ave Cityqgrf iGrmegd.kulAAsx | suspected. o
AWe are nearly there, 0 she said, a hint o
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=)}

Everything will be alright, o he assured

=)}

|l believe you. o

They crossed the border into the city just before dark. As the convoy
stopped, Snake Men from the city met them and began gathering the newly
acquired slaves, of which there were many, from the transports. A half-dozen
guards came to the car that held Veena and Grayskull. Veena was held tightly by
two of them, leaving the other four to tend to Grayskull, unchaining him. On his way
into the city, the four guards surrounded him, one on each side, holding his arms in
iron grips, the others positioned ahead and behind him. With his excessive
strength, he could have escaped easily, but that was not the plan. Keeping this in
mind, he fought to control his temper as Veena was pulled into a separate building
with the other slaves. Grayskull, it seemed, would be getting his own private cell.
Veena called out to him as they took her, buthemer el y smil ed i n retur
fear, 0 he said. I n that moment, she was gol
that she would be alright, vowing that Hiss would pay dearly if any harm came to
her.

He was then led into an adjacent building. It, like the others, was made of
sandstone, common in this arid place. The building itself was squat, already lit by
torchlight. He hadndét had a chance to take
that he would be seeing it up close soon enough. His escorts lead him to a cell
recessed into the walls, the door made of iron bars. The floor of the cell was simple
dirt. Ailf you attempt essscape, we wil/ kil
matter-of-factly as it slid the door to the side, the rest of them quickly ushering
Grayskull inside. The slam of the door closing echoed throughout the building,
followed by the sound of the lock catching within it.

AWhen do | get to see Hiss?0 Grayskull as

The guard who had spoken previously hi ssed with anger. AT
human. The first is that you will address him as your king, the second is that no
one sees him unless he wishes it, and the third is that you are in no position to be
demanding anything, especially if you care about the companion that you brought

with you. o The guard paused for a | ong mome.
it asked.
Al understand, o Grayskull replied. ABut

to her. o

The Snake Man scoffed as it turned away from him and began to walk away.
AYou humansss are so weak. |l tés pathetic. o
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hall and joined several others who appeared to be remaining there, as extra
insurance that Grayskull would not seek to escape. Their presence was of little
importance. With Veena in danger, Grayskull could do very little except maintain
his patience until their serpentine King decided to show himself, and he would.
Grayskull was sure of it. He just wondered how long he would have to wait.
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13.
THE ARENA

Grayskull awoke on the cold floor of his cell, the dirt sticking to his skin as he
sat upright. It had been three days since his arrival, the sunlight which filled the
hallway his only means of keeping time from within his windowlessce | | . Hedd bee
given two meals a day, each of them nothing more than stale bread and dirty water.
Thankfully the power of Zoar that flowed through him gave him strength despite his
hunger. He 6 d s p e nt betbtowght before $liss, bditat lad meaer t i ng t o
happened. The second hebéd spent worrying ab
Talok City. What had become of them? The Council of Elders had entrusted
Grayskull with this private mission, but would they be so bold as to free his friends,
or would that be too brazen? Too much of an open affront to King Hiss? Were they
still sitting in their own cells back in that place? Veena, his guards had claimed,
was still safe so |l ong as Grayskull didnot
thattheSna ke Men coul d not be trust-s®angindnyt he wo
case, and so he remained where he was, silently waiting. The third day is when
the anger set in. Hiss had hoped for despair, surely, but that was an emotion as
alien to Grayskull these days as any other that would cause him to lose his way.
Hedéd spent far too |l ong feeling abandoned by
she had sent him many a friend, fine warriors all and, in Veena, something more.
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Al | was goi ng & planoHedvouldgot ¢give intd despairéagain. The
anger he felt was righteous and soon enough would be unleashed upon those who
deserved it; who had earned it.

Just as the thought had passed, Grayskull noticed a commotion brewing
outside. If he weren dmistaken, hed d s that & bore the sound of a large crowd.
Heéd been so | ost i n thought that hedd not
reali zed why hedéd been made to wait. Hi ss
travel to the city and assemble in the hope of humiliating Grayskull in front of them
all. He wondered what type of spectacle Hiss had in mind. Grayskull chuckled to
himself as several guards came for him, unlocking the door to his cell and sliding it
open. If Hiss had expected to confrontan exhausted and weary foe
underestimated Grayskull 6s resol ve.

AYou are to come with usss, o one of the g

Al gathered as much, 06 Grayskull replied.
Grayskul |l woul dnodt rtios kVeaemya, harhm aqamirdg di
shackling him, instead clustering around him, weapons at the ready. They lead him
out of the squat building that had held him for the past three days and out into the
streets of Slave City. A crowd of Snake Men and Snake Women had gathered in
the streets to meet him, cursing him and throwing detritus at him as he passed. To
them, Hiss was a conquering hero, Grayskull the wandering vagabond who had
attacked them time and ti me agai nskulwasr t he vy«
perceived as a coward, for that is the picture that their king had painted of him.

Soon enough, they would learn differently. He just had to remain faithful that Zoar
would see him through the obstacles which gathered before him.

His escorts walked him the long way around the arena to make sure that all
the | oyal citizens of Slave City, those who
saw him and had the opportunity to shout obscenities at him. Their words did not
faze him, for he had his end goal within sight, and he was in a better position than
Hi ss or anyone else would admit. Once theyo
into the heart of the arena, the guards directed him through it. To either side were
passages that led to the seats that surrounded it, but he was led down to the lower
|l evel that made up the arena floor itself.
circle, the guards left him, sealing the entrance to the arena floor and locking it
behind them. Grayskull now stood alone in the center of the mass of his enemies,
awaiting his fate.

A loud cheer erupted as King Hiss himself walked out onto a balcony that
overlooked the killing floor. The crowd chanted his name as if he were a living god,
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and Grayskull knew that to them, in many ways, he was. Hiss had made it clear

that hedd been chosen by Serpos to | ead. G
nothing to do with 1it, but Hi ss6s people w
mattered. Next to Hiss stood his general, Rattlor. Thebeast 6s arm had now
grown back, though the scales that covered it were lighter in color than the rest of

him. The new scales were still young and fragile. As the roar of the crowd showed

no sign of stopping, the king raised his hands, commanding silence. He was still

disguised in his human garb, which Grayskull found surprising. Surely, he was safe

here, among his own people. The choice to remain in his human form was odd,

Grayskull thought.

He put the thought in the back of his mind when, with an authoritative voice,

the king began to speak. AWel come, my brott
acoustics of the structure carrying his voic
bef ore you, the enemy. D6 Vann théae athes k u | | w a

humans whom you clothe and care for and, much like some of them, an unsettlingly
growing number, | admit, he did not see my benevolence; our benevolence. In fact,

he insulted our hospitality by running away | i ke a rat! o The roar
renewed, and Hiss silenced it once mor e. i B
is true that it i s not this manés fault t hat

learn his place in the world, lest others like him rise up and upset the balance our
lord Serpos has set. o

AKill him then, my king!o a voice from th

Hi ss s mi | ePdtiencey tydpeople. Firsfi Grayskull will serve as a
lesson for those slaves who wish to revolt, who wish to turn up their noses at the
opportunities that we give them, but one of you will act as another lesson altogether.
One of you will serve as a lesson of what happens to those who would fail their
king. o A quiet murmur spread through the cr
ki ngbdbs wor dsheir answeh when, \gith & gesture, a swarm of guards
rushed Rattlor, tossing the general from the balcony to the dirt floor below, where
he landed with a violent thud.

The fall would have killed a human, but Rattlor raised up on a knee before
standing fully . He | ooked up at his king with fury
meaning of thisss?0 Rattl or demanded.

AWhat is there to explain?d Hiss asked.
and you failed. Now is the time for you to make up for it; one final chance to destroy
hi m. Do it, and you may rejoin me at my sid
kil | you, then | wild/l seal your fate mysel f.
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With a ferocious hiss, Rattlor spun and f ¢
that Grayskull wanted to kill the most, but the world would surely be better off
without him. Spreading his arms wide, Grayskull, still stripped nearly bare, with no

weapons in sight, gladly accepted the challe
he taunted. i Weimaoy tdhs swel |
Al 6l 1 finish you!o Rattlor shouted as he

dangerously close to Grayskull as the warrior ducked and rolled to the right.

AYoudl | have to manage to strike me first
sprang to his feet. The crowd erupted with laughter, despite their allegiance, the
sound of which angered the general even more. Rattlor hissed violently, tongue
flicking the air, his massive tail slapping the ground aggressively. Without a word,
he rushed the human again, and again Grayskull narrowly managed to avoid the
bl ow, this time | eaping over the general 6s t
his legs. Rattlor roared in anger when he missed, quickly lashing his heavy tail at
Grayskull once again. This time, the warrior wrapped both arms around the
appendage and began to turn with such speed that, aided by the power of Zoar, he
lifted the Snake Man off his feet and, after spinning fully around several times,
hurled him into the side wall of the arena, just a dozen feet or so below the
spectators. Rattlor collided into the wall with such an impact that it cracked. Several
members of the crowd grew wide-eyed at the sight of a human with such strength.

Grunting, Rattl or once amaybesssgoag,yoed hi s f

may be fast, but you are human filth and al w
Al woul dnét have it any other way, 0 Graysl!
a second ti me. ATry to actually | and a bl o

king, who merely gave that cold, emotionless smile of his. With another primal

scream, the serpentine general once again launched himself at Grayskull, tagging

him with a blow from his tail that the man failed to block, the impact of which sent

Grayskull flying into the adjacent wall, which also cracked as he slammed into it.

Rattl or had regained a bit of his pride by
Shaking off the effects of the strike, Grayskull stood, raising his right hand to move

the hair out of his eyes. When his vision cleared, he saw that Rattlor was already

upon him, throwing him hard to the dirt floor, which kicked up a cloud of dust as he

landed.

Rattlor rained blows upon Grayskull until blood trickled from a split in the
manés | oSegyroul idpo. blhfeed, 6 Rattl or said, | oud e
APrepare to bleed much more! o he shouted, th
general clasped his clawed hands high in preparation for a clubbing blow. Before
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he could attack again, Grayskull balled his right hand into a tight fist and struck

Rattlor directly under the jaw, knocking the Snake Man backward and off of him.

The beast rolled himself over onto his hands and knees, but Grayskull quickly leapt

up and atop of him beforehecouldst and, wrapping his right arm
neck and grabbing it with his left in a chokehold stronger than any Rattlor had ever

felt, much less from a human.

The brutish general managed to struggle to his feet with Grayskull still riding
upon his bac k . Wrapping his | egs around the snake
even more pressure as the reptilian creature stumbled about before falling to his
knees and ultimately collapsing to the ground on his stomach as he lost
consciousness. With a final jerk of his powerful arms, Grayskull snapped the
beastd6s neck, the sickly crack echoing throu
i n shock. Grayskull unwrapped himself from
once more. He flung his long hair over his back and groaned. His breathing was
labored, a result of his lack of food in harsh alliance with the feeling of exhaustion

the battle had brought wupon hi m. ATry gr owi

he stumbled, falling back to the ground. Slowly, he raised himself up again and

faced Hiss, who still stood high on his balc

to finish me yourself?0 he shouted. The cro
Hi ss6s smile, which hedd worn thapsoughout

I n due time. 0 He <c¢l apped and the gate behi

dragging Veena inside of it and throwing her down violently to the earthen floor.
She regained her footing and stood, rushing away from her captors toward
Grayskull.

AArcu yalright?0 he asked her.

AFor now, 0 she said. Al ot is good to see
circumstances. O

Al feel the same, 0 Grayskull replied, and

with him than anywhere else. He damned his own thoughts as the guards then
rolled two cages out to the center of the arena. Each cage contained a griffin, both
large enough and ferocious enough to kill a dozen men. With two, even Grayskull
would be challenged, especially if he also had to keep Veena safe.

Alr opmi sed you that no harm would come to h

Hi ss sai d. Al |l ied, of course. 't 1 s ti me
save you, Priestess, or wi || you die | ike s
anotherclapof hi s hands, he shouted Arel ease t hen

the guards opened the cages simultaneously, releasing the griffins onto the killing
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floor. Three of the guards were killed by the escaping griffins immediately, their

razor-sharp beaks tearing into the Snake M e n écaly flesh in an effort to quell their

hunger. The fourth guard ran for his life, making it a quarter of the way toward the

exit before the leftmost griffin pounced and sliced the Snake Man in half with its
powerful back talons. The c¢crowd erupted at the sight of
tosee. Foralli ts violence, Grayskull ds battle with
and the crowd was quickly growing impatient at the lack of spectacle. Judging from

the volume of their cheers, the griffins were a most welcome sight.

NRnGet behind me, 0 Grayskull shouted to Vee
were now focused purely on them. As she did so, he caught a better look at the
griffins and pitied them, seeing that their wings were chained down to their sides to
prevent their escape. Griffins were by no means peaceful animals, but it was
uncommon for them to attack humanoids without provocation. The chains, along
with their highly aggressive behavior told Grayskull that these animals had been
severely abused by Hissbs men in an effort t
for the serpentsd own entertainment. He won
high priestess for the goddess of all life, he imagined that she felt for these creatures
even more than he did. He never had the chance to ask her.

ALook out! o Veena shouted as the griffin
swiping at them both with its powerful front legs, the sharpened claws jutting out
from its lion-like paws missing by mere inches as they lunged backward, landing
roughly on the ground.

AYou need to run, o he told her as they bo
as far away as you can and 16l do my best t
said without a word, retreating to the rear of the arena as the two griffins paced
back and forth, toying with Grayskull as a cat would a mouse, occasionally even
attacking each other in their aggravated states. Grayskull balled his hands into fists
and prepared for the worst as the griffin on the right lunged at him. He leaped high
into the air, the griffin sliding into the dirt below him as he sailed overhead. He
landed with a grunt. Both animals then whipped around to face him and, despite
the danger he found himself in, he was simply glad that they seemed to be ignoring
Veena and focusing on him. The other griffi
to make the same attack its companion had, diving quickly toward Grayskull, low
near the ground. Once again, the warrior leapt into the air, but this time he dropped
down hard, sl amming feet first into the top
creature unconscious with his tremendous strength. He felt no guilt at having
destroyed Rattlor, but these creatures were not at fault here. They deserved to be
freed, if possible, not killed; at least not maliciously.
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He had a feeling that the second griffin
him. It squawked loudly as it reared up on its hind legs and lunged at him, its clawed
front paws narrowly missing Grayskull as he
the second time, as the griffin quickly followed up with a strike that sent Grayskull
into a tumble. Blood poured from his chest before the wounds quickly healed due
tothe bl essing of Zoards power that flowed t h
blood, however, and erupted into a roar once again. Angered, he stood and faced
the griffin, the beast now circling him, ready to deal what it thought would be a death
blow. Before it could strike, Grayskull leapt toward it, fist cocked. As he soared
toward the creature, he struck, the impact of his punch sending the griffin down
hard; joining the other in unconsciousness.

Glancing down at the motionless bodies of both griffins and his general, with

Grayskull standing victorious, King Hiss gru
said, | oud enough for the crowd t wortltieear hi m.
foe for you. Perhaps tomor r owhishandsathee t hem ¢

gates opened once again and a large group of guards took Veena and the bloodied
Grayskull and returned them to their separate cells, the noise of the crowd growing
fainter as they began to disperse.
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14.
DECEPTION

Grayskull awoke with a start as he heard his cell door opening. Several

guards, weapons drawn, motioned for him to g
arena?0 he asked. They remained silent as
one of the other buildings that surrounded it. The building itself was rather
nondescript, but he felt a sense of dread as he was brought into a throne room and

saw Veena already there and in chains, surrounded by several other human slaves.

His feeling of dread increased when Hiss entered, sat upon the throne and looked

down upon him with contempt. He still bore his human face and once again,

Grayskull wondered why he kept up the disguise.

~+

~

nl t hought it wate-f d ¢ ene0 whi sreets diadc,e hi s Vv (
deceptively likethatof a char ming human and not the snal
had your friend brought here along with some
try anything stupid. o

Grayskull gritted his teeth as his enemy spoke, for he knew that this could
be his only opportunity to assassinate Hiss, Veena or no Veena; slaves or no
slaves. He was willing to die for his cause, but was it worth sacrificing their lives
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along with his, even to save thousands more? Conflict raged within him as he
weighed his personal desire to keep Veena and the others safe against the needs
of the rest of the world. Unconvinced that he would be able to voice his
understanding in a convincing manner, he merely nodded instead.

fGood, 0 Hiss said. iltdd be a shame to h

=)}

Do not worry about me, my | ove, 0 Veena s

Grayskull smiled at her bravery, but it was cut short by the laughter of Hiss.
fSo,youbébve found solace in each other? How tr
said, absentmindedly tapping his fingers on the arm of his throne.

AWhy am | here?0 Grayskull asked.

Al told you, Il wanted to meet you, 0 Hiss
performance in the arena yesterday. o

AYou enjoyed my killing yourtyygeneral 20 Gr

AActually, yes. Rattl or was weak. He 6 d

to kill you, not once, but twice. The end of that particular battle was a foregone
conclusion, really. You did me a favor. No, it was your defeating my griffins, rather
handedly, | might add, that impressed me. | had to have them slaughtered, of

cour se. [ wi || abide no creature that serve
clenched his fists tightly as the serpent spoke, angered that this creature had so
callously thrown the beasts6 | i ves away. il dondét want vy
human, 06 Hi ss contwiedndedy.ourfildeksnow ftwl Isee me d
reason | keep this one around, o0 he said, ind
t he wr ibdsvte, thoalsd |y ou. St i |Do you tedliynthinktheatr i gued |
humans are the higher species? Do you believe that your kind will one day rule this
worl d, i nstead of the serpent?090

AYou snakes are the ones who aerghtflr ong i n
rul ers of this world, o Grayskull replied. f
Zoar . o0

Hi ss chuckled quietly. Al I |l ives?0 he a

Al said the in the eyes of Zoar, not my o

~

AAhh, y e sour bildgyard.d e s¥ . 0 Grayskull 6s eyes |

response. Amused, Hi ss raised his eyebrows
Grayskull? Why does she allow me to torture you so? Tell me about the loneliness
that must come with being one of her lastremai ni ng f ol | ower s. 0 Wh e
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remained silent, Hi ss pressed on. ANoOo mat:t
Serpos and kneel before me as your rightful

Al o6l 1 never kneel to you! o Grayskull yel!l
forgive him, Grayskull knocked his guards away and leapt into the air towards Hiss,
|l anding upon the king bef orfreedomhe kerpehltedoa
he wrapped his hands around Hissbs neck and
vicious snap echoing within in the throne room. He looked deep into the eyes of
the king, expecting the creatureds camoufl ag
reveal themselves, but they did not. He heard laughter from behind him as Veena
gasped. Spinning, hesaw t hat shedd been grabbed by one
who held an ornate blade to her throat. None of the guards had moved, despite
Grayskull 6s having killed their king mere se
asked, moving closer to Veena and her captor.

ADeception, 6 the slave holding Veena repl
the blade across her throat, opening it. Blood sprayed forth from the wound,
covering Grayskull as the woman he loved dropped to the floor in a moment that
felt like an eternity.

ANo! 0 Grayskull Sshouted as he | eapt at t|
faster, catching and restraining him. Grayskull knew that they would not be able to
hold him long, but it was already too late. Veena was dead.

With a sinister smile, the male slave closed his eyes. When they reopened,
they were green and serpentine. The sl aveods
teeth elongating into fangs. Suddenly, the human disguise exploded outward in a
shower of flesh and gore as the real King Hiss revealed his true form; humanoid
from the waist down, a writhing mass of snakes from the waist up, the largest of
which settled in the center and eyed Grayskull as the other heads slithered about
in every direction. It was a thing of nightmares that Grayskull would never have

believed existed if someone had tried to des
hi ssed. ADid you really think that | woul d ;
reallybelieve that you were in control ?0

Grayskull droppedt o hi s knees as he saw the woman
lying lifeless on the stone floor, a pool of her blood spreading around her. He knew
that he should fight. He knew that this was his opportunity. Instead, he merely
stared i nto Ve e nledvasdiaggdd&dmelse throre yoens, coaesed
in her blood.
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15.
CONFESSIONS

Adam was restless. It had been days since Grayskull and Veena had been
removed from their cells and he and his comps:
taken. They knew that it was Snake Man territory, and that was all. While Grayskull
had originally been put in a cell by himself here at the Hall of Elders, Adam and the
rest of his companions were placed together, save for Adora, who was in the
adjacent cell. Despite their getting along quite well, being kept so close together
for so long had about driven the civility out of each and every one of them.
Thankfully, after two days, theydd been rele
to them and t heypasosypng to tormuldteesonie &ygetof pkan to
locate their lost friends. Adam and Adora felt that Grayskull and Veena had been
taken back to the Temple of Serpos, but Gorr the Red had disagreed. Knowing
how Hiss operated, Gorr was convinced that the pair had instead been taken to a
pl ace called Slave City. The very name sent
It was, the six of them now sat in the same
had knocked back several large bowls of mead and had a furious look in his eyes.
He hated Hiss with a passion, and it took all the effort he could manage to sit here
while they tried to decide which direction to head in pursuit. The man rubbed his
bald head and stroked his beard annoyedly before finally slamming his fist down on

167



the table hard enough to startle even his th

the hiss, o0 he seethed. AUs, sitdéon obere whi
those beasts. | 6ve had enough of it.o

AWhat are we <SWp pAodsoerda taos kced . AJust flip
which direction to head in?0o9

Gorr huffettatodEbenpref@mabéeretgefjfastdsur
have to say, those are words these | adsobve
together. o0 ndtehdri nb swledofa mead and cast it a:
a decision.o

Al agree, 0 Adam replied, Abut we canbét ju
Al om tell 6n ye, theydve been taken to SI:
with his food first, do ye under st and?0 he asked. AThd ar ena
where theyodove been taken, so he can have a I

their ends. o

ABut it makes jJjust as much sense that heo
Temple of Serpos,®i Adamt bcaudsewledr efiwe t ook \
first place. 0

Adora, listening to the conversation without participating, as she felt that both
men made valid points, began to feel an odd vibration against her chest. Looking
down, she gasped as she realized that the sensation was being caused by the
amul et that hung around her neck; her gi ft |
would show her the way. Perhaps this was th
took the amulet in her hand, the pink crystal surface began to glow fiercely,
accompanying the vibrations with a sense of
confused.

A Wh at is 1it?20 Adam said before seeing tt
focusing on the mysterious gift as it glowed.

~

Al thinkt o ttdesl It ruysi nsgomet hi ng, 06 she answer ¢

Gorr and his companions likewise gazed at the artifact, particularly the Gar

sorcerer Kordus. AWhere did you get that?0¢ |
Al't was @aheiOrtacflreoomd she replied.
AYouolbethemOr acl e?0 Kordus afSMKMedone mpetssteEad

The Oracle. o0
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